
12. Receiving an Unshakeable Kingdom (1Q 2022— In These Last Days: The Message of 

Hebrews) 

 

Biblical Material: Heb. 12:18–29; Exod. 32:32; Dan. 7:9, 10, 13–22; Hag. 2:6–9, 20–22; Ps. 

15:5; Ps. 16:8; Heb. 13:15,16. 

 

Quotes 

• Yesterday we obeyed kings and bent our necks before emperors. But today we kneel only 

to truth, follow only beauty, and obey only love. Kahlil Gibran 

• The supreme, the merciless, the destroyer of opposition, the exalted King, the shepherd, 

the protector of the quarters of the world, the King the word of whose mouth destroys 

mountains and seas, who by his lordly attack has forced mighty and merciless Kings from 

the rising of the sun to the setting of the same to acknowledge one supremacy. 

Ashurnasipal, King of Assyria 

• I looked at Christ and a dove of peace flew in my heart. I looked at the dove and it flew 

away. Charles Spurgeon 

• They were looking for a king/ To slay their foes and lift them high; / Thou cam’st, a little 

baby thing/ That made a woman cry. George McDonald 

 
Questions 

 What are common ideas of what a king is like? How is Jesus like a king? How is Jesus 

not like a king? Why is it important to see Jesus as a king? Are there any dangers? What kind of 

kingdom are we looking for? How can we best share such ideas, especially the fundamental 

principles of God’s kingdom? How does God’s kingship answer the Devil’s charges? 

 

Bible summary 

 Heb. 12:18–29 makes it clear that we haven’t come to Mount Sinai, but to Mount Zion, 

and that “we’re receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken” (verse 28 FBV). In Exod. 32:32 

Moses pleads for the Israelites after they made the golden calf, asking that if God doesn’t 

forgiven then he would rather be blotted out of existence. Dan. 7:9, 10, 13–22 records Daniel’s 

vision of the Son of Man and the saints coming to possess the kingdom, as well as the terror of 

the fourth beast’s kingdom. Hag. 2:6–9, 20–22 details God’s word through Haggai to the 

Israelite leader Zerubbabel, confirming God’s support for him and the people against other 

kingdoms.  

 

Comment 

 There is much in both Testaments regarding kings and kingdoms, concepts that are not 

usually part of our modern experience. But the concepts behind this week’s lesson are clear—

God is going to establish his kingdom that cannot be shaken. 

 The people of Jesus’ time were desperate for a king. When they saw in Jesus a fulfilment of 

their hopes, they were overwhelmed with joy. Their king had come. They accepted him. They 

wanted him. But this acceptance soon changed when they saw that Jesus was not their sort of king. 

 “Shall I crucify your king?” asked Pilate, and the people screamed back, “Yes, Yes, crucify 

him, crucify him. Our king is the Roman king, Caesar.” 

 They rejected their king, and wanted him dead. Their enthusiasm turned to hate, and Jesus 

the King was condemned by his own people. Even the disciples were confused. After the 



resurrection the disciples asked, “Lord, is this the time when you will re-establish Israel’s 

kingdom?” (Acts 1:6 FBV). They still seemed to expect a powerful military king, a Messiah 

whould would be a great political liberator of Israel. False hopes.  

 Why? Because Jesus was not the kind of king they wanted. Because they realized that this 

king would not be an earthly king. Because in their eyes he was not a real king. 

 “Shall I crucify your king?” Yes, because we don’t want one like him. He doesn’t fit our 

picture. He isn’t the right sort of king. We don’t want a spiritual king. We don’t even want a healing 

king or a preaching king. We want a king who will do what we want. A king of might and power. 

 Read again Luke 22: 24-30, that sad story of political manoeuvres, of seeking position and 

doing others down. Arguments—even in front of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Just before 

the terrible trial of Jesus in Gethsemane, the agony of the Cross, Jesus’ disciples are arguing over 

who is the greatest. The king about to be crucified explains the essence of his Kingdom. Earthly 

kings are proud and vain. They seek praise and position, the adoration of those they rule. They look 

for recognition and respect for their authority, but you’re not to be like that, he says. The greatest is 

to be like the youngest and the one who rules like the one who serves. Jesus tells Pilate his kingdom 

is not of this world, and all Pilate hears is “king,” so he asks “so you are a king then?” 

 Jesus defines a totally new idea of kingship—the words of a king about to be crucified. The 

old way of thinking is to be overturned. In the world’s eyes the servant is less than the one sitting at 

table. But, says Jesus, I am among you as one who serves. Jesus the king serves us. He is our 

example. We serve as he served, as a common servant washing his friends’ feet, the lowest job 

possible. He passes around the bread and the wine. He serves us. And so we too serve as his 

trustworthy friends. This is his kind of kingdom. 

 The king who came to reveal God to us is the king who died for us, to show us who he 

really was and win us to his kind of kingdom. Everything he ever did was for us, so that through 

him we might be saved. Saved into his kingdom of peace and joy, restored to total trust, welcomed 

back not as pardoned sinner but as beloved friend. Safe forever, because each one knows what sin 

leads to—separation from God that so overwhelmed Jesus on the cross. Above all else, completely 

confident in the trustworthiness of God and his kingdom. God’s kingdom is based not on force but 

on choice, not on threat of punishment or imposed penalty, but on total agreement that right truly is 

right and that no one would ever wish to live in any other way. 

   

Ellen White comments 

  The kingdom of God consisteth not in outward show.  Light will not be received by 

following selfish plans, but by looking unto Jesus, following Christ’s leadings, not the 

suppositions of men.{ChL 73.4}  

 O that Christians might realize more and still more fully that it is their privilege and their 

duty, while cherishing right principles, to take advantage of every heaven-sent opportunity for 

advancing God's kingdom in this world! {SW, March 15, 1904 par. 10} 

 Christ disappointed the hope of worldly greatness. In the Sermon on the Mount He 

sought to undo the work that had been wrought by false education, and to give His hearers a right 

conception of His kingdom and of His own character… Without combating their ideas of the 

kingdom of God, He told them the conditions of entrance therein, leaving them to draw their own 

conclusions as to its nature. The truths He taught are no less important to us than to the multitude 

that followed Him. We no less than they need to learn the foundation principles of the kingdom 

of God.  {DA 299.3}   
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