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3. Man: God’s Handiwork (4Q 2012—Growing in Christ) 

 

Biblical material: Gen 1:26, 27; Mark 12:13–17; Gen. 2:19–25; Acts 17:26; Rom. 5:12–

19; Ps. 10:3. 

 

Quotes 

• We are things of the day.  What are we?  What are we not?  The shadow of a 

dream is man, no more. Pindar 

• But what am I?  An infant crying in the night; An infant crying for the light; And 

with no language but a cry. Tennyson 

• He’s a real Nowhere Man, / Sitting in his Nowhere Land, / Making all his 

nowhere plans for nobody. / Doesn’t have a point of view, / Knows not where 

he’s going to, / Isn’t he a bit like you and me? Lennon/McCartney 

• If God has created us in his image, we have repaid him well. Voltaire 

• As a man is, so is his God; therefore was God so often an object of mockery. Goethe 

• Is man only a blunder of God, or God only a blunder of man. Nietzsche 

• Every assertion about God is simultaneously an assertion about man and vice 

versa. Rudolf Bultmann 

• This is how humans are: we question all our beliefs, except for the ones we really 

believe, and those we never think to question. Orson Scott Card 

 

Questions 

 Why is it so important to know who we are and where we came from? How 

would we know without the Bible? How do we discover meaning and purpose in life? 

What is the answer to a sense of meaninglessness? How do we relate to our Creator? 

What does the “image of God” really mean? How does this concept affect us? 

 

Bible summary 

 Gen 1:26, 27 reminds us we were created in the image of God. The conclusion of 

Mark 12:13-17 is that we give back to God what belongs to God. The creation of Eve 

shows God’s very direct involvement in making us who we are Gen. 2:19-25. In Acts 

17:26 we’re told that God made all of us from one man—and that through this one man 

sin came into the world. Rom. 5:12-19. Ps. 10:3 describes the state of evil into which we 

have fallen.  

 

Comment  

Too bad the title couldn’t have been overtly gender-inclusive! The essential point 

here is that we are made in the image of God. Restoring us into his image once more is 

God’s objective. For as we examine who we are, we come to the conclusion that in the 

context of the universe, we don’t count for much. Is it true as Stephen Hawking asserted, 

“We are just an advanced breed of monkeys on a minor planet of a very average star”? 

David writes in wonder: “When I look at the night sky and see the work of your 

fingers—the moon and the stars you set in place—what are mere mortals that you should 

think about them, human beings that you should care for them?” Ps. 8:4, 5 NLT. 

What indeed! Beings that live on a speck of dust whirling around in a second-rate 

galaxy, lost in the immensity of space.  Who are we?  What are we?  Totally 
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insignificant.  Nothings.  Zeros. Plus we see our emptiness.  A brief existence under the 

stars, and then gone.  When you think about it, it does seem so pointless, so ridiculous. 

This is where our journey seems to lead.  Now that we see ourselves, we see 

nothing of any importance—just another lost creature adrift on the endless seas of time 

and space.  “We spend our years as a tale that is told,” says Ps 90:9 KJV.  Just like 

someone telling a story, we live out our time here, and when the story ends, so do we.  

Look at the Bible pictures of humanity: 

“A mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.” “My days vanish like 

smoke.”  “As for man, his days are like grass—like a flower.” “The grass withers and the 

flowers fall.”  “I fade away like an evening shadow.”  James 4:14, Ps 102:3, Ps 103:15; Is 

40:7 Ps 109:23 NIV. Mist - Smoke - Grass - Flowers - Shadows.  Images of passing.  

Temporary.  Transient. 

 Vanity, vanity, all is vanity.  You can see why Solomon thought that way.  We 

can see the same thing.  We know so much more about our universe.  We can observe the 

stars through radio astronomy, through X-ray, infra-red, ultra-violet satellites.  We have 

great theories of stellar evolution.  Black holes.  Quasars.  And all the rest.  We may think 

we are really something.  We may even dream of conquering the universe: “Going where 

no man has gone before.”  We are the center of the universe! 

But who are we fooling.  We are nothing, and we know it.  We are not going to be 

colonizing the universe, not in our present state.  When we become aware of ourselves, 

we must acknowledge our passing nothingness.  We cannot even be sure of our existence, 

for “No man is sure of life.” Job 24:22 KJV. Human beings, living and dying on the 

borders of limitless space. 

