
8. The Promise (2Q 2022— Genesis) 

 

Biblical Material: Genesis 22, Heb. 11:17, Lev. 18:21, John 1:1–3, Rom. 5:6–8, Genesis 23–25, 

Rom. 4:1–12. 

 

Quotes 

• Everyone is entitled to his own opinion but not his own facts. Daniel Patrick Moynihan 

• In faith there is enough light for those who want to believe and enough shadows to blind 

those who don’t. Blaise Pascal 

• Faith... Must be enforced by reason...When faith becomes blind it dies. Mahatma Gandhi 

• With most people unbelief in one thing is founded upon blind belief in another. Georg 

Christoph Lichtenberg  

• “Well, let’s consult with the Lord.”  Isn’t that the way to do it?  Abraham did this when, 

after miraculously giving him the son, God said, “Take your son, and sacrifice him.”  For 

awhile Abraham wondered how this could possibly make sense, and for three days and 

three nights he wondered how it could make sense.  I don’t think his problem was so much, 

“How could God ask me to sacrifice and kill my son?” but “How could God ask me to kill 

the son that He had given me so miraculously, and the one He said would be the father of 

many nations?  That doesn’t make sense, God.”  But faith and trust, as I understand it - 

faith says, “God, now that I’m convinced that it’s You speaking, I am on my way.  I don’t 

know how You are going to work this out, but I KNOW it will make sense.  So God, 

because I trust You to make sense as always, may I reverently ask You questions on the 

way?”  And for three days and three nights Abraham asked questions.  And in the end, he 

came to the conclusion that God would either provide a substitute, or He’d resurrect his 

son, so that He could fulfill the promise, you see, and the book of Hebrews says Abraham 

was right.  A. Graham Maxwell, Tape “Genesis” (Riverside). 

 

Questions 

 How is the story of the intended sacrifice of Isaac a demonstration of faith? How does 

God choose to test human beings? What is the role of our reason in all of this? How are we to 

understand the story of the choosing of Rebekah as Isaac’s wife? Is this process still valid today? 

(And what about all the jewelry?) How do we view all these stories? 

 

Bible summary 

 Genesis 22 is the story of Abraham being willing to sacrifice Isaac, which on the surface 

seemed a strange way to fulfil God’s promise. But in Hebrews 11:17 FBV it’s made clear: 

“Abraham had thought it through and decided that God could bring Isaac back to life from the 

dead. In a sense that’s what did happen—Abraham received Isaac back from the dead.” God 

clearly warned against human sacrifice, see for example Lev. 18:21. John 1:1–3 details Jesus as 

the pre-existent Word and Creator. Rom. 5:6–8 says that Jesus died for us. Genesis 23–25 

includes the stories of the death of Sarah, finding a wife for Isaac, Abraham marrying Keturah, 

the death of Abraham, the birth of Jacob and Esau, and Esau selling his birthright. 

 

Comment 

 Much in these chapters portrays a society very different to ours, especially the story of 

the intended sacrifice of Isaac. Many point to this as a magnificent example of the triumph of 



“faith” over “reason.” Abraham knows that God has promised to make of him a great nation 

through Isaac. Yet God tells him to offer his son as a human sacrifice. From both the aspect of 

divine promise and divine law such a sacrifice should be rejected. The fact that Abraham accepts 

is supposed to be a wonderful example of unquestioning faith. 

 But is it? Did not Abraham spend a long time in discussion with God en route to Mount 

Moriah? We have no record of the conversation, but it would be ridiculous to assume no 

dialogue took place. The fact that Abraham was confident in God supplying the answer at the 

time of the sacrifice indicates that his faith was not unquestioning obedience but informed trust.  

 So instead of being a prime example of blind faith, the experience of Abraham is exactly 

the opposite. It is because he knows God so well that he can have total confidence. He is not 

operating blindly, but with his eyes wide open, knowing from a host of past experience that God 

will never act contrary to his truthful, trustworthy character. Certainly Abraham needed to learn 

the lesson of not trusting in his own ideas to ensure that God’s purposes would be achieved, but 

when God spoke the second time on the mountain, it was to confirm God’s intention to make of 

Abraham a great nation, through Isaac. Obedience is important, but not without understanding. 

 The story of Sodom studies in the last lesson is evidence enough of the depravity of most 

people in those days. No wonder Abraham wanted a different influence on his son, and chose to 

send his servant to find a wife from his own people.  

 It’s interesting that the choice of Rebekah comes from not from her beauty (though she 

was) but from her attitude of graciousness and hospitality. Character is more important than 

outward appearance—and note also her determination to leave and fulfill the call. 

 Much could be said about the other stories in the chapters given for review. In summary 

we could ay that despite the cultural differences, people still have the same kind of issues with 

selfish motivations and poor choices! The evidence provided in these stories should help us to 

think, not copy! 

 

Ellen White comments 

 Upon the altar of sacrifice he laid the son of promise, the son in whom his hopes were 

centered. Then as he waited beside the altar with knife upraised to obey God, he heard a voice 

from heaven saying, "Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him: for 

now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from 

Me." Genesis 22:12. This terrible ordeal was imposed upon Abraham that he might see the day 

of Christ, and realize the great love of God for the world, so great that to raise it from its 

degradation, He gave His only-begotten Son to a most shameful death. Abraham learned of God 

the greatest lesson ever given to mortal. His prayer that he might see Christ before he should die 

was answered. He saw Christ; he saw all that mortal can see, and live. By making an entire 

surrender, he was able to understand the vision of Christ, which had been given him. He was 

shown that in giving His only-begotten Son to save sinners from eternal ruin, God was making a 

greater and more wonderful sacrifice than ever man could make.  {DA 468-9}   

 We need to educate and train the mind so that we shall have an intelligent faith, and have 

an understanding friendship with Jesus {SD 27} 

   You should walk by faith, not by feeling. We do not want a sensational religion; but we 

want a religion founded on intelligent faith. This faith plants its feet on the eternal rock of God's 

Word. {YRP 129}  

 God would have men believe, not because there is no possibility of doubt, but because 

there is abundant evidence upon which to base an intelligent faith.  {ST, July 15, 1886}   
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