
2. Winsome Witnesses: The Power of Personal Testimony (3Q 2020—Making Friends for 

God) 

 

Biblical Material: Mark 5:15–20, Mark 16:1–11, Acts 4:1–20, 1 John 1:1–3, Gal. 2:20, Acts 

26:1–32. 

 

Quotes 

• When a Christian presents the good news about Jesus he is preaching treason in the 

devil’s kingdom. Doug Barnett 

• The gospel is for lifeboats not showboats, and a man must make up his mind which he is 

going to operate. Vance Havner 

• I don’t want to say that I believe in God. Rather, I want to live out my life like I believe 

in God because that takes the words that I choose not to say and it shouts them without 

ever saying them. Craig D. Lounsbrough 

• If you give it to God, He transforms your test into a testimony, your mess into a message, 

and your misery into a ministry. Rick Warren  

• Sometimes a single phrase of testimony can set events in motion that affect someone’s 

life for eternity. Dieter F. Uchtdorf  

• How you live your life is a testimony of what you believe about God. Henry Blackaby 

Questions 

 Why should we stress that everyone needs to be involved in witnessing? How can this be 

best presented? Is this an activity we engage in, or is it reflecting who we are? What happens if 

we are not all involved? Does “one size fit all” when it comes to witnessing? How are we part of 

the great controversy in what we say and do? 

 

Bible summary 
Mark 5:15–20 records the conclusion of the healing of the demoniac when he is sitting 

clothed and in his right mind. He went and shared his personal witness with great results. The very 

first evangelist was Mary Magdalene, who took the gospel message to the other disciples (Mark 

16:1–11). Peter and John are arrested for preaching Jesus’ resurrection (Acts 4:1–20). 1 John 

1:1–3 is John’s personal witness to the gospel. “I’ve been crucified with Christ— so it’s no 

longer me who lives, but it is Christ living in me. The life I now live in this body, I live by 

trusting in the Son of God, who loved me, and who gave himself for me.” Gal. 2:20 FBV. Acts 

26:1–32 recounts Paul’s personal testimony before King Agrippa. 

 

Comment 

 Your own story is the best witness to your faith. By sharing what God has done for you in 

your life you present something compelling. People may say, “Well, that worked for you, it 

wouldn’t work for me,” but they can’t deny what it meant to you. 

 We are ambassadors for Christ—every last one of us who are Christians. If this is so, 

what are we to do, and what are we to say? While we are very much in this world, how are we 

not “of” it? Does this mean some kind of haughty disengagement? Then what of the practical 

application—for the theory may seem clear, but in practice… 

Some criticize our involvement in human organizations. But are we not called to witness 

for God and the truth wherever? Most importantly, how will those outside our community come 



to know the God we love and admire? It is not just a question of traditional evangelism—it is 

how we live our lives before the on-looking universe. 

 “For God was in Christ bringing the world back from hostility to friendship with him, not 

counting anyone’s sins against them, and giving us this message to change his enemies into his 

friends. 
20

So we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God is pleading through us: ‘Please, 

won’t you come back and be God’s friend?’” 2 Cor. 5:19, 20 FBV. We are ambassadors for 

Christ because he has given us his message of reconciliation. So how do we explain what this 

message is, and how do we demonstrate it unless we become involved? 

 Yes, we all need to be involved. But this does not mean a cookie-cutter mentality, 

everyone forced to do things the same way. We are given creativity and individuality, and we 

need to be sharing the truth in our own unique ways. The problem with our evangelism is that all 

too often we have a stereotypical view on what should happen. Instead God gave us all our own 

special voices to speak his truth in the way that affects us most. Witnessing means a very 

personal approach, and while we all do need to be active in this, it is not for other to say how this 

should be done. We are witnesses of what God has done for us and what he means to us. 

Anything less is second-hand news. 

 It is my sincere conviction that we have not so much a duty but an amazing opportunity 

to share with all people at all levels the wonderful good news of God as He truly is, to reveal he 

is not as the Enemy has described him, and that he will save and heal us while at the same time 

revealing his nature to the universe, as his character is understood and appreciated by all his 

admiring children. 

 

Ellen White comments 

Let us declare the character of God to the people as Moses did to Israel, both in spirit and 

life. We are to catch the light of His countenance, full of compassion and love, and reflect it to 

perishing souls.  {TMK 370.4}   

  Had those who name the name of Christ a knowledge of the Book that unfolds the 

character of God, they would not be at variance one with another. Those who are one with Christ 

are one with each other. This union is a living testimony to the power of the Gospel of Christ. 

Those thus united demonstrate to the world that God has sent His Son to redeem them. They are 

a manifestation of what the truth can do for humanity. They are living witnesses to the power of 

redemption. The love of God dwells in their hearts, as it dwelt in the heart of Christ, leading 

them to obey God’s holy law. Christ’s character is His glory, and the glory of believers is the 

representation they give of Christ’s character. Unbelievers are convicted and converted as they 

see Christ’s Spirit revealed by His children.  {ST, March 3, 1898 par. 12}  

  “Ye shall be witnesses unto me.” [Acts 1:8] These words of Jesus have lost none of their 

force. Our Saviour calls for faithful witnesses in these days of religious formalism. But how few, 

even among the professed ambassadors for Christ, are ready to give a faithful, personal 

testimony for their Master. Many can tell what the great and good men of generations past have 

done, and dared, and suffered, and enjoyed. They become eloquent in setting forth the power of 

the gospel, which has enabled others to rejoice in trying conflicts and to stand firm against fierce 

temptations. But while so earnest in bringing forward other Christians as witnesses for Jesus, 

they seem to have no fresh, timely experience of their own to relate.  {GW92 102-3} 

Paul taught that religion is a practical, saving energy, a principle wholly from God, a 

personal experience of God’s renewing power upon the soul.  {AA 451.3}   
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