
1 

 

5. Growing in Christ (4Q 2012—Growing in Christ) 

 

Biblical material: Isa. 35:10, Mark 10:45, Rom. 6:12–23, Eph. 6:12, Col. 1:16, Gal. 4:1–

11, Col. 2:15. 

 

Quotes 

• Christianity is a religion about a cross. Leon Morris 

• Calvary shows how far men will go in sin, and how far God will go in man’s 

salvation. H.C. Trumbull 

• Freed to draw by its own power, the cross remains the magnet of the souls of men. 

Kenneth Cragg 

• The wonder of the cross is not the blood, but whose blood, and to what purpose. 

Donald English 

• Gospel liberty is a liberty from sin, not to sin. Thomas Hall 

• Evil is always possible. And goodness is eternally difficult. Anne Rice 

• I believe that there is one story in the world, and only one. . . . Humans are 

caught—in their lives, in their thoughts, in their hungers and ambitions, in their 

avarice and cruelty, and in their kindness and generosity too—in a net of good 

and evil. . . . There is no other story. A man, after he has brushed off the dust and 

chips of his life, will have left only the hard, clean questions: Was it good or was 

it evil? Have I done well—or ill? John Steinbeck 

 

Questions 
 How is the cross “a triumph”? What reasons can you think of that show how vital 

it was that Jesus came to this world? What are God’s answers to the Devil’s charges 

against him? How are we set free from the slavery of sin? What is the ransom that Jesus 

gave? In what practical ways do we grow in Christ? 

 

Bible summary 

Isaiah 35:10 reminds us of the time when the ransomed will return, entering 

Jerusalem with singing and with great joy. This is accomplished by Jesus, who came to 

give his life a ransom for many (Mark 10:45). Rom. 6:12-23 tells us we are slaves to 

righteousness, not under law but under grace! The cosmic conflict in which we are 

involved involves more than us: “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” (Eph. 6:12 NIV). Christ is the 

one who made everything (Col. 1:16). He has freed us from the slavery of sin (Gal. 4:1-

11), “having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, 

triumphing over them by the cross.” (Col. 2:15 NIV). 

 

Comment   
The message of Christ is liberation! Though we are enslaved to sin, we can be 

redeemed, we can be set free. The key verse here is Mark 10:45 which tells us that Jesus 

came to give his life as a ransom for many. All too often theologians have become “hung 

up” on this verse, wondering what the price was, which currency was used, and to whom 

it was paid. This is not Jesus’ point. He wants to say that freedom is not free—it cost him 
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considerably. But clearly any attempts to analyze the transaction are unhelpful, for the 

focus is on a very real but intangible cost. In the same way as my wife just told me that 

last night she paid the price for eating cheese but could not put a dollar amount on it (!), 

so too even when we say it cost Jesus “his blood” or “his death” we are speaking about a 

tragic experience rather than a business transaction. 

 So when we speak of being ransomed, of being set free from the slavery of sin, 

these are relational concepts that are based on Jesus’ victory. Through the power of God 

we do not have to continue in our sinful lives. God can re-make us, and restore us in his 

image. This is not just rescue from a dangerous situation; it is the healing transformation 

from sin-sick rebels to healthy, trustworthy friends. 

 This is where the issues in the great controversy come in. We are part of this 

cosmic conflict over the nature and character of God. We are not just fighting flesh and 

blood, but “principalities and powers of darkness.” The promise from Jesus is not to be 

fearful, for he has defeated the world. Our role therefore is to be reassured by Jesus, and 

to hold on to him as he works in us to heal the damage of sin and restore us to a right 

relationship with him. This is what “Growing in Christ” really means—trusting in him to 

make us right and keep us right, changing us from sinful selfish enemies into loving, self-

sacrificing friends who understand that God’s government is based on thinking of “the 

other.” 

 Jesus came into the world to reveal God, to save humanity, to demonstrate truth, 

to refute Satan’s charges, to prove the fatal nature of sin, to show a victorious life, to 

affirm the unchanging nature of God’s principles, to destroy the works of the Devil, to 

show us God’s incredible love and grace… and much more! In unmasking the Devil and 

his lies, this “murderer from the beginning” who assassinated the character of God, Jesus 

answers the charges in the great controversy so that the whole universe can understand 

that God has always been telling the truth, and is the source of goodness, love, and right. 

he gives us the opportunity to share in his victory through his grace. This victory is the 

victory over death and evil, over pain and sadness, over the passing nature of this life. 

