
8. Jesus, the Mediator of the New Covenant (1Q 2022— In These Last Days: The Message 

of Hebrews) 

 

Biblical Material: Heb. 7:11–19; Heb.8:10–12; Jer. 31:31–34; Heb. 8:1–6; Exod. 24:1–8; Ezek. 

36:26, 27. 

 

Quotes 

• Children of Israel! call to mind the (special) favour which I bestowed upon you, and fulfil 

your covenant with Me as I fulfil My Covenant with you, and fear none but Me. Qur’an, 

Sura 2:40. 

• The ancient covenant is in pieces; man at last knows that he is alone in the universe’s 

unfeeling immensity, out of which he emerged only by chance. His destiny is nowhere 

spelled out, nor is his duty. The kingdom above or the darkness below: it is for him to 

choose. Jacques Monod 

• Democracy, the practice of self-government, is a covenant among free men to respect the 

rights and liberties of their fellows. Franklin D. Roosevelt  

• Covenant. A clause in a contract that requires one party to do, or refrain from 

doing, certain things. A legally binding arrangement between parties: agreement, bond, 

compact, contract, convention, pact. A formal, solemn, and binding agreement in which 

all parties pledge themselves to the others. It outlines mutual obligations and 

responsibilities. Dictionary definition (multiple) 

• Those that set God always before them and walk before him with all their hearts, shall 

find him as good as his word and better; he will both keep covenant with them and show 

mercy to them. Matthew Henry 

Questions 

 What is the purpose of a covenant? Why do we have covenants? Does it help us to know 

that God has made a covenant with us, or can we simply trust a trustworthy God? What is the 

down side to a covenant in human terms? What does an emphasis on, and demand for, a 

covenant say about us? 

 

Bible summary 

 Heb. 7:11–19 argues that Jesus’ priesthood is superior to the Levitical priesthood. 

Heb.8:10–12 quotes the new covenant God promised through Jeremiah (Jer. 31:31-34). Heb. 

8:1–6 makes it clear that Jesus’ priesthood is eternal, and that the priests and sanctuary on earth 

were only a copy of what was in heaven. Exod. 24:1–8 records the covenant made between God 

and the Israelites at Sinai. The people promised, “We will do everything the Lord says!” (Ex. 

24:3 FBV). “I will give you a new mind and I will put a new spirit inside you. I will take away 

your stubborn mind and I will give you a loving mind.  I will put my Spirit inside you so you will 

follow my laws and remember to do what I tell you.” Ezek. 36:26, 27 FBV. 

 

Comment 

 A couple of quarters ago we spent much time thinking about covenants in the Bible. 

Again, it is supremely significant to consider what kind of meaning we give to words like 

covenant. Is our relationship to God contractually-based, or is it more a question of principles?  



 Covenants are especially helpful for suspicious people. It provides some kind of 

guarantee, rather than simply trusting others to do the right and honorable thing. Trouble is, if we 

are doubtful or suspicious of God, and so want the covenant, what does that say about us and our 

relationship with God? Perhaps it is simply better to use the meaning of covenant as promises so 

that we do not become sidetracked by the contractual obligations concept.  

 What kind of covenant is being described in Hebrews 8 anyway? Paul is quoting from 

Jeremiah 31:31-34—which in itself is interesting, for it shows that the “new” covenant is not so 

new after all! And what is the intent of this new covenant? It is clearly defined as not being like 

the previous covenant. It is to be based not on legal formulations and prescriptions, but on laws 

in minds and hearts—in other words, a relational covenant based on doing right because it is 

right, and is so recognized and accepted by thinking people. The intent, says God, is “that they 

will all know me.” This is not some ceremonial relationship, but one of individual, personal trust. 

The more you read of the kind of person God truly is, the less you have to be fearful of 

Him. In the Bible, God comes to human beings, and the first words are, “Don’t be afraid!” Why 

not? Because this returning God is not a stranger. “This same Jesus shall return…” the angels 

told the amazed disciples who watched Jesus leave earth for heaven. This same Jesus is defined 

in the gospels, and is the proof of God as He really is—the God of love and truth and right, who 

will save all who come to Him. Ultimately, perfect love casts out fear…  

 What kind of God makes the promise, and do you trust him? Like everything else in life, 

it depends on your relationship, and the person’s record. Take a look back through the Bible and 

you’ll find example upon example of how God deals with people just like us. More than that, the 

Bible records God’s intentions which history shows came true. Fulfilled prophecy is another 

guarantee that God is “working his purpose out,” and that he can be trusted. So when Jesus says 

“I will come again,” (John 14:3), you’re certainty is based on all the proof of God through 

history. The assurance is not based in the covenant, but in the one who promises—and he is 

faithful that promised! (Hebrews 10:23). 

 

Ellen White comments 

…the covenant of blessing, the glorious Messianic promise… {GC 18.2} …the covenant 

promises… {PP 476.1} …the covenant of grace… {1SM 373.1} …the covenant of peace… 

{3SM 260.3} 

 We must learn in the school of Christ. Nothing but His righteousness can entitle us to one 

of the blessings of the covenant of grace. We have long desired and tried to obtain these 

blessings but have not received them because we have cherished the idea that we could do 

something to make ourselves worthy of them. We have not looked away from ourselves, 

believing that Jesus is a living Saviour. We must not think that our own grace and merits will 

save us; the grace of Christ is our only hope of salvation. {FW 36.1} 

 There is hope for us only as we come under the Abrahamic covenant, which is the 

covenant of grace by faith in Christ Jesus. The gospel preached to Abraham, through which he 

had hope, was the same gospel that is preached to us today. . . . Abraham looked unto Jesus, who 

is also the author and the finisher of our faith. {FLB 77.6} 

 Christ exalted the character of God, attributing to him the praise, and giving to him the 

credit, of the whole purpose of his own mission on earth,--to set men right through the revelation 

of God… When the object of his mission was attained,--the revelation of God to the world,--the 

Son of God announced that his work was accomplished, and that the character of the Father was 

made manifest to men. {ST, January 20, 1890} 
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