
8. Ministering Like Jesus (3Q 2020—Making Friends for God) 

 

Biblical Material: Matt. 5:13, 14; Phil. 2:15; Mark 12:34; Eph. 4:15; Matt. 4:23–25; Matt. 

25:31–46; Matthew 9:36. 

 

Quotes 

• God will answer all our questions in one way and one way only. Namely, by showing us 

more of his Son. Watchman Nee  

• Jesus: An unsurpassed master of the art of laying bare the inmost core of spiritual truth. 

Geza Vermes 

• Jesus offers unconditional grace; we are to offer unconditional grace. The mercy of Christ 

preceded our mistakes; our mercy must precede the mistakes of others. Those in the 

circle of Christ had no doubt of his love; those in our circles should have no doubts about 

ours. What does it mean to have a heart like his? It means to kneel as Jesus knelt, 

touching the grimy parts of the people we are stuck with and washing away their 

unkindnesses with kindness. Max Lucado 

• To become Christ-like is the only thing in the whole world worth caring for, the thing 

before which every ambition of man is folly and all lower achievement vain. Henry 

Drummond  

• Being a Christian is more than just an instantaneous conversion—it is a daily process 

whereby you grow to be more and more like Christ. Billy Graham  

Questions 

 In what ways did Jesus witness? How is he an example for us? How is it so difficult for 

us to minister as Jesus did? What is the real problem we face in ministering to others? How do 

we speak the truth in love? How do we make sure that our actions are even more important than 

our words? How does Jesus’ ministry demonstrate the truth about God? 

 

Bible summary 

In the sermon on the mount Jesus tells his disciples they are the salt of the earth and the 

light of the world (Matt. 5:13, 14). We are to become like children of God and shine like the stars 

(Phil. 2:15). Jesus commended the scribe for his positive answer, saying he was not far from the 

kingdom of God (Mark 12:34). We are to speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15). Jesus spent his time 

speaking, teaching and healing (Matt. 4:23–25). Jesus tells the parable of the Sheep and the 

Goats to show that it’s really actions that count (Matt. 25:31–46). “When he saw the crowds, 

Jesus was deeply moved with compassion for them, because they were troubled and helpless, 

like sheep without a shepherd.” Matthew 9:36 FBV. 

 

Comment 

In the sermon on the mount, in his life and ministry, Jesus illustrated and demonstrated 

God. His words are more than good sayings—they are word of life. Jesus commented on the 

value of words—even scripture’s words—when he said, “You search through the scriptures, 

because you think that they’ll give you eternal life, but they’re speaking about me,
 
and yet you 

don’t want to come to me to have that life.” John 5:39, 40 FBV. 

The sermon on the mount is full of “you have heard it said, but I say to you.” His value 

system is the opposite of this world’s, and he makes it clear that all has to change! 



 So many times Jesus turns what we expect upside-down. As he tries to explain the 

meaning and values of his kingdom he uses stories that stand “conventional wisdom” on its head. 

Baffling, intriguing, shocking, surprising, never routine, always memorable, the stories stand out. 

By their very unusual character they help us see and understand the real nature of the spiritual 

world.  

Jesus challenges us to look again at what we think we know, and make us recognize that 

our assumptions, especially about God and the way He works, are usually wrong. Jesus tells 

what I like to call reversal stories: stories that are the opposite of what you would expect, told 

perhaps with irony or humor or dramatic license. 

Simple but never simplistic, radical but never ridiculous, pointed but never personal--

Jesus used these reversal stories to help people see where they were, and took them by the hand 

to where they needed to be. And, though we never have described for us Jesus’ tone of voice, 

some are certainly told with a smile, or with a sense of the ironic. It is surely no mistake that the 

key ingredient of humor is the unexpected, the unusual end result of a chain of actions. 

So as Jesus told these stories that reverse our ideas and concepts, perhaps we should first 

of all recognize that through these stories of the unusual, we are being asked to look not for 

parallels and allegories, but for the central idea that we so often mistake. Add to this my belief 

that though told with deeply serious intent, Jesus is asking us to smile at ourselves and our 

foolishness. 

In his wonderful conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well, as well as to the 

woman taken in adultery we see not only his witness, but an intense desire to invite response to 

his demonstration of God so that they might be saved. I believe he was disappointed when the 

adulterous woman’s accusers left—because he wanted to win them too! Jesus’ witness is not in 

any doubt because his words lead to eternal life… 

All this leads to the question of how we are to minister like Jesus. Clearly we are unlike 

Jesus in so many ways. But we can certainly emulate his attitudes, and his care for those around 

him.  

 

Ellen White comments 

When Christ came to speak the words of life, the common people heard him gladly; and 

many, even of the priests and rulers, believed on him. But the chief of the priesthood and the 

leading men of the nation were determined to condemn and repudiate his teachings. Though they 

were baffled in all their efforts to find accusations against him, though they could not but feel the 

influence of the divine power and wisdom attending his words, yet they encased themselves in 

prejudice; they rejected the clearest evidence of his Messiahship, lest they should be forced to 

become his disciples. These opponents of Jesus were men whom the people had been taught 

from infancy to reverence, to whose authority they had been accustomed implicitly to bow. 

“How is it,” they asked, “that our rulers and learned scribes do not believe on Jesus? Would not 

these pious men receive him if he were the Christ?” It was the influence of such teachers that led 

the Jewish nation to reject their Redeemer.  {4SP 414} 

 The practical truths he [Jesus] uttered, had a convincing power, and arrested the attention 

of the people. Multitudes lingered at his side, marveling at his wisdom. His manner corresponded 

with the great truths he proclaimed. There was no apology, no hesitancy, not the shadow of a 

doubt or uncertainty that it might be other than he declared. He spoke of the earthly and the 

heavenly, of the human and the divine, with positive authority; and the people “were astonished 

at his doctrine; for his word was with power.”  {RH, February 7, 1888} 
Prepared February 3, 2020 © Jonathan Gallagher 2020 


