
2. God’s Grand, Christ-centered Plan (3Q 2023—Ephesians) 

 

Biblical material: Eph. 1:3–14; Eph. 2:6; Eph. 3:10; Col. 1:13, 14; Deut. 9:29. 

 

Quotes 

• God is no gainer even from our worship. He was in no need of that external glory of His 

grace which arises from His redeemed, for He is glorious enough in Himself without that. 

What was it that moved Him to predestinate His elect to the praise of the glory of His 

grace? It was, as Ephesians 1:5 tells us, according to the good pleasure of His will. Arthur 

W. Pink 

• There is only one explanation for God’s sacrifice for us. It is not us. It is “the riches of his 

grace” (Ephesians 1:7). It is all free. It is not a response to our worth. It is the overflow of 

his infinite worth. In fact, that is what divine love is in the end: a passion to enthrall 

undeserving sinners, a great cost with what will make us supremely happy forever, namely, 

his infinite beauty. John Piper 

• As we journey through this life - through the easy times and the painful times - God is 

fashioning us into people who are like his Son, Jesus. That means God is in the process of 

changing what we desire far more than he is in the process of giving us what we desire. 

Charles Stanley 

• Most scholars agree that there are more than three hundred Old Testament prophecies that 

predicted the coming of the Messiah. When you read them and then compare those to 

events recorded in the New Testament that are obvious fulfillments of the prophecies, it’s 

truly amazing to see God’s plan revealed. Nan Corbitt Allen 

• We must remember God’s plan for us is not our plan. God’s plan for us is far larger and 

better than any plan we can imagine. Faye Horton 

• Desire for God’s plan increases only as we let loose our desire for some other plan. Larry 

Christenson 

 

Questions 

 How would you explain what God’s plan is? How does God operate in trying to convince us 

of his true nature? What are the fundamental principles God operates by in fulfilling his plan? 

What part do we play in God’s plan? From the perspective of the great controversy, how is God’s 

plan working out? How is its success judged? 

 

Bible summary 

God’s plan to bring us and all in heaven and earth back to himself in Christ is described in 

Eph. 1:3–14. We are raised up with Christ (Eph. 2:6). “God’s plan was that through the church 

the various aspects of his wisdom would be revealed to the rulers and authorities in heaven.” 

Eph. 3:10. Christ saves us from the tyranny of darkness and sets us free. Col. 1:13, 14; Deut. 9:29 

references God’s rescuing of his people in the Exodus. 

. 

Comment 

 One of the major reasons we are able to live the more abundant life is because we have more 

understanding of and trust in the God Jesus came to reveal. While not mentioned in the lesson, the 

key verses here are: “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 

business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have 

made known to you.” John 15:15 NIV. It is this insight and involvement in the whole plan of God 

that brings meaning, purpose, happiness and satisfaction. Without this understanding we may have 

some degree of happiness, but this is not the same as the conviction that we are part of God’s 

whole process of self-disclosure, of winning the battle for truth through demonstration that 

involves every being in the universe. 



My appreciation of this God is that he chooses not to impose even the fact of his existence on 

his created beings. “God gives us just enough to see Him, and never enough to fully find Him,” 

says Ron Hansen. “To do more would inhibit our freedom, and our freedom is very dear to God.” 

Our freedom is very dear to God! That’s an amazing concept. That the Almighty Creator of this 

vast universe chooses to take such risks in giving us so much freedom, and does not want to restrict 

this freedom in our beliefs and choices, is utterly incredible! But it is amazingly true, and makes 

God the more wonderful. For as we look out at the stars that this self-effacing Creator has hung in 

nothingness, as we begin to learn just a little of the vast design and the incredible beauty of both 

outer space and inner space, as we realize that there is indeed structure and meaning and purpose in 

the cosmos, and not chaos—then our freedom to decide comes as an even greater gift.  

I love that God chooses to intrigue us. He leaves no heavy footprints, but rather light traces, 

tendrils of evidence to touch our minds. It is enough, even though we surely want more, as Blaise 

Pascal indicated: “We will always see too much to deny and too little to be sure.” 

For that is the plan of God. To draw us on to belief, not to force it upon us. To find out God 

It was one of Job’s rather comfortless comforters who wondered whether by searching you can 

find out God. The implied response is negative. But the rest of Scripture point to a God who wants 

to be searched for, who waits to be found.  

Paul describes this respectful God who does not force himself upon us, but who delights to be 

discovered: “God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, 

though he is not far from each one of us.” Acts 17:28 NIV. 

It seems a long-drawn-out, even tortuous process. “God has always chosen the slow and 

difficult way, respecting human freedom at all cost” (Philip Yancey). God allows us to ask, seek, 

knock. But he never intrudes. He invites, but never goes where he is not invited. He will sometimes 

tap on the shoulder, or even shock. But not to the extent of imposition. This is God’s way, and very 

much part of his plan. 

This is the God who invites us to come, to think, to reason together with him. This is no 

compelling God, no divine tyrant, as the Accuser has described him. Rather this is a God who 

illuminates because of his presence, his loving nature, his character.  

Francis Schaeffer wrote a book entitled “The God Who is There.” But I want to add, 

“believably.” I don’t say maybe or perhaps or possibly, because that may seem to some too 

doubtful. But we need to understand and admire God’s graciousness in this also, giving us the 

opportunity to choose. He is the God who permits our uncertainty, and allows us to believe. 

  

Ellen White Comments 

It is not the plan of God to compel men to yield their wicked unbelief. Before them are light and 

darkness, truth and error. It is for them to decide which to accept. The human mind is endowed 

with power to discriminate between right and wrong. God designs that men shall not decide from 

impulse, but from weight of evidence, carefully comparing scripture with scripture.{2SP 371.1} 

 In the plan of God, all the riches of heaven are to be drawn upon by men. Nothing in the 

treasury of divine resources is deemed too costly to accompany the great gift of the only begotten 

Son of God. . . . Christ was empowered to breathe into fallen humanity the breath of life. Those 

who receive Him will never hunger, never thirst; for greater joy than that found in Christ there 

cannot be. Study the words spoken by the Saviour from the Mount of Blessing. How the divine 

nature shone through His humanity as His lips uttered the benedictions upon those who were the 

objects of His mercy and love. He blessed them with a fullness that showed that He was drawing 

from the inexhaustible store of the richest treasures. The treasures of eternity were at His 

command. The Father committed the riches of heaven to Him, and in the disposal of them He knew 

no bound. Those who accept Him as their Saviour, their Redeemer, the Prince of life, he 

acknowledges before the heavenly host, before the worlds unfallen, and before the fallen world, as 

His peculiar treasure. . . .  {LHU 230.4}   
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