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12. Evaluating Evangelism and Witnessing (2Q 2012—Evangelism and Witnessing) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Cor. 13:5, 6; Heb. 10:24, 25; Deut. 10:12, 13; Matt. 23:15; Rev. 

14:6, 7; Proverbs 25:12. 

 

Quotes 

• Evangelism is always dangerous, though it is not so dangerous as the lack of 

evangelism. George Sweazey 

• What we read in the New Testament is not anxious appeals to Christians to spread 

the gospel, but a note here and there which suggests how the gospel was being 

spread abroad… for centuries the Christians church continued to expand by its 

own inherent grace and threw up an unceasing supply of missionaries without any 

direct exhortation. Roland Allen 

• The goal of Christian mission is not success, but faithful witness; not power, but 

proclamation; not technique, but truth; not method, but message. Michael Horton 

• To call yourself a child of God is one thing. To be called a child of God by those 

who watch your life is another thing altogether. Max Lucado 

• If you believe what you like in the gospels, and reject what you don't like, it is not 

the gospel you believe, but yourself. Augustine 

• Without the resurrection, the cross is just another piece of bad news. Chuck 

Scriven 
 

Questions 

 How do we evaluate evangelistic success? How can we avoid the pitfalls of 

analyzing and evaluating? How do we make sure the wider picture is part of our decision-

making? In what way can we try to see things from God’s point of view? In the last 

analysis, what really does matter? 

 

Bible summary 

 2 Cor. 13:5, 6 tells us to test ourselves, while Heb. 10:24, 25 says we should spur 

each other on to doing good. We are to follow what God commands (Deut. 10:12, 13). 

Yet evangelism is not to be done in the way Jesus condemned: “Woe to you, teachers of 

the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single 

convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as you 

are.” (Matt. 23:15 NIV). 

  The Third Angels Message (Rev. 14:6, 7), chosen as the Adventist church’s 

motto, is a call back to God and worship. This is meant to be our evaluative standard, 

rightly understood. Finally Proverbs 25:12 NIV explains that, “Like an earring of gold or 

an ornament of fine gold is a wise man’s rebuke to a listening ear.” 

  

Comment  

 The theme of this lesson is that there must be efficient evaluation of evangelism. 

While from an organizational perspective this may be important, we do not see much of 

an emphasis on this from Jesus. His command was to “Go!” The results are surely in 

God’s hands, and while we should not be disorganized, we can place an excessive stress 

on evaluation. 
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 However it is certainly true that things should be “done decently and in order.” To 

that end we do need to take evangelism seriously, and most importantly, evaluate what 

we do ourselves. 

 Weighing of the evidence is not a question of arbitrary and hasty decision-

making, but of unhurried and thorough examination. Such a process is the means to arrive 

at an intelligent faith. Not that the mind cannot dismiss or ignore the evidence and arrive 

at a different conclusion—no one is forced to accept the conclusions of examining the 

evidence—but that uncertainty and doubt can be removed by a reasonable examination of 

the evidence. 

 The point here is that this is the process to be used. Evidence is the basis for a 

faith that is intelligent. The meaning of the word “intelligent” here does not refer to IQ, 

cleverness, or mental ability, rather to the use of the mind to acquire understanding. So 

faith is not to be limited to those of mental brilliance or amazing brain power; rather 

intelligent faith is developed by thoughtful analysis of the evidence. “Know, think and 

understand” is the motto, for without knowledge of the evidence, no reasoned thought is 

possible and no understanding can be gained. 

 This is the way we must examine the work of evangelism. More importantly than 

worrying about numbers is the message shared. In the end we are not told to “number 

Israel,” but to consistently let our light shine. 

 This is enlightenment; this is intelligent faith. Because it is based on what is 

observed and examined, on what is demonstrated—the evidence that proves true. Jesus 

has always been inviting that kind of faith. To his hearers as he spoke the Sermon on the 

Mount, he laid out the basics of his kingdom. Jesus identifies faith that is based not in the 

ways of this world, but in the values of God.  

God gives each of us sufficient evidence to believe, without removing the 

possibility of doubt. The doubt forces us to think, to examine that “sufficient evidence,” 

and to place our trust in the God who invites all our questions and concerns and fears, and 

gives us rest as we place our confidence in him. In the same way we present the evidence 

to others who want to know… 

For God in providing us with the evidence has given all of us the opportunity to 

exercise an intelligent faith—an understanding trust in our trustworthy Friend. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 He gives evidence, which must be carefully investigated with a humble mind and  

a teachable spirit, and all should decide from the weight of evidence…. God gives 

sufficient evidence for the candid mind to believe. {5T 675} 

 The faith of our Lord Jesus Christ is an intelligent faith…. Christ would have His 

followers use their intellect in spiritual matters as in business transactions, 

conscientiously weighing evidence irrespective of results. He desires them to think 

deeply. {ST July 28, 1898} 

 God wants you to be in that position where He can do great work for you. He 

wants you to have an intelligent faith. You do not want to present to the people a pattern 

mingled with defects of your character and give the world a false view of Jesus. It is our 

duty as Christians to represent Christ.  {2SAT 23}  

All whom God has blessed with reasoning powers are to become intellectual 

Christians. They are not requested to believe without evidence… {RH March 8, 1887} 
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