
9. Trial, Tribulations, and Lists (4Q 2019—Ezra and Nehemiah) 

 

Biblical Material: Ezra 1:9–11; Dan. 1:1, 2; Daniel 5; Deut. 30:1–6; Ezra 8:1–23; Neh. 10:29, 11:1, 2; 

12:1–26. 

 

Quotes 

• Sometimes our stop-doing list needs to be bigger than our to-do list. Patti Digh 

• The only thing more important than your to-do list is your to-be list. The only thing more 

important than your to-be list is to be. Alan Cohen 

• Subtracting from your list of priorities is as important as adding to it. Frank Sonnenberg 

• No one is without troubles, without personal hardships and genuine challenges.  That fact 

may not be obvious because most people don’t advertise their woes and heartaches.  But 

nobody, not even the purest heart, escapes life without suffering battle scars. Richelle E. 

Goodrich 

• If tribulation is a necessary element in redemption we must anticipate that it will never 

cease till God sees the world to be either redeemed or no further redeemable. A Christian 

cannot, therefore, believe any of those who promise that if only some reform in our 

economic, political, or hygienic system were made, a heaven on earth would follow… 

Hungry men seek food and sick men healing none the less because they know that after 

the meal or the cure the ordinary ups and downs of life still await them. C.S. Lewis 

• Evil men flourish. The righteous suffer. The Lord never promises we won’t—only that 

He’ll sustain us when the tribulation comes. Roseanna M. White 

 

Questions 

 What do we do with the lists and names in the Old Testament that seem to have no value 

for us today? In what way do we believe that “all Scripture” is valuable? What do these parts of 

the Bible tell us about the nature and character of God? What of the greater theme; discipline and 

return? How does the history of Israel impact us today? 

 

Bible summary 

 Ezra 1:9–11 lists the items returned to the Lord’s Temple. Dan. 1:1, 2 records 

Nebuchadnezzar’s first victory over Jerusalem when he took some of Temple articles away. Dan. 

5 is the story of Belshazzar’s feast when he called for the Temple articles to be brought so that he 

and his guests could drink wine from them. In Deut. 30:1–6 is God’s promise to bring the 

captives back from exile. Ezra 8:1–23 details those who returned from Babylon with Ezra. The 

exiles determined to follow God’s law (Neh. 10:29). One out of ten was chosen to live in 

Jerusalem (Neh. 11:1, 2). Neh. 12:1-26 lists the priests who returned; the arrangements for the 

dedication of the wall; and how the Temple worship was to be organized.  

 

Comment 

 What are we supposed to learn from this mishmash of verses relating to experience of 

Israel, their captivity and return, especially detailing the names of those who returned and the 

priests etc? Sometimes we see all the details and are tempted to just skip over them, particularly 

the first few chapters of 1 Chronicles for example. Yet for the people involved they were very 

important—for example in establishing land rights and ownership etc. In the current situation 

(Ezra and Nehemiah) it was vital to have some kind of record of what had happened as a basis 



for the society that developed from there, and to note the promises made by the people at the 

time. There needed to be some recognition of what had happened to them as a people, their 

acceptance of this as discipline from the Lord, and a determination to do better in the future. 

 From a larger perspective we also need see all this as part of God’s desire to reveal 

himself and his character before the wider world. Daniel’s presence in Babylon, especially as a 

spokesman at Belshazzar’s feast, the actions and responses of Nebuchadnezzar, God’s promises 

to his people regarding their return from Babylon—they all show God working to reach as many 

people as possible. The fact that so many failed, or only gained a partial view of the true God, 

does not negate God’s intentions.  

 We don’t want to get lost in the minutiae of Scripture, the details of the lists and so on. 

But these do show God’s recognition that they are also important, particularly at the time, and 

that together they form a composite of how God related to people throughout history. The bigger 

picture is based on the granularity of specific history.  

 So too in our own lives. While individually on a wider scale we may not seem important, 

and our families and friends while significant to us, represent only a fraction of one percent of 

humanity, God is still interested in us and the little details of our specific experience. 

 As a result we can take comfort from this lesson. God does care that Hashabiah the priest 

returned, even though it’s hardly a name we remember! He knows and cares for each one of us. 

He has a list, many lists. And he knows our lists, what’s important to us. He knows our trials and 

tribulations, and wants to help us work through them, concerned for each one of his children. 

 Maybe those lists are important after all! 

 

Ellen White comments 

   If you go forward toward heaven, the world will rub hard against you. . . . Earthly 

authorities will interpose. You will meet tribulations, bruising of the spirit, hard speeches, 

ridicule, persecutions. Men will require your conformity to laws and customs that would render 

you disloyal to God. Here is where God’s people find the cross in the way to life… The strong 

force of the downward current will sweep you off your feet unless you are united to Christ as the 

limpet to the rock.  {HP 151.5}   

 I do not now expect to be lifted above all infirmities and tribulations, and to have an 

unruffled sea on the journey heavenward. I expect trials, losses, disappointments, and 

bereavements; but I have the Saviour’s promise, ‘My grace is sufficient for thee.’ We must not 

count it a strange thing if we are assaulted by the enemy of all righteousness. Christ has promised 

to be a present help in every time of need; but He has not told us that we shall be exempt from 

trials. On the contrary, He has plainly informed us that we shall have tribulation. To be tried and 

tested is a part of our moral discipline. Here we may learn the most valuable lessons, and obtain 

the most precious graces, if we will draw near to God, and endure all in His strength.  {LS 265-

6}   

The warfare against God’s law commenced in heaven. Satan was determined to bring 

God to his ideas, his way, to force Him to change the law of His government. This was the cause 

of the war in heaven. Satan worked upon the sympathies of the angelic host by his deceptive 

attitude, but he was expelled from heaven, and now he is determined to carry out on this earth the 

plans [he] instituted in heaven… This work—the conflict between truth and error—lies at the 

foundation of the trials and tribulations that the children of God will experience. This is the “trial 

of their faith.”  {12MR 37.1}   
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