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2. Revelation, and the God Revealed in It (4Q 2012—Growing in Christ) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Pet. 1:19–21; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17; Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19; Heb. 11:6; 

1:1, 2; Exod. 3:1–14. 

 

Quotes 

• I believe the Bible is the best gift God has ever given to man. All the good from 

the Savior of the world is communicated to us through this book. Abraham 

Lincoln 

• There are more sure marks of authenticity in the Bible than in any profane history. 

Isaac Newton 

• The Bible is worth all other books which have ever been printed. Patrick Henry 

• I know the Bible is inspired because it finds me at greater depths of my being than 

any other book. S.T. Coleridge. 

• After all, the Bible must be its own argument and defense. H.J. Van Dyke. 

• There are matters in the Bible, said to be done by the express commandment of 

God, that are shocking to humanity and to every idea we have of moral justice. 

Thomas Paine  

• It ain’t the parts of the Bible that I can’t understand that bother me, it is the parts 

that I do understand. Mark Twain  

 

Questions 

 Why are so many different pictures of God drawn from Scripture? How do we 

understand the God described in the pages of the Bible? How do we understand 

inspiration? Why was it so important for Jesus to come from the perspective of God’s 

self-revelation? How does Jesus answer the charges Satan made against God? 

 

Bible summary 

 2 Pet. 1:19-21 reminds us that God’s word leads to a revelation of himself, 

expressed through the inspiration of the prophets. 2 Tim. 3:16, 17 explains that all 

Scripture is “God-breathed” and is therefore essential to help us understand God, the 

principles of right and wrong, and how to live our lives. In Deut. 6:4 we read that God is 

one—a very different concept to the polytheism that has been the religious norm during 

much of past history on Earth. Matt. 28:19 outlines the Trinity, a vital aspect of our 

understanding of God. We are reminded by Heb. 11:6 that an assumption of God is 

essential—and the Bible makes that assumption, without argument. Heb. 1:1, 2 sums up 

past and present revelation—in the past through the prophets, but in its fullest form now 

through Jesus. God’s revelation of himself to Moses at the burning bush also gives us his 

chosen name as a description of eternal existence: I AM.  

 

Comment  
 Look at what the Bible claims: “In the beginning God...” (Genesis 1:1). God is 

proclaimed from the first verse of the Bible. He is not proved, or debated. God is.  

 Nearly 4000 times it is recorded that, “The word of the Lord came to...” or “Thus 

says the Lord.” Clear proof of what the Bible says of itself—the word of God. Look again 
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at 2 Peter 1:21 and 2 Timothy 3:16 NIV.  God speaks through human beings. That’s what 

the Bible says it is—the record of this inspiration. 

 “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 

not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” (John 

20:30, 31 NIV). That is the purpose of the Bible.  

 It’s the record of God revealing himself to human beings all through history, and 

especially in the greatest revelation of all: God’s Son, Jesus Christ. It’s the account of the 

great controversy between God and the Devil, good triumphing over evil, and how we all 

are involved in the battle over the nature and character of God. It’s the demonstration of 

how God came to save us and to re-make us in his image. It’s the evidence of God’s 

salvation. So it can’t be just a good book, or sublime literature, or human imaginings. 

Take or leave it—the Bible says of itself: this is God speaking to you. 

 From Eden to Exodus, from Mount Sinai to the Mount of Olives, from Galilee to 

Gethsemane—the chorus of the Bible is: God can be trusted! He really does do what he 

promises. He really can fulfill his claims. He really is as he says.  

 The Bible is not full of pious sayings and religious instructions. Instead it shows 

how God acts and reacts to human beings. The Bible tells the story of how God so loved 

the world that he was willing to do absolutely everything—even to die on the Cross—to 

win us back.  

 It’s worth taking time to check out this God. He doesn’t say “Believe blindly in 

me.” He says “Take a look. See the kind of person I am. Examine my record. Understand 

my nature. Then accept me for what I am. Look at what I can do for you. Salvation 

unlimited! That’s what the Bible describes. In clear and simple terms it tells us how God 

is involved with us. The evidence is overwhelming. Why do so many ignore the Bible, 

then? Why do so few people trust the Bible? People don’t reject the Bible because it 

contradicts itself, but because it contradicts themselves! Sadly most don’t want to know 

what the Bible says because they don’t want to know God. As Josh Billings suggested: 

“Almost any fool can prove the Bible ain’t so—it takes a wise man to believe it.” 

Personal experience is the only way the Bible and the God of the Bible can be analyzed 

and judged trustworthy.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

The word of God, the Christian Bible, reveals His character. He himself has 

declared His infinite love and pity. {BTS, January 1, 1909} 

 The Bible is like a fountain. The more you look into it, the deeper it appears. The 

grand truths of sacred history possess amazing strength and beauty, and are as far-

reaching as eternity. No science is equal to the science that reveals the character of God. 

{FE 393} 

 The Bible is a wonderful book… It contains instruction concerning the wonders 

of the universe, it reveals to our understanding the character of the Author of the heavens 

and the earth. In it is the revelation of God to man.  {ST, January 30, 1893} 

 The Bible is the most instructive history that men possess… The curtain that 

separates the visible from the invisible world is lifted, and we behold the conflict of the 

opposing forces of good and evil, from the first entrance of sin, to the final triumph of 

righteousness and truth; and all is but a revelation of the character of God. {CE 65} 
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