
1 

 

13. When All Things Become New (4Q 2012—Growing in Christ) 

 

Biblical material: 1 Thess. 4:16–18, Revelation 20, 1 Cor. 4:5, Rom. 8:20–22, Rev. 

21:11–22:5, Rev. 21:3. 

 

Quotes 

• We may speak about a place where there are no tears, no death, no fear, no night; 

but those are just the benefits of heaven. The beauty of heaven is seeing God. Max 

Lucado 

• The love of heaven makes one heavenly. William Shakespeare  

• Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at earth and you get neither. 

C. S. Lewis  

• If I am not allowed to laugh in heaven, I don’t want to go there. Martin Luther  

• My home is in Heaven. I’m just traveling through this world. Billy Graham  

• We talk about heaven being so far away. It is within speaking distance to those 

who belong there. Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people. Dwight L. 

Moody  

• It is God alone who makes heaven to be heaven. Thomas Brooks 

 

Questions 

 Why do we so look forward to God’s re-creation? Our understanding of God and 

his nature determines what we hope for—so how do we see this Re-creator? In thinking 

of heaven and this experience with God, what is our predominant motivation? How does 

God’s vindication feature in our personal hopes? How will it be to be home with the 

Lord? 

 

Bible summary 

 1 Thess. 4:16–18 paints a dramatic picture of how God makes us new at his 

coming. Rev. 20 speaks of resurrection and judgment. I Cor. 4:5 FBV explains, “So don’t 

judge anything before the right time—when the Lord comes. He will bring to light all the 

darkest secrets that are hidden, and he will reveal people’s motives. God will give 

everyone whatever praise they deserve.” Additionally, “creation itself waits in hope.” 

(Rom. 8:21 FBV) while Rev. 21:11–22:5 gives us the glorious end-time vision of God 

remaking us and our world so we can be with him forever.  

 

Comment 

 We were not created for this world as we find it today. As C. S. Lewis writes, “If I 

find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable 

explanation is that I was made for another world.” 

The truth is that God comes to make all things new, to transform this sad 

existence into his eternity of joy. His answer to our sense of pointlessness and 

insignificance is the assurance of a God-filled present and an eternity in His presence. 

“Listen, I’m going to reveal a mystery! Not all of us will die—but we will all be 

changed, in a moment, in the blink of an eye, at the sound of the last trumpet. The 

trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised never to die again, and we will be 

changed. For this perishable body must be clothed with a body that never perishes. This 
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mortal life must be clothed with immortality. When this perishable body has been clothed 

with a body that never perishes, and this mortal life has been clothed with immortality, 

then the Scripture will come true that says, ‘Death has been totally conquered and 

destroyed. Death—where’s your victory? Death— where’s your sting?’” 1 Corinthians 

15:51-55 FBV. 

God is the only answer, the only meaning, the only value. “As for us, we are 

looking for new heavens and a new earth God has promised where everything is right.” 2 

Peter 3:13 FBV. 

The sense of coming home is a powerful emotion. It tugs at our heart—for so 

much happened there. It’s where we belong—and that feeling of belonging is strong and 

deep. Yet for so many, like myself, there is that sense of desolation, for we cannot go 

home again. For all things pass, and what made our memories fades and dies.  

But we are not abandoned, left alone with no home. In fact, we look for our true 

home, which will be ours forever. Our eternal home, the place where we really belong. 

Like the prodigal son, feeling far from home, we sense the foolishness of our life 

and our choices. Once we recognize the reality of the pig-pen, we see that our Father has 

always called us home. That is where we need to be, and we take our steps on the journey 

home. 

Jesus tells us, “Those who love me will do as I say. My Father will love them, and 

we will come and make our home with them.” John 14:23 FBV. The amazing truth that 

God comes to us to make His home with us! Accepted, forgiven, healed, restored, and 

most of all, at home forever with our loving Lord. 

That is God’s promise to all his homesick children. Come to me, come and be 

saved, come home. In his greatest words to comfort his weary friends, Jesus pointed to 

the way home, and the assurance that he would come to take us home with him: 

“Don’t let your minds be anxious. Trust in God, trust in me as well. In my 

Father’s house there are many rooms. If this wasn’t so I would have told you. I’m going 

to prepare a place for you. Once I’ve gone and prepared a place for you, I will come 

again and take you with me, so that you can be there with me too.” John 14:1-3 FBV. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Through Christ’s redeeming work the government of God stands justified. The 

Omnipotent One is made known as the God of love. Satan’s charges are refuted, and his 

character unveiled. Rebellion can never again arise. Sin can never again enter the 

universe. Through eternal ages all are secure from apostasy. By love’s self-sacrifice, the 

inhabitants of earth and heaven are bound to their Creator in bonds of indissoluble union.   

 The work of redemption will be complete. In the place where sin abounded, 

God’s grace much more abounds. The earth itself, the very field that Satan claims as his, 

is to be not only ransomed but exalted. Our little world, under the curse of sin the one 

dark blot in His glorious creation, will be honored above all other worlds in the universe 

of God. Here, where the Son of God tabernacled in humanity; where the King of glory 

lived and suffered and died, —here, when He shall make all things new, the tabernacle of 

God shall be with men, “and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and 

God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.” And through endless ages as the 

redeemed walk in the light of the Lord, they will praise Him for His unspeakable Gift, —

Immanuel, “God with us.”  {DA 26} 
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