
6. Jesus, the Faithful Priest (1Q 2022— In These Last Days: The Message of Hebrews) 

 

Biblical Material: Heb. 5:1–10;Gen. 14:18–20; 1 Pet. 2:9; Heb. 7:1–3; Heb. 7:11–16, 22, 26. 

 

Quotes 

• Priests are only men. Robert Browning 

• Now may the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the eternal high priest 

himself, the Son of God Jesus Christ, build you up in faith and truth and in all gentleness 

and in all freedom from anger and forbearance and steadfastness and patient endurance 

and purity. Polycarp  

• The priest is not made. He must be born a priest; must inherit his office. I refer to the new 

birth-the birth of water and the Spirit. Thus all Christians must became priests, children 

of God and co-heirs with Christ the Most High Priest. Martin Luther  

• The risen Christ, the one to whom all authority in heaven and on earth has been given, is 

pleading with the Father on your behalf. Chris Bruno 

• I’m not saying to you that I will plead with the Father on your behalf. Jesus Christ 

 

Questions 

 What is so significant in identifying with Jesus as our high priest? If this element of 

Christ’s ministry was not there, in what way would it be diminished? In what way does Jesus act 

as our high priest, and what is the meaning of what he does? What does Jesus mean when he says 

he will NOT pray the Father for us? How does this clear statement impact his priestly ministry? 

 

Bible summary 

 Heb. 5:1–10 points out that Jesus was “called” by God, just as the priests were. He 

became the source of eternal life for us (verse 9). Gen. 14:18–20 is the story of the priest-king 

Melchizedek blessing Abraham. “You are a specially-chosen family, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people belonging to God.” 1 Pet. 2:9 FBV. Heb. 7:1–3 expands on the meaning of 

Melchizedek: “Melchizedek’s name means “king of right” while king of Salem means “king of 

peace.” (verse 2 FBV). Jesus is a priest of the order of Melchizedel, and eternal priest (Heb. 

7:11–16, 22, 26).  

 

Comment 

 How would you define the primary function of a priest? What is a priestly ministry? The 

main idea common to all religious ideas of priests is to provide connection to the divine, to be 

the intermediary between God and man.  

 But if Jesus is God, how can he be this mediator? Another meaning of the word to 

mediate is to provide concepts and information, to be the one who supplies answers to questions. 

Unfortunately mediate all too often means to arbitrate between warring parties. How would such 

a view fit our relationship with God? And if Jesus is our High Priest, what does this really mean? 

 Much of what we appreciate about Jesus as our High Priest will depend on what role we 

think he is performing. So it is absolutely essential to grasp what Hebrews is saying about this. 

However Paul notes that his statement (Heb. 5:8-10) is hard to explain—and what comes 

subsequently is his explanation. In fact he is hard on his hearers, commenting on their dullness, 

and wishing they would not endlessly go over the same simple matters of basic Christianity and 

move towards a better and larger understanding. Really one needs to read the chapters 5 through 



7 as a whole to see the concept Paul is establishing. The main thesis is: “That’s why it says, ‘You 

are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.’So the previous rule has been set 

aside because it was powerless and didn’t work, (for the law didn’t make anything perfect). But 

now it’s been replaced by a better hope by which we can come close to God.” Heb 7:17-19 FBV. 

Coming into the presence of God is the primary perspective. (See also 6:19, 20 FBV: “This hope 

is our spiritual anchor—it’s both certain and reliable, and it takes us past the curtain to the 

presence of God. That’s where Jesus went in on our behalf, because he had become a high priest 

according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

 Paul in Hebrews is trying to use the old imagery and make it relevant and applicable. What 

he is saying is that the old methods were not wrong, just misunderstood and now superseded. Even 

the sacrificial system did not achieve what God had intended, because it was so often seen as some 

routine ritual by which the problem of sin was taken care of. That is why God through the later 

prophets actually speaks against the system, because it had become meaningless. This is a vital 

aspect of Hebrews, and which is still applicable today: our worship systems must make an impact, 

must make us think. If there is no thought, then worship becomes just a form, a ceremony, with no 

real content. Paul is actually saying through Hebrews that the old ways really didn’t work, and only 

make sense in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus—and since Jesus is God then we have direct 

access to God himself—the priesthood as a system is also gone. 

 Jesus’ ministry in the sanctuary should not be seen as contradicting his clearest statement 

where he says he will “I’m not saying to you that I will plead with the Father on your behalf, for 

the Father himself loves you.” John 16:26, 27 FBV. His disciples are delighted to hear such 

truths, and cry out, “Now you’re talking very plainly.” (v.29).  

 If the plainest, clearest truth is that Jesus is not pleading for us, what do we do with such 

ideas that Jesus is pleading with the Father for us? Actually, Hebrews does not say that. It does 

say (9:24 FBV) that he entered heaven and “appears on our behalf, speaking for us in God’s 

presence. But we are not to have the image of him begging the Father to be nice to us, trying to 

persuade God to do anything other than he already intended. To say otherwise would be to split 

the trinity, to set the Godhead against each other. In fact Jesus presents our case, not to the 

Father, but to the “jury” of the on-looking universe. 

 The danger of the sanctuary message, misunderstood, is to suggest that Jesus (the good 

God) has to battle with the Father (the angry and hostile God) in order to achieve our salvation. 

In this way we reflect the charges of Satan who condemned God for being hostile and 

unforgiving, an unloving and vengeful Being who took pleasure in vindictive punishment of 

erring creatures. We would do well to totally reject such a picture. It was not to induce love in 

the Father’s heart that Jesus came and died, but because of the Father’s love! 

 

Ellen White  
 We have not a high priest who is so high, so lifted up, that He cannot notice us or 

sympathize with us, but one who was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. {5T 

346.1} 

 In Christ divinity and humanity were united, and the only way in which man may be an 

overcomer is through becoming a partaker of the divine nature… Divinity and humanity are 

blended in him who has the spirit of Christ. The apostle Paul writes, “In all things it behooved 

him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest.” . . . 

{SD 24.4}  
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