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1. The Great Controversy: The Foundation (4Q 2012—Growing in Christ) 

 

Biblical material: Gen. 3:15, Rev. 12:1–17, Isa. 14:4–21, Ezek. 28:12–19, Isa. 53:6, 

Rom. 1:20–28, John 16:2. 

 

Quotes 

• God did not create evil. Just as darkness is the absence of light, evil is the absence 

of God. Albert Einstein 

• Life—the way it really is—is a battle not between bad and good but between bad 

and worse. Joseph Brodsky 

• Those who forget good and evil and seek only to know the facts are more likely to 

achieve good than those who view the world through the distorting medium of 

their own desires. Bertrand Russell 

• Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from religious 

conviction. Blaise Pascal 

• There is only one good, knowledge, and one evil, ignorance. Socrates 

• For good and evil, man is a free creative spirit. This produces the very queer 

world we live in, a world in continuous creation and therefore continuous change 

and insecurity. Joyce Cary  

• I am in politics because of the conflict between good and evil, and I believe that 

in the end good will triumph. Margaret Thatcher  

 

Questions 
 What are the issues at the heart of the great controversy? Why is this over-arching 

theme so important? Is this just another way of talking about the battle between good and 

evil? How does this concept matter to us individually? How do you settle issues of trust 

and the use of power? In what ways did Jesus answer the issues of the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 Genesis 3:15 reminds us of the great controversy come to earth in the conflict 

between the serpent and the woman. This imagery is continued in Rev. 12:1-17 with the 

conflict between the dragon and the woman, and includes the insight of Rev. 12:7 that 

there was war in heaven. Isa. 14:4-21 explains the fall of Lucifer under the rubric of the 

king of Babylon, which is paralleled in Ezek. 28:12–19 under a funeral song for the king 

of Tyre. Isa. 53:6 speaks of God’s answer to the charges made by Satan—though when 

we read “the LORD laid on him the sins of us all” we need to be careful not to say that the 

Father was in any way punishing the Son—for that would vindicate Satan in his charges 

against God! Rom. 1:20-28 tells us we have no excuse for not knowing God, or what is 

happening. This passage also makes clear what God’s wrath really is: his abandoning us 

to the consequences of our choices. Jesus tells us in John 16:2 how people can think 

they’re helping God by killing the saints! 

 

Comment   
 “The Seventh-day Adventist Church has a statement of 28 fundamental beliefs. 

These are not a creed…” (Lesson introduction). This statement is very much open to 

question. The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” which is the first word of a 
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statement of belief, and means simply, “I believe.” So to say that the Adventist Church 

does not have a creed is disingenuous, to say the least. It should be remembered that the 

Adventist creed has formed over time. It was only in 1980 that the then 27 Fundamental 

Beliefs were formulated. Prior to that, various shorter formulations were used.  

 Ironically, the early Adventist pioneers were extremely anti-creedal. This was due 

to their experience of being thrown out of their former churches on the basis that they did 

not follow the creed. J.N. Loughborough put it bluntly: “The first step of apostasy is to 

get up a creed, telling us what we shall believe. The second is to make that creed a test of 

fellowship. The third is to try members by that creed. The fourth is to denounce as 

heretics those who do not believe that creed. And fifth, to commence persecution against 

such.” Review and Herald, Oct. 8, 1861. 

 One might argue then whether the 28 Fundamental Beliefs are “telling us what we 

shall believe”! While the appeal to church order is entirely appropriate, the continuing 

creedal development is surely cause for concern, especially in view of the clear 

instructions against this from church founders. James White was absolutely clear in his 

stance against creedal formulations, taking the position that “the Bible is our only creed”: 

“It is the opinion of the mass of professors of religion that human creeds are 

indispensable to the maintenance of gospel order.... But what is the real condition of the 

churches with all their creeds to aid them? They are in a condition but little less than 

perfect confusion.... It is evident, therefore, that human creeds do fail to accomplish the 

work for which men plead their necessity… We go for order and strict discipline in the 

church of Christ. And while we reject all human creeds, or platforms, which have failed 

to effect the order set forth in the gospel, we take the Bible, the perfect rule of faith and 

practice, given by inspiration of God. This shall be our platform on which to stand, our 

creed and discipline. This will not fail to accomplish the work ‘whereunto it was sent.’ It 

came from above. It has its origin in the councils of heaven. Its author is the God of 

“peace” and order; while the strange confusion of man-made creeds spring from this 

world, and have their origin in the brains of poor erring mortals. ‘As the heavens are 

higher than the earth,’ so is our creed, which is the Word of God, higher in perfection and 

real worth than all human Creeds.” James White, Review and Herald, Dec. 13, 1853.  

