
11. Practicing Supreme Loyalty to Christ (3Q 2023—Ephesians) 

 

Biblical material: Eph. 6:1–9; Mark 10:13–16; Col. 3:21; 1 Pet. 2:18–25; 2 Cor. 5:10; Col. 3:24, 25. 

 

Quotes 

• Children represent God’s most generous gift to us. James Dobson 

• An infinite God can give all of Himself to each of His children. He does not distribute 

Himself that each may have a part, but to each one He gives all of Himself as fully as if 

there were no others. A. W. Tozer 

• Parents are sometimes a bit of a disappointment to their children. They don’t fulfill the 

promise of their early years. Anthony Powell 

• The family you come from isn’t as important as the family you’re going to have. Ring 

Lardner 

• Role modeling is the most basic responsibility of parents. Parents are handing life’s scripts 

to their children, scripts that in all likelihood will be acted out for the rest of the children’s 

lives. Stephen R. Covey  

• For all the good that has come from the servant leadership model of church leadership, 

which has gained well-deserved acceptance in recent decades, there are those of us who 

want to move beyond servanthood as the model for our engagement with one another and 

take the dangerous leap into friendship as the way of understanding one another. Doug 

Pagitt 

Questions 

What do we learn about God from the perspective of both children and parents? How does 

respect for your earthly parents affect your respect for God? If you have a very poor parental role 

model, what does this do to your relationship to God? What about the relationship between 

servants and masters? How does this relate to issues in the cosmic conflict? 

 

Bible summary 

 Eph. 6:1–9 deals with relationships between children and parents, and servants and masters. 

Mark 10:13–16 describes Jesus blessing of the children. Fathers are told not to make their 

children mad in Col. 3:21. Peter explains how servants should relate masters and links this to 

Christ’s example (1 Pet. 2:18–25). We are to receive what we deserve (2 Cor. 5:10, Col. 3:24, 

25). 

 

Comment 

As Christians, it is our privilege to call God “Father.” How much we value this, and how 

should this make us very conscious of our role as parents... “Parents are the pride of their children.” 

Proverbs 17:6 NIV. 

Hopefully, we might add! The Bible speaks of the parent-child relationship in terms of honour 

and respect, of mutual care and appreciation. In fact, the fifth commandment speaks of this. In the 

New Testament commentary, more is added—not only obedience from children, but an 

understanding role needs to be played by parents: 

“Children, do what your parents tell you, for this is the right thing to do. ‘Honor your father and 

mother.’ This is the first commandment that has a promise attached: ‘that things may go well for 

you and you may live a long life on the earth.’ Fathers, don’t make your children mad, but look 

after them by disciplining them and instructing them about God.” Ephesians 6:1-4. 

Similarly: “You children, always do what your parents tell you because this is what pleases the 

Lord. You fathers, don’t make your children mad, so they won’t feel like giving up.” Colossians 

3:20, 21.This mutuality is what the Bible says will mark a good relationship. 



Proverbs 1:8 says this: “My son, pay attention to your father’s instruction, and don’;t reject 

your mother’s teaching..” This may be what parents want, but how is it achieved? While there may 

be strict penalties for disobeying parents, how do we really encourage obedience?  

Sometimes it may seem like parents are only saying, “Do as I tell you, don’t ask questions!” 

While it is true that you cannot explain everything, are we not representing God when we try to 

explain and gain understanding? Of course it all depends on your concept of God. If you see God 

as gracious and winsome, wanting to encourage trust and understanding, you will try to follow such 

methods. If on the other hand you see God as authoritarian, demanding unthinking obedience, then 

your parenting may use different approaches. See how even such daily interactions with your 

children depend on your spiritual life, your connection with and understanding of the true character 

of God. 

The God of the Bible frequently identifies with the role of parent—as protector, care-giver, 

provider, guardian, guide, and teacher. For example, God identifies himself as the one who leads 

His people, just as a father carries his son and cares for him on the journey: “The Lord your God 

who leads your way will fight for you in the same way you saw him do for you in Egypt. He did 

the same in the desert—you saw how the Lord your God carried you like a father carries his son 

during your whole journey until you arrived here.”Deuteronomy 1:30, 31.  

Not servants, but friends. One of the major reasons we are able to live the more abundant life is 

because we have more understanding of and trust in the God Jesus came to reveal. While not 

mentioned in the lesson, the key verses here are: “I don’t call you servants any longer, for servants 

are not taken into their master’s confidence. I call you friends, for everything my Father told me 

I’ve explained to you.” It is this insight and involvement in the whole plan of God that brings 

meaning, purpose, happiness and satisfaction. Without this understanding we may have some 

degree of happiness, but this is not the same as the conviction that we are part of God’s whole 

process of self-disclosure, of winning the battle for truth through demonstration that involves every 

being in the universe. 

Not servants, but friends. All through his ministry this is the essential truth Jesus is trying to 

convey. Not only through the words he used, the parables he spoke, the descriptions he gave. Jesus’ 

ministry of healing spoke eloquent volumes of the God he came to make manifest. Every blind man 

that saw, every cripple that leapt for joy, every leper made clean, new and whole spoke of the God 

who heals, remaking sinful human beings in His image once more. His very life became the vehicle of 

God’s self-expression--from birth through the temptations to the cross itself.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

Parents are the first teachers of their children; and by the lessons that they give, they, as well as 

their children, are being educated. As parents consecrate themselves, body, soul, and spirit, to the 

doing of their God-given work, the Lord will teach them precious lessons, giving them wise words 

to speak, and helping them to show patience and forbearance under provocation.  {RH, January 12, 

1911 par. 5}  

The only security for any soul is right thinking. We are to use every means that God has placed 

within our reach for the government and cultivation of our thoughts. We are to bring our minds into 

harmony with His mind. His truth will sanctify us, body and soul and spirit, and we shall be 

enabled to rise above temptation. The words that we speak will be wise words. {2MCP 613.3} 

God requires us to prove our loyalty to Him by unquestioning obedience. In deciding upon any 

course we should not ask merely whether we can see harm to result from it, but whether it is 

contrary to the will of God. We must learn to distrust self and to rely wholly upon God for 

guidance and support, for a knowledge of His will, and for strength to perform it. We must be 

much in communion with God…"As the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the 

eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress," so should our eyes be upon the Lord our God. His 

commands should be received with implicit faith, and obeyed with cheerful exactness.  {TMK 252.4}   
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