
6. The Mystery of the Gospel (3Q 2023—Ephesians) 

 

Biblical material: Ephesians 3; Job 11:5–9; Ezek. 43:13–16; Amos 7:7, 8; Rev. 11:1, 2. 

 

Quotes 

• Paul prays in Ephesians 3:19 that we may “know the love of Christ that surpasses 

knowledge.” And he says in Philippians 3:8, “I count everything as loss because of the 

surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” This knowing is no mere intellectual 

knowledge. The devils have such knowledge and tremble (Jas. 2:19). This knowing 

“surpasses knowledge.” This knowing includes tasting and seeing. It is the knowledge of 

honey that you have only when you put it on your tongue and taste that it is sweet. 

Therefore, knowing Christ in this way means seeing him for who he really is and enjoying 

him above all things. John Piper 

• Paul’s vision, though, is starting small, with actual communities in which reconciliation and 

justice has to be practiced - like the rich/poor distinction in the Corinthian church, for 

instance, or the projected reconciliation between Philemon and Onesimus. But he clearly 

believes (Ephesians 3) that communities like this send a signal to the wider world that Jesus 

is Lord - which is aimed at then the whole world coming into line. N.T. Wright 

• The gospel is not speculation but fact. It is truth, because it is the record of a Person who is 

the Truth. Alexander MacLaren 

• All around us we see Christians and churches relaxing their grasp on the gospel, fumbling 

it, and in danger of letting it drop from their hands altogether. John Stott 

• Here is the principle - adapt your measures to the necessity of the people to whom you 

minister. You are to take the Gospel to them in such modes and circumstances as will gain 

for it from them a hearing. Catherine Booth 

 

Questions 

 In what way is the gospel a mystery? How does the gospel speak to beings in heaven? Do we 

see the gospel in the book of Job? How can we make sure the gospel is not about us? Sometimes 

our description of the gospel can sound very formulaic. How do we avoid that? Why is there all 

the material about measurements in this lesson study? How does this fit in with the gospel? 

 

Bible summary 

 The whole of Ephesians 3 is given for our study, but what about this line, “God’s plan was 

that through the church the various aspects of his wisdom would be revealed to the rulers and 

authorities in heaven.” (3:10)? Interesting perspective! Note that Job 11:5–9 are the words of 

Zophar, one of those of whom God said, “you have not told the truth about me” (Job 42:7). Ezek. 

43:13–16 defines the measurements of the altar. Amos 7:7, 8 describes the measurement of 

God’s people. Rev. 11:1, 2 describes the measurement of the Temple.. 

 

Comment 

In this lesson we see Paul’s wonderful, exhilarating perspective—”May you know the love of 

Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you’re made full and complete by the fullness of God.” 

(3:19). The question is of course, what does this mean? It surely sounds good, but as always, while 

we can be swept away by the dramatic grandeur of God and his eternal purposes for us, we still 

need to understand!  

This passage helps explain what is going on. Paul begins by saying that this is a “revealed 

mystery.” Most of all this revelation is from God himself, and is about who God truly is. This is the 

message Paul has been sharing. In the particular context, the concept of God is not exclusive, but 

inclusive of all—not just for Jews, but for Gentiles too, and beyond even that to include all the 

universe and those in heaven.  



For this reason there is no need for discouragement, because God is now “in us”—and through 

experiencing the indwelling love of God, then we can be confident and share with those around us. 

The ultimate conclusion is that God wins—not by might nor by power, but because of the very 

nature of his personality of healing, caring, trustworthy love. 

The result in the experience of the church is to be an expression of that “mystery,” which is the 

reason why we are able to surmount barriers and divisions that fracture our world. If we cannot, 

then we are not rightly representing our Lord, who came to show that every one of his children was 

very dear to him; that he had no special favorites; that salvation was not dependent on anything but 

coming to him, wanting healing and change.  

That is why we reveal the mystery of God to the world. We are very much part of the answer, 

the spectacle to the universe, who as they watch can see the battle taking place, and God working 

to win us, his most unlovable children in the universe, back to himself. 

This is the emphasis of the gospel: brought back into harmony, agreement and oneness with God 

by God through a restored relationship—for that is what was broken by the Fall. Such a view is 

inherently non-legal, since friendship is not based on the observation of rules and requirements. 

Love cannot be required, only pleaded for. 

Now we are in concord with God, no longer in lawlessness as rebels (for primarily sin has more 

to do with an attitude to God than the actual breaking of laws), but in harmony with all his will and 

ways.  

 What is the gospel? We can all mouth the words about telling others about Jesus, even quote 

texts like “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom thou hast sent.”  

But if we don’t mean it, if it doesn’t change us, if our lives don’t show God, we haven’t got the 

Gospel and the truth is not in us. We are tongue-tied with nothing to say. All the other versions of 

the gospel are frauds because they replace the essential truth with something different. The gospel 

is about a person—a God who loves you, and whom you love, and who wants to love all his 

misguided, floundering children. The good news is not to be equated to healthy living or a caring 

community or anything else, however laudable. It’s not about the church. It’s not about ourselves.  

It’s about God. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

The creation of the worlds, the mystery of the gospel, are for one purpose, to make manifest to 

all created intelligences, through nature and through Christ, the glories of the divine character. By 

the marvelous display of His love in giving “his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

him should not perish, but have everlasting life,” the glory of God is revealed to lost humanity and 

to the intelligences of other worlds.  {AG 129} 

Hanging upon the cross Christ was the gospel… This is our message, our argument, our 

doctrine, our warning to the impenitent, our encouragement for the sorrowing, the hope for every 

believer. {6BC 1113.1} 

To believe in Christ merely as the Saviour of the world can never bring healing to the soul. The 

faith that is unto salvation is not a mere assent to the truth of the gospel. True faith is that which 

receives Christ as a personal Saviour. God gave His only-begotten Son, that I, by believing in Him, 

“should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. {MH 62} 

But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of man. It 

was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants of this 

little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the 

character of God before the universe…. The act of Christ in dying for the salvation of man would 

not only make heaven accessible to men, but before all the universe it would justify God and His 

Son in their dealing with the rebellion of Satan. {PP 68-69.} 
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