
2. The Fall (2Q 2022— Genesis) 

 

Biblical Material: Genesis 3; 2 Cor. 11:3; Rev. 12:7–9; John 8:44; Rom. 16:20; Heb. 2:14; 1 

Tim. 2:14, 15. 

 

Quotes  

• The fall of man did not introduce evil; it placed us on the wrong side of it, under its rule, 

needing rescue. N.D. Wilson 

• The fall of man is written in too legible characters not to be understood: Those that deny 

it, by their denying, prove it. George Whitefield 

• What man lost by the Fall was his original specific nature… we are members of a spoiled 

species. C.S. Lewis 

• Pain and darkness have been our lot since the Fall of Man. Dan Simmons 

• Original sin is the only rational solution of the undeniable fact of the deep, universal and 

early manifested sinfulness of men in all ages, of every class, and in every part of the 

world. Charles Hodge 

• Men will lie on their backs, talking about the fall of man, and never make an effort to get 

up. Henry David Thoreau 

 

Questions 

Was it really a question of picking and eating the wrong kind of fruit? How could this 

bring such a disaster? Why not have the knowledge of good and evil? How much freedom did 

God give Satan, and Adam and Eve? Why were they banished from Eden? What are the real 

implications of the Fall in terms of how we see God and our relationship to him? 

 

Bible summary 

 Genesis 3 provides the account of the Devil’s invitation and misrepresentation of God’s 

warning. Paul says Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning (2 Cor. 11:3 and 1 Tim. 2:14, 15) 

Rev. 12:7–9 details the war in heaven. Jesus calls the Devil a murderer and a liar in John 8:44. 

The promise is that the Devil will be defeated (Rom. 16:20) and his power broken (Heb. 2:14).  

 

Comment 

The invitation by the serpent to experiment, despite God’s warning, seems innocent enough. He 

even speaks truth: you will indeed know good and evil. His real lie is against the truth of God: 

you will not surely die. And for those who see God punishing sin with imposed penalty, the fact 

that Adam and Eve do not die immediately contradicts such an assertion. The fruit was not toxic, 

they did not fall dead on the spot. Nor did God materialize with an executioner’s sword and 

demand their blood. No—the penalty was intrinsic in the act, in their decision to choose the way 

of the Devil over that of God’s, to trust the Deceiver rather than their Heavenly Father. They also 

knew the consequences before God arrived. They realized their state, and bought into the Devil’s 

picture of God as a hostile and vengeful Deity. For why else would they have run and hid when 

they realized God was coming. 

 And for God, what a tragic experience! His beloved children run to hide from his 

presence, not wanting to be with him, in fact quivering in fear under some bush. Their actions 

reveal much of what has happened in this breakdown in the divine-human relationship. Similarly 

the curse is descriptive of what the consequences will be—for this is what happens when any 



being is severed from the source of life. Death is the unnatural natural consequence of sin—the 

denial of trust and the rejection of truth.  

 The banishment from the garden is also demanded by the situation rather than an act of 

retribution on the part of God. It is to prevent an eternity of sin that God denies access to them, 

(which also shows that they were not innately immortal, and should give those who believe in 

immortal souls pause for thought).  

 The tragedy of the Fall has led to many ideas about what went wrong. To some this is 

God being “picky” or even malevolent, setting up Adam and Eve with the expectation that they 

would fail. Some medieval theologians considered the fall from grace as something positive, the 

“felix culpa,” or “happy sin,” because then it allowed God to demonstrate how much he loves us 

and to show his grace which would not have been possible if we had not sinned. Others have 

questioned the justice of God in creating beings liable to sin and then punishing them for having 

these faults. Some believe that the Fall teaches the doctrine of original sin, which makes every 

human being liable for the sins of our first parents, a punishment visited by God on all 

generations—which hardly makes him out to be a God of justice. Others too dismiss the concept 

of the Fall as a “fairy tale” produced only to explain the world, having no relevance today. 

 It’s interesting that the Devil should so want to confuse humanity about the Fall and its 

consequences. Every image of God noted in the previous descriptions paints God in an 

unpleasant light. Either he does not exist, does not care, does not act justly, does not demonstrate 

grace, or does not truly love us. 

 All such concepts are false. Only by understanding the penalty of sin as an innate 

consequence of the broken relationship with God can we see how God restores and repairs the 

damage done. Only by recognizing that God is not as the Devil has painted him will we ever 

wish to come to him for forgiveness and healing. And only as we accept his ongoing life-

changing presence will we be made new and prepared for the life to come. 

 

Ellen White comments 

 If the race had ceased to fall when Adam was driven from Eden, we should now be in a 

far more elevated condition physically, mentally, and morally… Would that man had stopped 

falling with Adam. But there has been a succession of falls. Men will not take warning from 

Adam’s experience. They will indulge appetite and passion in direct violation of the law of God, 

and at the same time continue to mourn Adam’s transgression, which brought sin into the world. 

 From Adam’s day to ours there has been a succession of falls, each greater than the last, 

in every species of crime. God did not create a race of beings so devoid of health, beauty, and 

moral power as now exists in the world. Disease of every kind has been fearfully increasing upon 

the race. This has not been by God’s especial providence, but directly contrary to His will. It has 

come by man’s disregard of the very means which God has ordained to shield him from the 

terrible evils existing. {1BC 1082-3} 

Satan represents God's law of love as a law of selfishness. He declares that it is 

impossible for us to obey its precepts. The fall of our first parents, with all the woe that has 

resulted, he charges upon the Creator, leading men to look upon God as the author of sin, and 

suffering, and death. Jesus was to unveil this deception. As one of us He was to give an example 

of obedience. For this He took upon Himself our nature, and passed through our experiences."In 

all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren" (Heb. 2:17).  {LHU 83} 
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