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8. The Church: In Service to Humanity (4Q 2012—Growing in Christ) 

 

Biblical material: Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 1:2; 1 Pet. 2:9; Matt. 28:19, 20; John 17:21, 22; 

Acts 15:1–29, 1 Tim. 3:14, 15. 

 

Quotes 

• Church isn’t where you meet. Church isn’t a building. Church is what you do. 

Church is who you are. Church is the human outworking of the person of Jesus 

Christ. Let’s not go to Church, let’s be the Church. Bridget Willard 

• Baseball is like church. Many attend few understand. Leo Durocher 

• Every day people are straying away from the church and going back to God. 

Lenny Bruce  

• Going to church doesn’t make you any more a Christian than going to the garage 

makes you a car. Laurence J. Peter 

• The Church is always and everywhere a living people, gathered together from the 

peoples of this world and journeying through the midst of time. The Church is 

essentially en route, on a journey, a pilgrimage. Hans Kung  

• Some go to church to see and be seen, Some go there to say they have been, Some 

go there to sleep and nod, But few go there to worship God. Anon. 

 

Questions 

 So what exactly is the church? What is our role here, and how can we best explain 

that to those outside? How do we show that we are truly “in service to humanity” and not 

preoccupied with ourselves? How does being a church member relate to salvation? How 

would you define the church’s mission in simple terms? 

 

Bible summary 

 Rom. 16:5 refers to a church meeting in the home of Prisca and Aquila. This was 

the usual practice as separate church buildings were not normally an option for the first 

300 years of Christianity. 1 Cor. 1:2 is addressed to the church in Corinth. The group of 

believers is identified as “a specially-chosen family, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people belonging to God” (1 Pet. 2:9). We’re told to make disciples of all nations, 

teaching them all Jesus’ commands (Matt. 28:19). Jesus prays that his followers may be 

one just as he is one with the Father (John 17: 21, 22). The Jerusalem Council (Acts 

15:1–29) gives us an example of how to resolve issues in the church. In 1 Tim. 3:14, 15 

Paul says he wants people to know how to behave in God’s house. 

 

Comment 

 “Governance means getting things done.” (Thursday’s lesson). Is this true, or is 

governance to do with who governs—in other words, who has control and what they do 

with such power? These concepts of “ecclesiology” (the doctrine of the church) are still 

very much points of contention today as we try to work out how the church is to operate 

in practice. 

  The New Testament term for the church is ekklesia which means the one who are 

called out. Originally this meant any kind of assembly to which people were called. In 

Acts 19:39 this term is used regarding a legal assembly, and two verses later ekklesia 
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refers to the mob in Ephesus! So it is not a particularly “religious” term; however as it 

was used to refer to Christian assemblies it became associated with what we call “church” 

in terms of a body of believers. 

 So what is church? The Bible gives us various different ideas and images—in fact 

one commentator counted almost one hundred! Of particular importance are the ideas of 

being a body with different members and the people of God. Other images are “salt of the 

earth” and “light of the world” etc. The main emphasis is on being a group of people 

dedicated to caring for others, sharing the good news, and on their way to the kingdom. 

Most of all church is defined not by structure or location but by mission. It’s what we’re 

for that counts! In fact the church has no reason for existing except to carry out God’s 

mission here on earth—individually and collectively. So when we forget about our 

mission, when the vision perishes, then the church is pointless and irrelevant. 

 We are together to be a spectacle to the universe, to angels and to our own human 

society. Church is meant to be a witness to God, his true nature and character. In all the 

church does we are to represent the kind of person we believe God to be. That we so 

often fail at this should make us stop and think, and go back to our primary mission of 

revealing God and his salvation to this sad and dying world. 

  

Ellen White Comments 

 Christ is present in every assembly of the church. He is acquainted with everyone 

connected with His service. He knows those whose hearts He can fill with the holy oil, 

that they may impart it to others. Those who faithfully carry forward the work of Christ 

in our world, representing in word and works the character of God, fulfilling the Lord's 

purpose for them, are in His sight very precious. Christ takes pleasure in them as a man 

takes pleasure in a well-kept garden and the fragrance of the flowers he has planted.  {AG 

95} 

 Just before us is the closing struggle of the great controversy when, with "all 

power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness," 

Satan is to work to misrepresent the character of God, that he may "seduce, if it were 

possible, even the elect." If there was ever a people in need of constantly increasing light 

from heaven, it is the people that, in this time of peril, God has called to be the 

depositaries of His holy law and to vindicate His character before the world. Those to 

whom has been committed a trust so sacred must be spiritualized, elevated, vitalized, by 

the truths they profess to believe. {5T 746} 

 "We are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men." "What 

manner of person sought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and 

hasting the coming of the day of God?" 1 Corinthians 4:9; 2 Peter 3:11, 12, margin. In 

order to manifest the character of God, in order that we may not deceive ourselves, the 

church, and the world by a counterfeit Christianity, we must become personally 

acquainted with God. If we have fellowship with God, we are His ministers, though we 

may never preach to a congregation. {6T 13} 

 Christ's most favorite theme was the paternal character and abundant love of God. 

The curse of every church today is that men do not adopt Christ's methods. They think 

they can improve on the rules given in the gospel, and so are free to define them, hoping 

thus to reform the churches and the workmen. Let God be our one Master, our one Lord, 

full of goodness, compassion, and love.  {TM 192-3} 
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