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12. Last Things: Jesus and the Saved (4Q 2012—Growing in Christ) 

 

Biblical material: Heb. 8:1–5; Isa. 53:6; Rom. 3:24, 25; 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 9:23; Acts 

3:19–21. 

 

Quotes 

• What the caterpillar calls the end of the world the master calls a butterfly. Richard 

Bach 

• It isn’t necessary to imagine the world ending in fire or ice—there are two other 

possibilities: one is paperwork, and the other is nostalgia. Frank Zappa 

• This is the way the world ends / Not with a bang but a whimper. T. S. Eliot 

• The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to 

abolish all forms of human poverty and all forms of human life. John F. Kennedy 

• What does it mean to die when you can live until the end of the world? Anne Rice 

• It happened that a fire broke out backstage in a theater. The clown came out to 

inform the public. They thought it was a jest and applauded. He repeated his 

warning. They shouted even louder. So I think the world will come to an end 

amid the general applause from all the wits who believe that it is a joke. Søren 

Kierkegaard 

 

Questions 

 When are we saved—now or in the future? What are we saved from, and what are 

we saved to? How are Jesus’ actions for us truly “last things”? Are we Adventists, 

looking for Jesus’ coming, or Exitists, looking for our going? What should be the heart of 

our message about the “last things”? Is it about dates, or about God? How?  

 

Bible summary 

 Heb. 8:1–5 and 9:23 tell us about the high priestly ministry of Jesus. Though we 

have all strayed like sheep, the Lord has demonstrated the consequences of our sins 

through Jesus (Isa. 53:6). “Through the free gift of his grace God makes us right through 

Christ Jesus who sets us free. God openly presented Jesus as the gift that brings peace to 

those trusting in him who shed his blood. God did this to demonstrate he is truly right.” 

(Rom. 3:24, 25 FBV). Jesus mediates (shows) God to us (1 Tim. 2:5). Jesus is the one 

who heals us and who comes for us at the End (Acts 3:19–21). 

 

Comment 

 Evangelist Harold Camping set the date for the end of the world as May 21, 2011. 

He wasn’t the first date-setter, and he won’t be the last. In fact there’s a website called 

“It’s the end of the world as we know it… again.” (www.alma-geddon.com). This site 

records the many predictions of the end of the world that have been made—meteor 

strikes, floods, nuclear explosions, pandemics, global famines, alien invasions and all the 

rest. And of course, when the date passes, you just decide on a new one. As the site says, 

“if at first you don’t succeed, fail, fail, again”! 

 So how do we avoid being seen as just another crackpot group preaching the end 

of the world? How can we better explain that in all we say, God is central? Yes, there will 



2 

 

be an End—and this is God’s good news of his salvation—begun now, completed when 

he comes… 

 What of our historic focus on the signs of the times? How can we differentiate 

ourselves from the date-setters and the prophets of doom? How do we make our future 

emphasis a valid perspective, not one that will be dismissed as just another oddball 

religion? The key must be in the message of Jesus—”I will come again,” and not in some 

bizarre speculative dreaming. The future is God’s, and that’s the important message to 

announce.  

 

Comment 2 

 “Why is God landing in this enemy-occupied world in disguise and starting a sort 

of secret society to undermine the devil? Why is He not landing in force, invading it? Is it 

that He is not strong enough? Well, Christians think He is going to land in force; we do 

not know when. But we can guess why He is delaying. He wants to give us the chance of 

joining His side freely. I do not suppose you and I would have thought much of a 

Frenchman who waited till the Allies were marching into Germany and then announced 

he was on our side. God will invade.  

 But I wonder whether people who ask God to interfere openly and directly in our 

world quite realise what it will be like when He does. When that happens, it is the end of 

the world. When the author walks on to the stage the play is over. God is going to invade, 

all right: but what is the good of saying you are on His side then, when you see the whole 

natural universe melting away like a dream and something else—something it never 

entered your head to conceive—comes crashing in; something so beautiful to some of us 

and so terrible to others that none of us will have any choice left? For this time it will be 

God without disguise; something so overwhelming that it will strike either irresistible 

love or irresistible horror into every creature. It will be too late then to choose your side. 

There is no use saying you choose to lie down when it has become impossible to stand 

up. That will not be the time for choosing: it will be the time when we discover which 

side we really have chosen, whether we realised it before or not. Now, today, this 

moment, is our chance to choose the right side. God is holding back to give us that 

chance. It will not last forever. We must take it or leave it.” C.S. Lewis, The Case for 

Christianity 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Living power must attend the message of Christ’s second appearing. We must not 

rest until we see many souls converted to the blessed hope of the Lord’s return… The 

message for this time is positive, simple, and of the deepest importance. We must act like 

men and women who believe it. Waiting, watching, working, praying, warning the world-

-this is our work. . . .  {Ev 219} 

      We are looking for the second coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We are not only to believe that the end of all things is at hand. We are to be filled with 

the spirit of Christ’s advent, that when the Lord comes, He may find us ready to meet 

Him, whether we are working in the field, or building a house, or preaching the Word; 

ready to say, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us” (Isaiah 

25:9). {11MR 270} 
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