
3. Seeing People Through Jesus’ Eyes (3Q 2020—Making Friends for God) 

 

Biblical Material: Mark 8:22–26; John 4:3–34; John 1:40, 41; Mark 12:28–34; Luke 23:39–43; 

Acts 8:26–38; Matthew 4:19. 

 

Quotes 

• The spirit of Christ is the spirit of missions. The nearer we get to Him, the more intensely 

missionary we become. Henry Martyn 

• There was no identity crisis in the life of Jesus Christ. He knew who He was. He knew 

where He had come from, and why he was here. And he knew where He was going. 

Howard Hendricks 

• Jesus Christ was an extremist for love, truth and goodness. Martin Luther King, Jr 

• To commit one’s life to the Jesus Reality is far more than an intellectual undertaking. 

While the Reality of Jesus is a perspective, it is not a worldview in the sense of a 

particular cosmology, or a body of doctrinal knowledge requiring assent. Rather it is a 

Word that addresses our lives and speaks to our human condition. It demands that we 

examine our own hearts, take inventory of our human failings, and open our lives to 

forgiveness and grace. It breaks the illusions of our self-importance and self-reliance, and 

calls us to recognize the Spirit reality that already exists in our midst and already lives in 

our hearts. John F. Baggett, Seeing through the Eyes of Jesus 

• I asked the Lord to help me see people through His eyes. I know it’s easy to look at 

people who are not like us, or think like us and start to have judgmental thoughts, I admit, 

I did. Christ Bradley 

• Be blessed, my fellow pilgrim, as you keep your spiritual eyes wide open and embrace 

what God is doing for you, in you, with you, through you! Mari-Anna Stålnacke  

 

Questions 

 What is the importance of seeing others in the way Jesus did? How can we achieve this? 

How do we avoid manipulating people in our attempts to preach the gospel? What would you say 

were the major factors in the way Jesus viewed people? What about issues of motivation? 

  

Bible summary 
 Mark 8:22–26 gives the account of Jesus healing the blind man at Bethsaida. John 4:3–34 

provides the wonderful description of Jesus’ conversation with the woman at the well. In John 1:40, 

41 Andrew brings Peter to Jesus. Mark 12:28–34 is Jesus’ answer to the question, “Which is the 

greatest commandment?” Jesus reveals God as he speaks to the other two who are crucified with 

him (Luke 23:39–43). Acts 8:26–38 details the conversation between Philip and the Ethiopian 

eunuch. Jesus tells Peter and Andrew, “Come and follow me, and I will teach you how to catch 

people.” Matthew 4:19 FBV. 

 

Comment 

 Jesus saw people in such a different way to us. He was so unlike us in his treatment of 

others. He always looked to benefit them, even to his own hurt. This radical difference is very 

much part of the message about God Jesus came to share. We need to take another look at this 

Jesus if we want to understand the way he treated others. 



Jesus was never viewed as a “safe” option in his lifetime. If we take his life and teachings 

as examples of how to do witness, we come away with some interesting ideas. He was always 

seen as someone who made a difference, who was radical, dangerous even. In fact he was not 

allowed to live because the powers that were decided he just was not safe to have around. Only 

with the passing of the years has his revolutionary nature been accommodated into a placid, 

reassuring, and comfortable faith.  

Jesus was radical even for the radicals. He himself said: “Don’t think I’ve come to bring 

peace on earth—I didn’t come to bring peace, but a sword. I’ve come to turn a man against his 

father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. A 

man’s enemies will be those of his own family! Matt 10:34-36 FBV. Why did he accept Simon 

the Insurgent as one of his disciples? Why did he tell his disciples to sell their coats and buy 

swords (Luke 22:36)? 

Jesus did not hesitate to use a direct approach and was not a stranger to controversy. He 

called the religious leaders of his time “whitened sepulchers, full of dead men’s bones.” He 

called the respected pious men of his day hypocrites. He called the king a fox. He identified the 

establishment as a “brood of vipers.” He associated with publicans and sinners, and was accused 

of being a glutton and a wine-bibber (Matthew 11:19). He accused the religious leaders of 

turning the Temple into a den of thieves. In his public addresses he did not mince his words but 

clearly showed what he thought of the narrow-mindedness of religious tradition. Jesus had no 

time for mock holiness. 

 Jesus cared nothing for wealth or social position or power. He didn’t even bother talking 

to Herod, the ultimate insult to a king. To Pilate he was brief and to the point, not seeking any 

kinds of favors.  

 That is why Jesus challenged the religious norms of his time. Why he did not accept the 

accepted wisdom. Why he demanded re-thinking of the givens… The first will be last, the last 

will be first. Whoever wishes to be great must be a servant. Wisdom and praise not from the 

educated adults but from babes and children.  

Such ideas fly in the face of contemporary beliefs, and rip the ground out from all the 

self-satisfied professional religionists. Jesus operates in opposition to normative concepts of the 

time, and it is hardly surprising that those in power and authority react against him and enforce 

their leadership. However if we look deeper for the reasons, recognizing why Jesus came, and 

how much he wanted to help people to change, to accept the life that only he could give, then it 

begins to make so much sense… 

 

Ellen White comments 

 By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God both to men and to angels… But not 

alone for His earthborn children was this revelation given. Our little world is the lesson book of 

the universe. God’s wonderful purpose of grace, the mystery of redeeming love, is the theme into 

which “angels desire to look,” and it will be their study throughout endless ages. Both the 

redeemed and the unfallen beings will find in the cross of Christ their science and their song. 

{DA 19-20} 

 Jesus would have us understand the love of the Father, and He seeks to draw us to Him 

by presenting His parental grace. He would have the whole field of our vision filled with the 

perfection of God’s character. . . . It was only by living among men that He could reveal the 

mercy, compassion, and love of His heavenly Father; for it was only by actions of benevolence 

that He could set forth the grace of God.  {AG 99} 
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