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4. Salvation: The Only Solution (4Q 2012—Growing in Christ) 

 

Biblical material: John 2:25; Jer. 17:9; Titus 1:1, 2; Rom. 3:19–24; Acts 2:37; Luke 

7:47; Eph. 2:1–5; John 3:16. 

 

Quotes 

• An idea is salvation by imagination. Frank Lloyd Wright  

• The first step in a person’s salvation is knowledge of their sin. Seneca  

• But when you take the Bible literally, for what it says, you have to come back to 

the fact that there is only one way of salvation; there’s only one Savior. Tim 

LaHaye  

• Christ is not only the Savior but the salvation itself. Matthew Henry 

• All our salvation consists in the manifestation of the nature, life, and Spirit of 

Jesus in our inward new man. William Law 

• No sinner was ever saved by giving his heart to God. We are not saved by our 

giving, we are saved by God’s giving. A.W. Pink 

• God gets more out of your salvation than you ever will. David Shepherd 

• I suddenly saw that all the time it was not I who had been seeking God, but God 

who had been seeking me. I had made myself the centre of my own existence and 

had my back turned to God. All the beauty and truth which I had discovered had 

come to me as a reflection of his beauty, but I had kept my eyes fixed on the 

reflection and was always looking at myself. But God had brought me to the point 

at which I was compelled to turn away from the reflection, both of myself and of 

the world which could only mirror my own image. During that night the mirror 

had been broken, and I had felt abandoned because I could no longer gaze upon 

the image of my own reason and the finite world which it knew. God had brought 

me to my knees and made me acknowledge my own nothingness, and out of that 

knowledge I had been reborn. I was no longer the centre of my life and therefore I 

could see God in everything. Bede Griffiths 

 

Questions 

 What are we saved from, and what are we saved to? How can wrong ideas about 

the meaning of salvation cause so much damage? What went wrong in the first place, and 

how does God make it right? Why are we so preoccupied with getting a “not guilty” 

verdict? How can we best explain to others that at its heart salvation is healing? 

 

Bible summary 

 “Jesus… knew human nature.
 
No one needed to tell him what mankind is really 

like.” John 2:24, 25 NLT. God knows our situation, and how to save us. Jer. 17:9 

explains what we also know—how deceitful our minds are! Paul preached the hope that 

leads to eternal life, Titus 1:1, 2. Rom. 3:19–24 summarizes our situation and God’s 

solution. Here’s the solution: “But now God’s character of goodness and right has been 

demonstrated. It has nothing to do with law-keeping, even though it was spoken of by the 

law and the prophets. This right character of God comes to everyone who trusts in Jesus 

Christ, those who place their confidence in him. It doesn’t matter who we are: We have 
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all sinned, and we fall far short of God’s glorious ideal. Yet through the free gift of his 

grace God makes us right through Christ Jesus who sets us free.” Rom. 3:19-24 FBV.  

 The response of people to Peter’s speech in Acts 2 is “what must we do?” Acts 

2:37. In Luke 7:47 Jesus explains that those who only think they have been forgiven a 

little, love little, while those who recognize how much they have been forgiven love 

much! Paul in Eph. 2:1-5 explains how we were dead because of our sins. The sickness of 

sin kills. But God made us alive, saving us by his grace. John 3:16 tells us that it was 

God’s love that sought to bring us back to him through his giving of himself in the person 

of Jesus Christ.  

 

Comment 

 Salvation involves the twin concepts of rescue (save) and heal (salve). We need to 

be taken out of our fatal situation, and we need to be cured of our fatal disease. The good 

news is that in God’s plan, he does both. He both saves us from this sinful world, and he 

cures us of our sinsickness, which if left untreated inevitably kills us. 

 This is far more than pronouncing we are legally not guilty. Yet with our Western 

preoccupation with legal concepts of sin and guilt is what most people think of when we 

speak about salvation. We speak about imputed righteousness and being covered with the 

blood, yet what Jesus primarily came to do was to heal the sin damage, the broken 

relationship that is at the heart of the problem. So when we speak of salvation, remember 

that in God’s mind it is about healing. Jesus’ life encapsulated this concept, 

demonstrating through all those miracles of healing that God most wants to re-make us in 

his image, to restore us to our former selves, to heal all the sinful brokenness.  

