
12. Joseph Prince of Egypt (2Q 2022— Genesis) 

 

Biblical Material:. Gen. 41:37–46; 1 Kings 3:12; Genesis 42; Rom. 5:7–11; Genesis 43; 

Genesis 44, Genesis 45. 

 

Quotes 

• There is no indication that God explained to Joseph what He was doing through those 

many years of heartache or how the pieces would eventually fit together. He had no ways 

of knowing that he would eventually enjoy a triumphal reunion with his family. He was 

expected, as you and I are, to live out his life one day at a time in something less than 

complete understanding. What pleased God was Joseph’s faithfulness when nothing 

made sense. James C. Dobson 

• Learning without thought is labor lost; thought without learning is perilous. Confucius 

• Only the curious will learn and only the resolute overcome the obstacles to learning. The 

quest quotient has always excited me more than the intelligence quotient. Eugene S. 

Wilson 

• Learning is not attained by chance, it must be sought for with ardor and attended to with 

diligence. Abigail Adams 

• Much learning does not teach understanding. Heraclitus 

• The wisest mind has something yet to learn. George Santayana 

 
Questions 

What do we learn from Joseph’s experience? How could things have been different? Do 

we see here not just family rivalries but the continuing portrayal of the issues in the great 

controversy? Is it true that God made this happen so he could prepare things for Jacob’s family 

in Egypt? How are these issues still relevant today? How does God look in all of this? 

 

Bible summary 

  Gen. 41:37–46 tells the story of how Joseph came to be second-in-command in Egypt. 

Genesis 43-45 is the long story of how Joseph dealt with his brothers. There is much here to 

consider about how resolution is achieved even in dysfunctional families. God’s promise to 

Solomon in 1 Kings 3:12 FBV is “I am giving you a mind that is wise, with an understanding of 

what is right, more than anyone else before you or after you.” Rom. 5:7–11 explains how our 

hostility to God is reconciled. 

 

Comment 

 Here is a painful learning experience—both for Joseph and his brothers. Notice how they 

react when they are imprisoned by Joseph, and then forced to leave one of their number behind 

as a hostage before returning with Benjamin. They immediately see this as a punishment for the 

way they treated Joseph. Certainly a case of multiple guilty consciences! 

 They argue among themselves, and Joseph understands them, and turns aside to weep. 

But he does not reveal himself at this time. Why not? Hopefully not because he wants to see 

them suffer, but because he wants to see more evidence of who they have become.  

 The return of their payment by Joseph is not greeted with delight, but with concern. 

Immediately they worry, “What has God done to us?”  



 Jacob too is shown to have some measure of responsibility. After all, it was he who 

accepted the proposal to take both Leah’s and Rachel’s slave-girl as “wives,” and through whom 

he had these sons who now bring such grief. The competitive spirit has caused deep divisions in 

the family—much healing is needed. But for the moment all Jacob sees is disaster—and now he 

is faced with the loss of his beloved Benjamin, son of his favorite Rachel. 

 On their return to Egypt with Benjamin, over Jacob’s protests, the brothers are terrified 

and suspicious of Joseph’s actions. They expect to be arrested or attacked at any moment. They 

explain about the repayment of their silver. Joseph gives the credit to God. Then there is the 

surprise about being seated in exact order of age. The whole situation was surely very disturbing! 

 The “stolen” cup in Benjamin’s sack was for the brothers the ultimate disaster. Their 

worst fears come true. Judah’s speech reveals the change in heart that they have had, developed 

over the years. They simply cannot return without Benjamin, because that would kill their father. 

How far they have come from their lie about Joseph that half-killed Jacob so many years before! 

 Joseph can stand it no longer, and he has all the evidence he needs. In that emotive scene, 

he reveals his identity, comforts his brothers, and heals the pain of years. Notice his comment 

that God sent him on ahead to preserve a remnant and to save their lives. 

 And in such a human comment to his brothers as they set out to go home and bring Isaac 

back to Egypt, Joseph tells them, “and don’t quarrel on the way!” 

 God even encourages the rather doubtful and feeble Jacob on the way, as another 

example of divine compassion and grace.  

    

Ellen White comments 

 Joseph gladly forgave his brethren, and sent them away abundantly provided with 

provisions, and carriages, and every thing necessary for the removal of their father's family and 

their own to Egypt. Joseph gave his brother Benjamin more valuable presents than to his other 

brethren. As he sent them away he charged them, "See that ye fall not out by the way." He was 

afraid that they might enter into a dispute, and charge upon one another the cause of their guilt in 

regard to their cruel treatment of himself. With joy they returned to their father, and told him, 

saying, "Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's heart 

fainted, for he believed them not, And they told him all the words of Joseph. which he had said 

unto them; and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob 

their father revived. And Israel said, It is enough. Joseph my son is yet alive. I will go and see 

him before I die."  

     Jacob's sons then made their humiliating confessions to their father, of their wicked treatment 

of Joseph, and entreated his forgiveness. Jacob did not suspect his sons were guilty of such 

cruelty. But he saw that God had overruled it all for good, and he forgave and blessed his erring 

sons. He commenced his journey with gladness of heart, and when he came to Beersheba he 

offered grateful sacrifices, and entreated God to bless him, and make known to him if he was 

pleased with their moving into Egypt. Jacob wanted an evidence from God that he would go with 

them. "And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, 

Here am I. And he said, I am God, the God of thy fathers. Fear not to go down into Egypt, for I 

will there make of thee a great nation. I will go down with thee into Egypt, and I will also surely 

bring thee up again, and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes."  {3SG 167-8}   
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