
7. The Covenant with Abraham (2Q 2022— Genesis) 

 

Biblical Material: Genesis 15–19:29; Rom. 4:3, 4, 9, 22; Gal. 4:21–31; Rom 4:11; Rom. 9:9; 

Amos 4:11. 

 

Quotes 

• Just are the ways of God, And justifiable to men. John Milton 

• We treat God as the police treat a man when he has been arrested; whatever He does will 

be used in evidence against him. C.S. Lewis 

• It were better to have no opinion of God at all than such an one as is unworthy of him; for 

the one is only unbelief—the other is contempt. Plutarch 

 

Questions 

How do we see this agreement as relevant to us today? In this story, what do we see of 

how our choices can interfere with the divine plan? How do we “fix it” for God? What of Sarah’s 

laugh? What does Hagar’s experience reveal about God? How does God look in the story of 

Sodom and Gomorrah? How does this illustrate the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 The long passage of Genesis 15–19:29 gives God’s agreement to bless Abraham, together 

with the attempt of Abraham and Sarah to make the promise of a son come true. In Romans 4 

and 9 Paul explains how this agreement worked out. In Gal. 4:21–31 Paul uses Isaac and Ishmael 

to contrast the free and the slave. In Amos 4:11 God complains about Israel’s failure to keep the 

agreement. 

 

Comment 

 When the angels come to visit Abraham and Sarah, they continue God’s message of the 

agreement: Abraham’s wife Sarah would have a son, despite her age! No sooner than he’d tried 

to take that in, then they told him they were on a mission of destruction against the nearby 

Towns of the Plain. What was going on? And in one of those towns Abraham had relatives. He 

had questions, sure, but he knew where to get answers. He goes to his best friend, the one who 

had led him all through his life, and who was not about to abandon him now. God himself. 

And it’s God who starts the conversation, knowing what’s in Abraham’s mind.  “There 

are many complaints made against Sodom and Gomorrah because they sin so blatantly. I’m 

going to see if these complaints that have reached me are completely true. I’ll know if they’re 

not.” (Gen.18:20,21 FBV). Did God need to do that? Didn’t he know what they were doing? So 

why explain to Abraham that he was “checking things out”?  

For Abraham’s benefit. So that this trusted friend of God would know that God was 

going about things in the right way. To let him know what was about to happen so he wouldn’t 

misunderstand God’s actions.  

That’s so easy to do. To look around and think to yourself—”I don’t know why God did 

that. If I were God I’d have done something different. Why did God do that?” Questions that 

may hurt our trust in God because we don’t understand his actions, not seeing his reasons or his 

motives.  



So God prepares Abraham. This is not to be an action of divine whim, an arbitrary action 

of some heavenly dictator. God wants Abraham to see cause and effect, and that he acts in the 

destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah in the way he always does—out of love. 

Abraham knows Sodom and Gomorrah. He knows what they’re doing. But he doesn’t 

(like some of us) take delight in the punishment of the wicked. He’s not rubbing his hands with 

glee and asking to be there to watch them “get what they deserve”. He’s not with the disciples 

saying “Lord, let’s rain fire down on them”. He knows, but he still speaks with God. 

Because he doesn’t know if they’re all evil. Are still making up their minds? Maybe some 

still would repent. So he starts his bargaining with God—pleading not for an aversion of 

destruction for those who will not change, but an extension of mercy for those who might.  

He asks, very politely and tactfully, ““Are you really going to wipe out the good people 

along with the wicked?” (Gen. 18:23 FBV). Sad though he is for the loss of the guilty, Abraham 

is not pleading for their lives. He knows that each individual has free choice, and in the end is 

responsible for the results of their own choices. No. Abraham is concerned for those who may be 

innocent, and--not being able to judge the hearts (something we all need to remember)--does not 

know if this terrible destruction may destroy those who are not guilty. 

But behind the question is a far more significant idea. Can God (if he is as he says) 

destroy the innocent along with the wicked? What would such an action say about God’s nature? 

Can he afford to lose a few innocent children in order that the majority of evil children get their 

just deserts? Would God still be God?  

And so Abraham sets out his hypothetical case. “What if there are fifty good people in 

the town? Are you still going to wipe it out despite the fifty good people there?”  (Gen 18:24 

FBV). Fifty is (in Abraham’s eyes at least) a big enough figure—even if he maybe wondered that 

there were actually fifty innocent people in the town! What would happen to truth and right if 

God ordered the execution of fifty innocent people? What would happen even in our corrupt 

system of justice come to that, if a judge wrongly condemned fifty people to die? But Abraham 

reveals far more of his understanding of God in what he says next: “No, you can’t do something 

like that! You can’t kill the good with the wicked...” (Gen. 18:25 TEV). 

Can you imagine talking to God in such a way: “God, you just can’t do that! It’s 

impossible.” Telling God what he can and cannot do—surely we can only do that if we really are 

good friends of God. We only take “advice” like that from friends, and even then it’s easy to get 

offended. Was God offended? Here’s some mere mortal challenging his divine decision. Did he 

thunder back: “How dare you question my decisions? Do you know who you’re talking to?” Like 

the Queen of Hearts in Alice in Wonderland did he shout in response: “Off with his head”? 

 No. Of course not. Because God is not like that. And Abraham did know whom he was 

talking to. And he knew that God could never destroy the innocent, even if there was only a 

“few” of them. He knows that “The judge of all the earth has to act justly.” (Gen. 18:25 TEV). 

 

Ellen White comments 

  With deep reverence and humility he urged his plea: “I have taken upon me to speak 

unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes.” There was no self-confidence, no boasting of his 

own righteousness. He did not claim favor on the ground of his obedience, or of the sacrifices he 

had made in doing God’s will. Himself a sinner, he pleaded in the sinner’s behalf. Such a spirit 

all who approach God should possess. Yet Abraham manifested the confidence of a child 

pleading with a loved father. {PP 139} 
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