 We seek salvation from our sicknesses when we go to the doctor. We are not 

asking the doctor for forgiveness—what we want is healing. Similarly with us in our 

sinful state. While we surely are sorry for our action, while we in ourselves crave 

forgiveness, what God most wants to do is to step in as the divine Physician and heal our 

sinfulness. If we understand that our greatest need is healing, we will concentrate on that. 

We keep on forgetting that sin is not some kind of objective thing, but relational—or the 

lack of relationship! Only as we understand what went wrong in the first place can we 

understand what God’s salvation really is—and how he acts to bring us back to him.  

 Way back in the Old Testament God identifies himself: “I am the Lord, who heals 

you.” Exodus 15:26 NIV. In Luke 8:48 Jesus explains that we are healed by placing our 

trust in him to do just that, and in Luke 7:50 Jesus uses the exact same word to describe 

salvation. Clearly Jesus wanted us to understand that salvation is healing. 

 This is no imputation of merit. This is no mystical transfer of righteousness, an 

“implanting” of perfection. It is not God failing to see us but seeing Jesus instead. Many 

images that have been used to describe salvation fail to truly represent what is going on. 

It is God winning us back to love and trust him by the demonstration of who he is and 

what he can do for us. What was the problem we faced as human beings back in the 

beginning? We believed the lies of the Devil and distrusted God. We severed our love 

relationship with God, and “married” the Devil. By falling into his misrepresentation of 

God, we cut ourselves off from life, from our Creator.  

 How does God restore this relationship that is vital for our continued existence? 

By showing the Devil and our parents were totally wrong in their rejection of God, most 

effectively by Jesus’ life and death, showing us the truth about God. Once God has 
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regained our trust, then he can heal us—an active intervention that restores the image of 

God in us. How? Well, think of how it was lost. The image of God was lost by repeated 

denials of truth, by choosing evil actions, by embracing lies. By recognizing truth is truth, 

choosing right over wrong, and by daily developing that relationship with the one who is 

the essence of Good, we come back into conformity with God’s reality and are healed 

and remade. The choices are in our brain!  

 Sometimes people just dismiss this as “only ideas.” Ideas are seen as something 

insubstantial, thoughts that come and go. But ideas have great power: to heal and to 

destroy. What was Lucifer’s great sin? An attitude of pride. Pride is an idea—that you are 

the greatest, that you are the most important, and that the universe revolves around you. 

This idea rejects the welfare of others, is totally selfish, and inevitably destructive. So it 

was an idea that dragged God’s perfect universe into all this conflict, this war that began 

in heaven. And it is an idea that wins us back: the proof of God as he really is, loving us 

back to himself. This is salvation.  

  

Ellen White Comments 

 But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the 

salvation of man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely 

that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be 

regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before the universe. {PP 68} 

 As the Life-giver, He assumed our nature, that He might reveal the character of 

God, and stamp His image on all who would receive Him. He became man that through 

His infinite sacrifice God might receive the homage of the restored race. . . . The science 

of redemption is as high as heaven, and its value is infinite. This truth is so broad, so 

deep, so high, that beside it all the wisdom of earth's wisest men sinks into insignificance. 

In comparison with the knowledge of God, all human knowledge is as chaff. And the way 

of salvation can be made known only by God.--Manuscript 69, 1897.  {7ABC 469} 

 Many who are now dwelling in the shadow of sin and death, as they see in God's 

faithful servants a reflection of the Light of the world, will realize that they have a hope 

of salvation, and they will open their hearts to receive the healing beams, and will in turn 

become light bearers to others yet in darkness.  {CT 468} 

 Only eternity will reveal what has been accomplished by this kind of ministry, 

how many souls, sick with doubt, and tired of worldliness and unrest, have been brought 

to the Great Physician, who longs to save to the uttermost all who will come unto Him. 

Christ is a risen Saviour, and there is healing in His wings. {DG 131} 

 To believe in Christ merely as the Saviour of the world can never bring healing to 

the soul. The faith that is unto salvation is not a mere assent to the truth of the gospel. 

True faith is that which receives Christ as a personal Saviour. God gave His only-

begotten Son, that I, by believing in Him, "should not perish, but have everlasting life." 

John 3:16. {MH 62} 

 We must each come to the fountain and drink for ourselves. A thousand around us 

may take of the stream of salvation, but we shall not be refreshed unless we drink of the 

healing stream ourselves. We must see the beauty, the light of God's word for 

ourselves… {RH, March 11, 1890} 
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