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6. Victory Over Evil Forces (4Q 2012—Growing in Christ) 

 

Biblical material: Eph. 1:18–22, Rom. 8:26–39, James 4:7, 1 Pet. 5:6–10, Luke 10:1–20, 

Acts 5:12–16. 

 

Quotes 

• Do not get elated at any victory, for all such victory is subject to the will of God.  

Abu Bakr  

• I count him braver who overcomes his desires than him who conquers his 

enemies; for the hardest victory is over self. Aristotle 

• In both the presence of evil and the eventual triumph over evil the sweep is 

cosmic. It embraces the entire universe, what to man is both seen and unseen. The 

victory is to be accomplished through Christ. Kenneth Scott Latourette  

• A good man would prefer to be defeated than to defeat injustice by evil means. 

Sallust  

• Clouds and darkness surround us, yet Heaven is just, and the day of triumph will 

surely come, when justice and truth will be vindicated. Our wrongs will be made 

right, and we will once more, taste the blessings of freedom.  Mary Todd Lincoln 

 

Questions 

 Is it a question of winning or of proving who’s right? Why isn’t it enough for God 

to display his power? While we want assurance that there will be a victorious end, what is 

essential to vindicate God? What’s more important for us—to gain the victory over evil 

spirits or to have our names written in heaven? 

 

Bible summary 

 Eph. 1:18–22 speaks of the exaltation of Jesus above all other rulers/authorities. 

Rom. 8:26–39 is such an encouraging passage that speaks of God working for our good. 

For “Who can separate us from Christ’s love? Can oppression, distress, or persecution? 

Or hunger, poverty, danger, or violence? Just as Scripture says, ‘For your sake we’re in 

danger of being killed all the time. We’re treated like sheep to be slaughtered.’ No—in all 

that happens to us we’re more than conquerors through him who loved us. I’m absolutely 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor devils, neither the present nor the 

future, nor powers, neither height nor depth, in fact nothing in all creation can separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom 8:35-39 FBV.  

 We’re told to “Confront the devil, and he will run away from you.” James 4:7 

FBV. Despite our suffering, God will encourage us and rescue us, says 1 Pet. 5:6–10. 

Jesus in Luke 10:1–20 makes it clear that his very presence is a judgment on those who 

refuse to respond. He gave his disciples the role of announcing the kingdom, but warned 

against taking pride regarding their power over the spirits, but told them to rather be glad 

that their names were written in heaven. Acts 5:12–16 speaks of the miracles the apostles 

were able to do in the name and power of Jesus. 

 

 Comment  
 While we appreciate the assurance that the victory over evil has been won, and 

that God is on our side bringing victory over evil forces, this should not become 
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triumphalism. Our victory is not by force. In the same way as Zechariah quotes God: 

“Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit” we are not to look to winning the war 

through some “military” means. 

 Jesus’ way of achieving victory was on the cross. So we need to identify with and 

use the same kind of means. Love does not insist on having it own ay etc. It is not down 

to compulsion, but a desire to win through a demonstration of living care. Of course love 

can still be rejected, and evil has consistently done this. In the end there is an End! But 

not by overwhelming force, but through a demonstration of what is true and right. 

 When we are “embattled” by evil, Rom. 8:26–39 reminds us that nothing can 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. More than praying for the defeat of our 

enemies, we need to be praying for the success of good in our lives, clinging on to our 

hope in Jesus, assured of his love for us. 

 Remember how the disciples wanted to call down fire out of heaven on one 

Samaritan village because they didn’t welcome Jesus. (See Luke 9:54). Jesus rebuked 

them for saying this. Why? Wouldn’t it have been a great demonstration of power and 

judgment against those who didn’t accept Jesus? No: this was never Jesus’ way. 

Retaliation is not in God’s dictionary. He is not personally affronted by rejection, but 

saddened by it for it means he cannot help those who turn away from him.  

 So when it comes to victory over evil forces we know that God does indeed have 

the power. But he chooses to work through example and demonstration, helping all of us 

to understand the true basis of his nature and government. We need to think the same 

way. There is no question: the victory is secure. We may not experience fairness in this 

life. We may not receive what we “deserve.” In fact, we may not always have victory 

over evil. But we know that evil has been unmasked for what it truly is, and that one day 

it will be gone and goodness will reign forever. Now that’s worth living for! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

Coming to Christ, they [James and John] reported to Him the words of the 

[Samaritan] people, telling Him that they had even refused to give Him a night's lodging. 

They thought that a grievous wrong had been done Him, and seeing Mount Carmel in the 

distance, where Elijah had slain the false prophets, they said, "Wilt Thou that we 

command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?" They 

were surprised to see that Jesus was pained by their words, and still more surprised as His 

rebuke fell upon their ears, "Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. For the Son of 

man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them." And He went to another 

village. 

It is no part of Christ's mission to compel men to receive Him. It is Satan, and 

men actuated by his spirit, that seek to compel the conscience. Under a pretense of zeal 

for righteousness, men who are confederate with evil angels bring suffering upon their 

fellow men, in order to convert them to their ideas of religion; but Christ is ever showing 

mercy, ever seeking to win by the revealing of His love. He can admit no rival in the 

soul, nor accept of partial service; but He desires only voluntary service, the willing 

surrender of the heart under the constraint of love. There can be no more conclusive 

evidence that we possess the spirit of Satan than the disposition to hurt and destroy those 

who do not appreciate our work, or who act contrary to our ideas.  {DA 487} 
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