What can we do about it?  What power do we have to control our destiny, or to 

help ourselves?  On this score we come out even worse: “You are less than nothing and 

your works are utterly worthless.”  Is. 41:24 NIV. Less than nothing. On a measure of 

ability we come out as negative—we desperately need someone else to do something for 

us.  “The way of man is not in himself.”  Jer. 10:23 KJV.  Powerless.  Unable to do 

anything of any real and lasting benefit.  Weak, incapable beings.  That’s us... 

A hard thing to admit.  No one likes to say that they’re incapable but it’s true. 

Bede likened our lives to a sparrow flying across a banqueting hall.  It flies in from the 

darkness—enjoys warmth and light and happiness (maybe) for a very short time—and 

then flies out into the darkness again. 

Life is short.  Life is full of weakness.  Life is nothingness. From this perspective, 

in Shakespeare’s words, life is “a tale told by an idiot full of sound and fury, signifying 

nothing.” 

That last part is the worst.  In this step towards God it is the pointlessness of life 

that brings the greatest sorrow.  Futility—the real curse of us on our own. “‘Everything is 

meaningless,’ says the Teacher, ‘completely meaningless!’ What do people get for all 

their hard work under the sun?” Eccl 1:2, 3 NLT. To realize that there is no reason for 

your life is the end of us.  If we accept that, then there is no hope: “My days are faster 

than a weaver’s shuttle, and they come to an end without hope.” Job 7:6 NIV. In 

ourselves this is where we end up.  Looking in at man himself, we see no hope. 

Yet thank God for the fact we can discover that we cannot help ourselves.  For it 

is by recognizing this that we search for true meaning and purpose, and we discover God 

who has been waiting for us all along! Accepting that there is no hope in ourselves, we 
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turn to God, our Creator and Re-creator, and by his healing salvation we are changed into 

his image once more:  

• Our days are like the fading flowers... but God lives forever. 

• Our time is full of trouble and frustration... but God has peace, fullness, 

perfection. 

• Our ability to help ourselves is insignificant... but God is all-powerful. 

• Our lives are hopeless and meaningless... but God is hope and meaning. 

 

In our poor benighted lives we stumble on, not knowing where we are going, not 

understanding, not seeing any reason for our existence. Then God comes in, and our 

problems are resolved as God remakes us in his image. For that is the answer. We were 

made by him; we are his children. Now we see meaning and purpose and destination. Our 

lives become full of meaning when we follow God. They become full of power with the 

help of God. They become eternal because of the promise of God. “Surely the people are 

grass. The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.” Isa 

40:7, 8 NIV. Our days on earth are like grass; like wildflowers, we bloom and die. The 

wind blows, and we are gone—as though we had never been here. But the love of the 

LORD remains forever with those who fear him. His salvation extends to the children’s 

children.” Ps 103:15-17 NLT. He is our Father, he is our Creator. We are made in the 

image of God. We are his children, and we are going home to be with our Father. 

 

Ellen White Comments 
 God created man in His own image. Here is no mystery. There is no ground for 

the supposition that man was evolved by slow degrees of development from the lower 

forms of animal or vegetable life. Such teaching lowers the great work of the Creator to 

the level of man’s narrow, earthly conceptions. Men are so intent upon excluding God 

from the sovereignty of the universe that they degrade man and defraud him of the 

dignity of his origin. He who set the starry worlds on high and tinted with delicate skill 

the flowers of the field, who filled the earth and the heavens with the wonders of His 

power, when He came to crown His glorious work, to place one in the midst to stand as 

ruler of the fair earth, did not fail to create a being worthy of the hand that gave him life. 

The genealogy of our race, as given by inspiration, traces back its origin, not to a line of 

developing germs, mollusks, and quadrupeds, but to the great Creator. Though formed 

from the dust, Adam was “the son of God.” . . .  {CC 11} 

The true object of education is to restore the image of God in the soul. In the 

beginning, God created man in his own likeness. He endowed him with noble qualities. 

His mind was well-balanced, and all the powers of his being were harmonious. But the 

fall and its effects have perverted these gifts. Sin has marred and well-nigh obliterated the 

image of God in man. It was to restore this that the plan of salvation was devised, and a 

life of probation was granted to man. To bring him back to the perfection in which he was 

first created, is the great object of life,--the object that underlies every other. {CE 63-4} 

Through the power of Christ, men and women have broken the chains of sinful 

habit. They have renounced selfishness. The profane have become reverent, the drunken 

sober, the profligate pure. Souls that have borne the likeness of Satan have become 

transformed into the image of God. This change is in itself the miracle of miracles. {AA 

476} 
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