
12. The Call to Stand (3Q 2023—Ephesians) 

 

Biblical material: Eph. 6:10–20; Deut. 20:2–4; Rom. 13:11–14; 1 Thess. 5:6–8; 1 Cor. 15:23, 24. 

 

Quotes 

• (Ephesians 6:10-11). He didn’t say, “If you are smart you might take up the whole armor.” 

Or, “If you feel like it and have the time, take up the armor.” Or, “Try to take up the armor 

at least once or twice a year.” God’s Word says, “Take up the whole armor of God” 

(Ephesians 6:13). This is not suggested; it is commanded. Stormie Omartian 

• The doctrine of just war, we must remember, flows out of the Christian command to love 

your neighbor. It is an act of love to wield the sword against evil…Chuck Colson 

• A strange analogy, child, but indeed, there was a war in heaven, and you see the vanquished 

now, burning as they fall, like stars. In the darkness before the first dawn, theirs was the 

first folly; theirs the first rebellion. Neil Gaiman 

• As long as we let the Word of God be our only armor, we can look confidently into the 

future. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

• God please grant me the ability to recognize devilish intentions, the armor to defend all 

attacks and the ability to trust despite past wrongdoings. Carlos Wallace 

• The preeminent job of the church is to equip Christian for life's challenges. This requires 

the emphasis on being fitted with tested armor. He is tutored in the Word of God. He is 

encouraged to rely on the Lord alone through faith in His promises and providence. He is 

drilled in the doctrines of salvation and is encouraged to allow these truths to work 

themselves deep into his soul. He is encouraged to live righteously by having within him a 

righteous mind soaked in Scripture and demonstrated in right living. He is taught how to 

pray. He is encouraged to share his faith with those who do not have peace with God. John 

Bunyan 

Questions 

Why is there a war anyway? What is it over? What weapons are being used? How come we are 

involved? In the great controversy, are we just pieces being moved in some cosmic chess game? 

How is this war playing out, and how will it be won? What is our role in vindicating God and his 

character? How will we know when we’ve won, or is that the wrong question? 

 

Bible summary 
 Eph. 6:10–20 is the call to stand firm and put on all of God’s armor. In Deut. 20:2–4 God 

promises to fight alongside his people. Paul encourages the Christians in Rome, “let’s get rid of our 

dark deeds and put on the armor of light.” Rom. 13:14. 1 Thess. 5:6–8 also uses military armor 

terms and applies them to spiritual concepts. God wins (1 Cor. 15:23, 24). 

 

Comment 

As we look at the “armor imagery” we see that our protection is in accepting the fundamental 

principles by which God operates: truth, justice, right, salvation, and trust.  

These concepts are mightier than the [physical] sword and are foundational to the way in which 

God runs his universe. This is why we should “arm” ourselves with such “weapons”—though even 

to use such terms suggests hostility.  

The comments made by Paul in Ephesians are not designed to make the church militant or 

military. In fact it’s the opposite. He states that the battle is with “the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly realms.” So, faced with such foes, he wants to comfort us, the terrified victims in such a 

conflict, where the power imbalance against us is so great. The armor is primarily defensive, for 

protection. Even the broadsword was used to ward off blows. Paul is saying that despite the 



enormity of the conflict, we can have confidence because of God’s care and protection for us. He is 

not saying “get busy fighting!” 

The concept of war is often used as a major motivator. Just think of the “war on terror,” for 

example. Invoking war images however is dangerous, as it can all too often lead us to think that 

victory is won by force, or that the exploiting the will of the majority is the means to win. The war 

in heaven was not like an earthly war, and nor is the “Christian war.” The battle is not won by 

force, but by humility. It is not by might, nor by power. It is by God’s spirit, which is spirit of 

peace, love, joy, happiness, long-suffering—and all the other divine virtues. If the war could have 

been won by power, then all-mighty God could already have won. The argument however is not 

over who has the most power. The war is over how that power is used, over the legitimacy of 

God’s government, over the real nature of his character. 

So how do we “help God win”? The question is of course flawed, since God can surely win 

without our aid. But he has invited our participation, and we certainly make our contributions, to 

one side or the other. We may sometimes think that we can in our own power fight on the right side 

and gain the victory. But the Bible and Ellen White make it clear that the battle is not against flesh 

and blood and that the issues are truly on a huge scale. Our little battles are only meaningful if they 

play into the wider scheme of things. This is why Ellen White makes the comment that “It is by 

teaching the truth that we are to defeat the purposes of Satan.” Our role is to identify with God and 

his character, not because we are forced to, or induced to, but because we agree that right is right, 

that the moral laws of the universe are entirely well-founded and not arbitrary at all. 

Recognizing what we are up against should lead us to be very humble about our own strength 

and abilities. In and of ourselves we have no capacity to defeat the devil and his unjust use of force. 

However our role is to make the right choices, to place ourselves on the side of righteousness and 

truth, demonstrating in our lives that whatever comes we will not give up our clear conviction that 

God is telling the truth and is entirely trustworthy. In the words of Job, “Though he slay me (and 

that is a poetic hyperbole, of course), yet will I trust in him.” For the war can only end in victory as 

God’s case is finally proved entirely and eternally right. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

The evil continued to work until the spirit of disaffection ripened into active revolt. Then there 

was war in heaven, and Satan, with all who sympathized with him, was cast out. Satan had warred 

for the mastery in heaven, and had lost the battle. God could no longer trust him with honor and 

supremacy, and these, with the part he had taken in the government of heaven, were taken from 

him. Since that time Satan and his army of confederates have been the avowed enemies of God in 

our world, continually warring against the cause of truth and righteousness. Satan has continued to 

present to men, as he presented to the angels, his false representations of Christ and of God, and he 

has won the world to his side. Even the professedly Christian churches have taken sides with the 

first great apostate. {1SM 222} 

Satan, and those whom he had deceived, and who fought with him, were cast out of heaven, but 

the warfare has been continued on the earth. In every age Satan has worked through men who have 

departed from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and teaching deceptive doctrines and 

principles of satanic origin. Christ taught His disciples how to meet the deceptive work of Satan 

and his followers. Under a variety of symbols the Saviour presented the work of extending His 

kingdom of truth and righteousness throughout the world. It is by teaching the truth that we are to 

defeat the purposes of Satan. {UL 77} 

We must have on the whole armor of God, and be ready at any moment for a conflict with the 

powers of darkness. When temptations and trials rush in upon us, let us go to God, and agonize 

with Him in prayer. He will not turn us away empty, but will give us grace and strength to 

overcome, and to break the power of the enemy. Oh, that all could see these things in their true 

light, and endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus! Then would Israel move forward, strong in 

God, and in the power of His might. {CET 103}Prepared July 26, 2022 © Jonathan Gallagher 2022 


