
7. Sharing the Word (3Q 2020—Making Friends for God) 

 

Biblical Material: Ps. 119:105, Jer. 23:29, Heb. 1:1–3, 2 Tim. 3:14–17, 1 John 1:7–9, Eccles. 

3:1, 2 Tim. 4:2, Isaiah 55:11. 

 

Quotes 

• Evangelism is still God’s Word for this hour. Alan Walker 

• Evangelism never seemed to be an ‘issue’ in the New Testament. That is to say, one does 

not find the apostles urging, exhorting, scolding, planning and organizing for evangelistic 

programmes… Evangelism happened! Issuing effortlessly from the community of 

believers as light from the sun, it was automatic, spontaneous, continuous, contagious. 

Richard C. Halverson 

• Witnessing is not something we do; it is something we are. Anon 

 

Questions 

 How have we separated our beliefs from how we live our lives by the Word? What big 

difference do you see in the early church from the church of today? What should be the primary 

motivation in sharing the Word, and how does this work out in practice? If we are witnesses for 

God and what he is, what do people see when they look at us as we tell them about God? 

 

Bible summary 

  “Your word is a lamp that shows me where to walk, it’s a light for my path.” Ps. 119:105 

FBV. The Lord says his Word is like a fire, and like a hammer that breaks rock to pieces (Jer. 

23:29). “God, who in the past spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at various times and 

in many ways, has in these last days spoken to us through his Son. God appointed the Son heir of 

everything, and made the universe through him. The Son is the radiant glory of God, and the 

visible expression of his true character. He sustains everything by his powerful command. When 

he had provided cleansing for sin he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.” Heb 

1:1-3 FBV. God’s inspired Word is useful in so many ways (2 Tim. 3:14–17). 1 John 1:7–9 

reminds us that we need to walk in the light. There’s a right time for witnessing as well as 

everything else (Eccles. 3:1). “Speak God’s word whether it is convenient or not, tell people 

where they’re going wrong, warn them, encourage them. Do this with a great deal of patient 

teaching.” 2 Tim. 4:2 FBV. God’s Word achieves its purpose (Isaiah 55:11).  

 

Comment 

  At the heart of the Word is an assertion of truth, known personally, of which we witness. 

For you can argue about this belief and that, over points of doctrine and dogma, but no one can 

argue with your own experience of God. We’ve already considered this as part of our study for 

this quarter.  

 But now we need to go deeper. For in sharing the Word, we are the vehicles. We have to 

ask ourselves, “What do people see as we witness?” While we may be preaching the Word, we 

may be contradicting it in our lives.  

 As New Testament tell us, we are visible—in fact we are in a theater! So big it only just 

fits into the world—because it is the world! Consider this: “We have been made a public show 

before the entire universe, to angels and to human beings.” 1 Corinthians 4:9 FBV. Paul is 

talking about himself and the other leaders of his day, but it applies equally to us now.  



 So what is this public show? It’s a demonstration, something that people can see and 

understand. Look again at this word spectacle. This is where the theater comes in, for if you read 

Greek, that’s exactly the word used here: theatron. A place where you go to see a public show.  

 Look at Acts 19:29, 31—the story about the problems Paul had in Ephesus. Remember 

the silversmiths, and the fear they had for their trade in little silver statues of the goddess Diana, 

or Artemis? How they grabbed Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul’s traveling companions, and rushed 

them into the theater. What was this theater? Not some small hall with a few seats. This was a 

huge amphitheater that seated 24,500 people. You can still see it there in Ephesus today. And the 

word used for this amphitheater here in Acts is the same as that for spectacle in 1 Corinthians 4. 

 Do you see what we are? We are like this great theater. How? In what we demonstrate, in 

what we portray. For the word theatron didn’t just mean the building. It also referred to the play, 

the event, the spectacle that was presented. 

 On stage! Shakespeare said that “All the world’s a stage.” We all are the players. The 

great drama is the universe-wide controversy between Christ and Satan, with its focus being this 

earth. We are all part of the great “show” of the universe! This is no mere entertainment. “The 

whole universe is looking with inexpressible interest to see the closing work of the great 

controversy between Christ and Satan.” (Ellen White, Testimonies Vol. 5, p.526).  We are the 

public show, the demonstration to the whole world, to all the unfallen beings, to all the angels 

too! An inspiring thought... 

 So what are we demonstrating? What is this drama all about? What is its theme? 

Remember the charges of the Devil. How he charged God with being unfair, with being selfish—

which were the faults the Devil himself had! How does God reply? Through the proof of himself 

through his people. That’s his chosen way, the only way. 

 So we need to be wise in all we do, especially as we pick up the Word and share it with 

others. We don’t always have to so physically—we can weave Biblical ideas into our 

conversation and share truths without giving the text’s reference. But we do need to be 

absolutely true to what the Bible says. We are not to add in our own ideas of what the Bible 

should have said, as if we know better than the Spirit. The warning at the end of the book of 

Revelation applies to all the other Biblical books as well: “I solemnly declare to everyone who 

hears the prophetic words of this book that if anyone adds to them then God will add to them the 

plagues described in this book. If anyone takes away the prophetic words of this book, God will 

take away their share of the tree of life and of the holy city that are described in this book.” Rev. 

22:18, 19 FBV. We dare not tamper with the words of Holy Scripture. 

 Our preaching and witnessing is an attempt to show how to put the Word into practice. 

We need to recognize the urgency of our mission to share the Word. As Carl Henry wrote, “The 

gospel is only good news if it gets there in time.” 

 

Ellen White comments 

 Every student of the Bible who not only becomes familiar with revealed truth through the 

education of the intellect, but also through its transforming power upon heart and character, will 

represent the character of God to our world in a well-ordered life and a godly conversation. 

{SpTEd 218} 

 Our work for the tempted and fallen will achieve real success only as the grace of Christ 

reshapes the character and the man is brought into living connection with the infinite God. {Te 

102}  
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