“Now what is our position as a people? The Bible is our creed. We reject 

everything in the form of a human creed. We take the Bible and the gifts of the Spirit; 

embracing the faith that thus the Lord will teach us from time to time. And in this we take 

a position against the formation of a creed.” James White, Review and Herald, Oct. 8, 

1861. 

 However the main focus for this week is the over-arching, cosmic theme of the 

great controversy. Adventist author Herb Douglass identifies the great controversy as 

Adventism’s unique contribution to theology. Ellen White calls it the “grand central 

theme” of the Bible. While many agree with the idea that there is a conflict in our world 

between good and evil there are many different suggestions as to how this came about 

and what the issues really are. 

 The problem is that if we don’t know what went wrong in the first place, and how 

these issues are being resolved, then we will not understand the solutions! That’s why 

I’m delighted we are beginning with this vital theme, a “meta-narrative” as it is called, 

that underlies the whole of our theology, and gives us a unique perspective on this world, 

salvation, and the future.  
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 Some, even within the church, have called the great controversy “Adventist 

mythology.” They say that this is just a story that has been made up. Even Luther said 

that early Christian writers “fancied” that there was a war in heaven. Certainly we must 

be true to Scripture and not rely on extra-Biblical sources for our fundamental beliefs, 

especially in such an important area such as the great controversy. Sometimes we have 

not done a very good job explaining the great controversy from the Bible. Yet that is what 

we must do as we dialogue with other Christians, and non-believers.  

 So where do we begin? With the war in heaven and Genesis 3:15, as well as 

Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. Nor should we forget Col. 1:16-20 and  Eph. 4:10.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The Bible, and the Bible alone, is to be our creed, the sole bond of union. {RH, 

Dec. 15, 1885} 

 Christianity has a much broader meaning than many have hitherto given it. It is 

not a creed. {TM 421} 

 A faultless creed and a carnal life are too often found together in professed 

believers. To be a means to a saving end, the word of God must be intelligently and 

practically understood and obeyed.  {RH, October 1, 1901} 

 Christ was not exclusive… In His contact with men He did not ask, What is your 

creed? To what church do you belong? {DA 86} 

 The prayer of Christ to His Father, contained in the seventeenth chapter of John, 

is to be our church creed. {LHU 296} 

 The Bible is its own expositor. Scripture is to be compared with scripture. The 

student should learn to view the word as a whole and to see the relation of its parts. He 

should gain a knowledge of its grand central theme—of God’s original purpose for the 

world, of the rise of the great controversy, and of the work of redemption. He should 

understand the nature of the two principles that are contending for the supremacy, and 

should learn to trace their working through the records of history and prophecy to the 

great consummation. He should see how this controversy enters into every phase of 

human experience; how in every act of life he himself reveals the one or the other of the 

two antagonistic motives; and how, whether he will or not, he is even now deciding upon 

which side of the controversy he will be found.  {CT 462} 

 From the opening of the great controversy in heaven, Satan has maintained his 

cause through deception; and Christ has been working to unveil his schemes and to break 

his power. It is He who has encountered the deceiver, and who through all the ages has 

been seeking to wrest the captives from his grasp, who will pass judgment upon every 

soul.  {DA 210} 

 For what was the great controversy permitted to continue throughout the ages? 

Why was it that Satan’s existence was not cut short at the outset of his rebellion? It was 

that the universe might be convinced of God’s justice in His dealing with evil; that sin 

might receive eternal condemnation. In the plan of redemption there are heights and 

depths that eternity itself can never exhaust, marvels into which the angels desire to look. 

{Ed 308} 

 But not so when the great controversy shall be ended. Then, the plan of 

redemption having been completed, the character of God is revealed to all created 

intelligences. {DA 764} 
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