Through Christ’s victory we have access to eternal life.  

 But this is no militaristic victory. It was not won by force. It was won by love. 

This is the most incredible aspect of God—that even though he indeed has the power to 

do whatever he wants, he chooses never to use that power in a selfish way. He looks to 

win through invitation and demonstration, by showing grace and kindness to even the 

worst of his enemies.  

 As a result we share with him in this victory of love, and can never use the old 

selfish ways of compulsion and force. We have been set free from the results of our 

sins—in that we will not die as a natural consequence. God is healing the damage done; 

he is working to remake his image in us once more. As the belief summary says, “we are 

called to grow into the likeness of His character.” We cannot do this in ourselves—God 

himself is the one who does this in us and for us. As we accept his transforming grace in 

our lives, daily choosing to follow him and identify with him that right is truly right and 

something we desperately want for ourselves. In this way our lives do become a spiritual 

experience, and God is at the center of our thoughts and motives as we seek to follow him 

in all that we say and do. 
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Seventh-day Adventist Fundamental Beliefs: 11. Growing in Christ 

 By His death on the cross Jesus triumphed over the forces of evil. He who 

subjugated the demonic spirits during His earthly ministry has broken their power and 

made certain their ultimate doom. Jesus’ victory gives us victory over the evil forces that 

still seek to control us, as we walk with Him in peace, joy, and assurance of His love. 

Now the Holy Spirit dwells within us and empowers us. Continually committed to Jesus 

as our Saviour and Lord, we are set free from the burden of our past deeds. No longer do 

we live in the darkness, fear of evil powers, ignorance, and meaninglessness of our 

former way of life. In this new freedom in Jesus, we are called to grow into the likeness 

of His character, communing with Him daily in prayer, feeding on His Word, meditating 

on it and on His providence, singing His praises, gathering together for worship, and 

participating in the mission of the Church. As we give ourselves in loving service to those 

around us and in witnessing to His salvation, His constant presence with us through the 

Spirit transforms every moment and every task into a spiritual experience. (Ps 1:1, 2; 

23:4; 77:11, 12; Col 1:13, 14; 2:6, 14, 15; Luke 10:17-20; Eph 5:19, 20; 6:12-18; 1 Thess 

5:23; 2 Peter 2:9; 3:18; 2 Cor. 3:17, 18; Phil 3:7-14; 1 Thess 5:16-18; Matt 20:25-28; 

John 20:21; Gal 5:22-25; Rom 8:38, 39; 1 John 4:4; Heb 10:25.) 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Every act, every word, is a seed that will bear fruit. Every deed of thoughtful 

kindness, of obedience, or of self-denial, will reproduce itself in others, and through them 

in still others. So every act of envy, malice, or dissension is a seed that will spring up in a 

“root of bitterness” (Heb. 12:15), whereby many shall be defiled. And how much larger 

number will the “many” poison. Thus the sowing of good and evil goes on for time and 

for eternity. {COL 85} 

 The aim of the great rebel has ever been to justify himself and to prove the divine 

government responsible for the rebellion. To this end he has bent all the power of his 

giant intellect. He has worked deliberately and systematically, and with marvelous 

success, leading vast multitudes to accept his version of the great controversy which has 

been so long in progress. For thousands of years this chief of conspiracy has palmed off 

falsehood for truth. But the time has now come when the rebellion is to be finally 

defeated and the history and character of Satan disclosed. In his last great effort to 

dethrone Christ, destroy His people, and take possession of the City of God, the arch-

deceiver has been fully unmasked. Those who have united with him see the total failure 

of his cause. Christ’s followers and the loyal angels behold the full extent of his 

machinations against the government of God. He is the object of universal abhorrence.  

{GC 670} 

 Christ presented to men that which was entirely contrary to the representations of 

the enemy in regard to the character of God, and sought to impress upon men the love of 

the Father, who "so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16. He urged upon 

men the necessity of prayer, repentance, confession, and the abandonment of sin. He 

taught them honesty, forbearance, mercy, and compassion, enjoining upon them to love 

not only those who loved them, but those who hated them and treated them despitefully. 

In all this He was revealing to them the character of the Father, who is long-suffering, 

merciful, and gracious, slow to anger, and full of goodness and truth.  {CT 29, 30} 
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