
3. God’s Call (4Q 2019—Ezra and Nehemiah) 

 

Biblical Material: Ezra 7:10; 27; Neh. 1:1–11; Dan. 9:24–27; Daniel 8; Rom. 8:28, 29; Romans 

9; Exodus 3, 4. 

 

Quotes 

• Let us learn this lesson from Nehemiah: you never lighten the load unless first you have 

felt the pressure in your own soul. You are never used of God to bring blessing until God 

has opened your eyes and made you see things as they are. Alan Redpath  

• Most of what you do to fulfill God’s purposes will require acts of faith. Jim George 

• The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep 

hunger meet. Frederick Buechner 

• God did not direct His call to Isaiah— Isaiah overheard God saying, “. . . who will go for 

Us?” The call of God is not just for a select few but for everyone. Whether I hear God’s 

call or not depends on the condition of my ears, and exactly what I hear depends upon my 

spiritual attitude. Oswald Chambers 

• Those who have a “why” to live can bear with almost any “how.” Viktor Frankl 

• God does not choose people because of their ability, but because of their availability. 

Brother Andrew 

 

Questions 

 How can we be sure about God’s call? What do we learn from Ezra and Nehemiah? 

Where in the Biblical material do we have a record of God’s call to either Ezra or Nehemiah? 

Does it seem that God’s call is often in line with what we want? In what ways did Ezra and 

Nehemiah advance God’s truth? How do we make this relevant today? 

 

Bible Summary 

 Ezra 7:10 tells us that Ezra was committed to studying God’s Law. Ezra 7:27 explains 

that Ezra was grateful to God for encouraging the king. In Neh. 1:1–11 Nehemiah asks God’s 

help in going before the king to ask for permission to return. Dan. 9:24–27 is the prophecy 

regarding the 70 weeks. Daniel 8 records visions regarding the time of the end, and particularly 

the 2300 day prophecy. “We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 

him, those who he has called to be part of his plan. For God, choosing them in advance, set them 

apart to be like his Son, so that the Son would be the first of many brothers and sisters.” Rom. 

8:28, 29 FBV. Romans 9 describes God’s wider calling of both Jew and Gentile. Exodus 3 and 4 

is the account of the call of Moses. 

 

Comment 

 This study is the more interesting in what it doesn’t say! There is no explicit call given to 

either Ezra or Nehemiah—at least not in the same way others were called. That is not to say that 

they did not experience God’s call, but that it came in a different way. Both of them were 

concerned for God’s people and the opportunity to return to the Promised Land. They were both 

committed, wanting to do what was right. Yet the voice of God is noticeably absent from the 

account—there are no specific instructions as to exactly what they should be doing. Of course, it 

was certainly God’s intent that they should return, but the main focus in the minds of Ezra and 

Nehemiah seem to be the restoration of the nation.  



 This gives us insights into the concept of God’s calling. The main mission has already 

been made clear. God had only intended for his people to spend seventy years in Babylon as a 

form of discipline to help them understand the consequences of their actions. This was not meant 

to be permanent. So it clearly is God’s will that they should not stay in Babylon but return to the 

land he had given them, suitably chastened.  

 So in terms of God’s call, it had already been given. The question was who was going to 

fulfill it. At that point we could say that there was a general “call,” and that it was open to all 

who wished to respond. Of course it is more significant for Ezra and Nehemiah since they play a 

leadership role.  

 Applying this to our day, we could say God’s call is for all to be his witnesses. Exactly 

how we respond will determine the extent to which we fulfill that call. Sometimes we have a too 

“pious” view of God’s call. While it is to be taken seriously, as in the case here, and also Isaiah, 

it is a call that is then responded to rather than a call that is given specifically to one particular 

individual. 

 This is helpful when looking at the different options we have in life. While some are 

obviously better than others, when it comes to “following God’s will” this is more than minor 

life choices, location, color of clothes (really!). The more important aspect is following God in 

your spiritual life, while recognizing that some choices (for example who you marry) will 

definitely impact your response to God’s call. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

The true Christian works unselfishly and untiringly for the Master. He does not seek ease 

or self-gratification, but holds all, even life itself, subject to God's call. {YI, June 12, 1902 par. 

4}   

 I have been deeply impressed by scenes that have recently passed before me in the night 

season. There seemed to be a great movement—a work of revival—going forward in many 

places. Our people were moving into line, responding to God's call. My brethren, the Lord is 

speaking to us. Shall we not heed His voice? Shall we not trim our lamps and act like men who 

look for their Lord to come? The time is one that calls for light-bearing, for action. {CCh 357-8} 

 The humble worker who obediently responds to the call of God may be sure of receiving 

divine assistance. To accept so great and holy a responsibility is itself elevating to the character. 

It calls into action the highest mental and spiritual powers, and strengthens and purifies the mind 

and heart. Through faith in the power of God, it is wonderful how strong a weak man may 

become, how decided his efforts, how prolific of great results. He who begins with a little 

knowledge, in a humble way, and tells what he knows, while seeking diligently for further 

knowledge, will find the whole heavenly treasure awaiting his demand. The more he seeks to 

impart light, the more light he will receive. The more one tries to explain the word of God to 

others, with a love for souls, the plainer it becomes to himself. The more we use our knowledge 

and exercise our powers, the more knowledge and power we shall have.  {COL 354.1}   

While it is in the order of God that chosen workers of consecration and talent should be 

stationed in important centers of population to lead out in public efforts, it is also His purpose 

that the church members living in these cities shall use their God-given talents in working for 

souls. There are rich blessings in store for those who surrender fully to the call of God. As such 

workers endeavor to win souls to Jesus, they will find that many who never could have been 

reached in any other way are ready to respond to intelligent personal effort.  {PM 310.2}   
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