
1. The Creation (2Q 2022— Genesis) 

 

Biblical Material: Ps. 100:1–3, Genesis 1–2, Exod. 20:8–11, Exod. 40:33, Matt. 25:14–30, 

Matt. 19:7–9. 

 

Quotes 

• Is the world created or uncreated? —that is the first question. Created, I reply, being 

visible and tangible and having a body, and therefore sensible; and if sensible, then 

created; and if created, made by a cause, and the cause is the ineffable father of all things, 

who had before him an eternal archetype. Plato 

• Christianity has fought, still fights, and will continue to fight science to the desperate end 

over evolution, because evolution destroys utterly and finally the very reason Jesus’ 

earthly life was supposedly made necessary. Destroy Adam and Eve and the original sin, 

and in the rubble you will find the sorry remains of the Son of God. If Jesus was not the 

redeemer who died for our sins, and this is what evolution means, then Christianity is 

nothing. G. Richard Bozarth, ‘The Meaning of Evolution’, American Atheist magazine 

• The statistical probability that organic structures and the most precisely harmonized 

reactions that typify living organisms would be generated by accident, is zero. Ilya 

Prigogine 

• It is absurd for the evolutionist to complain that it is unthinkable for an admittedly 

unthinkable God to make everything out of nothing and then pretend that it is more 

thinkable that nothing should turn itself into everything. G.K. Chesterton 

• I must confess to a feeling of profound humility in the presence of a universe which 

transcends us at almost every point. I feel like a child who while playing by the seashore 

has found a few bright colored shells and a few pebbles while the whole vast ocean of 

truth stretches out almost untouched and unruffled before my eager fingers. Isaac Newton 

 

Questions 

 Why is creation so important? What difference does it make to our view of God? Can we 

harmonize creation and evolution? Are other theories options? What about “Intelligent Design”? 

What kind of Designer is he? What kind of God would preside over “theistic evolution”? How 

do we see the role of Jesus in creation (John 1)? 

 

Bible summary 

 “Know that the Lord is God! He made us, so we belong to him.” Psalm 100:3 FBV. 

Genesis 1 and 2 gives us the creation account, and reveals what the Earth was like before Adam 

and Eve’s rebellion. Exod. 20:8–11 is the Sabbath commandment, referencing creation. Matt. 

25:14–30 is the story of the Talents. In Matt. 19:7–9 Jesus talks about divorce, explaining it was 

not so in the beginning. 

 

Comment 

 Our familiarity with Genesis can lead us to miss the point. In the description of Creation 

we see the goodness of God at work. Why is it that after every day’s creation God sees that “it 

was good” and at the end “it was very good”? God’s sounds very self-congratulatory, almost 

proud about his creative work. In counter to this mistaken view, we should see God as 



identifying the good expression of his goodness, that there is no imperfection and that creation is 

indeed a representation of who he is. 

 God’s character is seen in all he does, especially as he lovingly forms mater out of 

nothing, and then forms every galaxy, star and planet—and us from the dust of the ground. 

 Genesis is as much a prime aspect of the cosmic conflict as any other biblical book. The 

means and perfection of creation assume even greater importance as we understand the 

background to God’s incredible creative acts. 

 The key point is the Creator who delights in each day of the creation of our world, step 

by step bringing it to completion. The creative delight in forming the myriads of birds and 

animals in their many forms and colors speaks to a Designer who loves to use the whole palette 

he has made! 

 When it comes to the "Creation alternative," evolution, it has to be said that it is a theory 

that has many problematic issues. Note these observations from some scientists: 

 “One must conclude that, contrary to the established and current wisdom, a scenario 

describing the genesis of life on earth by chance and natural causes which can be accepted on the 

basis of fact and not faith, has not yet been written.” Hubert P. Yockey, ‘A calculation of the 

probability of spontaneous biogenesis by information theory’. Journal of Theoretical Biology, 

vol. 67, 1977, p. 396. 

“If living matter is not, then, caused by the interplay of atoms, natural forces and 

radiation, how has it come into being? There is another theory, now quite out of favour, which is 

based upon the ideas of Lamarck: that if an organism needs an improvement it will develop it, 

and transmit it to its progeny. I think, however, that we must go further than this and admit that 

the only acceptable explanation is creation. I know that this is anathema to physicists, as indeed 

it is to me, but we must not reject a theory that we do not like if the experimental evidence 

supports it.” S. Lipson, FRS (Professor of Physics, University of Manchester, UK), ‘A physicist 

looks at evolution.’ Physics Bulletin, vol. 31, 1980, p. 138. 

“Once we see, however, that the probability of life originating at random is so utterly 

minuscule as to make the random concept absurd, it becomes sensible to think that the 

favourable properties of physics on which life depends, are in every respect deliberate.... It is 

therefore almost inevitable that our own measure of intelligence must reflect in a valid way the 

higher intelligences...even to the extreme idealized limit of God”.  Sir Fred Hoyle (English 

astronomer, Professor of Astronomy at Cambridge University) and Chandra Wickramasinghe 

(Professor of Astronomy and Applied Mathematics at University College, Cardiff), ‘Convergence 

to God’, in Evolution from Space, J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 1981, pp. 141 and 144.  

 

Ellen White comments 

 “So God created man in his own image, . . . male and female created he them.” Here is 

clearly set forth the origin of the human race; and the divine record is so plainly stated that there 

is no occasion for erroneous conclusions. God created man in His own image. Here is no 

mystery. There is no ground for the supposition that man was evolved by slow degrees of 

development from the lower forms of animal or vegetable life. Such teaching lowers the great 

work of the Creator to the level of man’s narrow, earthly conceptions. Men are so intent upon 

excluding God from the sovereignty of the universe that they degrade man and defraud him of 

the dignity of his origin... The genealogy of our race, as given by inspiration, traces back its 

origin, not to a line of developing germs, mollusks, and quadrupeds, but to the great Creator. 

Though formed from the dust, Adam was “the son of God.” {DG 21} 
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