
1. Paul and the Ephesians (3Q 2023—Ephesians) 

 

Biblical material: Acts 18:18–21; Acts 19:13–20:1; Acts 20:17–38; Eph. 1:1, 2; Eph. 6:21–24; 

Eph. 3:13; Eph. 1:9, 10. 

 

Quotes 

• All Scripture is profitable first for doctrine! The same order is observed throughout the 

Epistles, particularly in the great doctrinal treatises of the apostle Paul. Read the Epistle of 

Romans and it will be found that there is not a single admonition in the first five chapters. 

In the Epistle of Ephesians there are no exhortations till the fourth chapter is reached. The 

order is first doctrinal exposition and then admonition or exhortation for the regulation of 

the daily walk. Arthur W. Pink 

• Publishers always clamour for the books that no one has ever written, and turn a cold 

shoulder on them as soon as they’re written. If St Paul were living now they would pester 

him to write an Epistle to the Esquimaux, but no London publisher would dream of reading 

his Epistle to the Ephesians. Saki 

• He who seeks truth must be content with a lonely, little-trodden path. If he cannot worship 

her till she has been canonized by the shouts of the multitude, he must take his place with 

the members of that wretched crowd who shouted for two long hours, “Great is Diana of the 

Ephesians!” till truth, reason, and calmness were all drowned in noise. Frederick William 

Robertson 

• The Family of God includes all of the children of God in heaven and on earth. In Ephesians 

3:15, Paul speaks of the whole family in heaven and on earth. This family includes all 

believers. Roy Mason 

 

Questions 

 What would you say is Paul’s prime reason for writing to the Ephesians? What was his 

previous relationship with them? After the riot over the Diana idol business, what do you think 

was the relationship between Christians and idol worshipers in Ephesus? What does this say 

about the way in which the issues of the great controversy are being worked out here on earth? 

 

Bible summary 

 Acts 18:18–21 describes Paul going to the synagogue in Ephesus to debate with the Jews. The 

riot in Ephesus over the goddess Diana is recorded in Acts 19:13–20:1. Paul’s speech to the 

Ephesian elders in Miletus is recorded in Acts 20:17–38. Eph. 1:1, 2 is Paul’s inscription to his 

letter, including both those in Ephesus and “those who trust in Christ Jesus.” Eph. 6:21–24 is the 

conclusion to the letter, with blessings of peace and grace. Paul says he’s suffering for the 

Ephesians (Eph. 3:13). God’s plan is to bring together in Christ those in heaven and those on 

earth (Eph. 1:9, 10). 

 

Comment 

In our Christian-based world-view, it is all too easy to miss the impact of Jesus on the pagan 

world. If you know just a little of ancient mythology, you’ll recognize the immense difference 

between the God Jesus came to reveal, and the gods of Greek and Rome—and the rest. It all does 

come down to your picture of God, and as Jesus revealed to us the true face of our heavenly Father, 

we can come to Him who is truly worthy of our love and admiration. 

The Devil has done a remarkable job of defacing the image of God. If you take a while to stroll 

around the museums, or visit ancient temples, then you see gods in all their demonic 

vindictiveness—like the Mayan gods and their bloodthirsty demands for human sacrifice I saw in 

the Guatemalan Mayan city of Tikal. 



In the New Testament we first come across the city of Ephesus during Paul’s journeys, as 

recorded in the book of Acts. Right away we see the conflict that illustrates the Great Controversy 

in this center of pagan belief. For what is at the heart of false worship but a demonic picture of 

God? 

Paul knows those in the church of Ephesus. He has visited with them, he is aware of their 

successes and their challenges. Even as he is imprisoned for his faith, he thinks of others and wants 

to provide encouragement and counsel. For despite his own circumstances, he still recognizes that 

all-important truth: only God really matters, and our relationship with him. The essence of the 

Great Controversy is over the character of God—his use of power, how he treat those who 

disagree, what difference does truth and right really make. While we are looking at a situation very 

different to our own, we can apply the same principles in our own lives and our local churches, 

seeking to make a difference as we represent God to those around us. The question for us is the 

same as for the Ephesians: what do they see?  

For the real difference between true and false religion is not about idols or rituals or dogma, but 

about the kind of God you believe in, the real God who is there. When it comes down to it, much 

depends on what kind of God do you believe in. It affects the way you view every aspect of belief 

and practice—life itself. If God is seen as hostile and exclusive, you feel you have to make him 

accept you, bargain your way into heaven, and focus on works/behavior. But if God is understood 

to be friendly and inclusive, who only excludes those who have chosen to reject him and who have 

refused his offer of healing salvation—then what a different picture! 

The challenge today is the same as faced by the Ephesian Christians. People operate according 

to their deepky-held beliefs. Whether its paganism of some kind, or secularism, or humanism, the 

rejection of the true God leads to massive consequences in the way people live and treat others. 

How do we best represent the character of God in our own lives as we interface with friends and 

strangers? In what way can we easily misrepresent God, even in our witness? What is the best way 

of sharing the truth about the God we believe in? 

So what of our own picture of God? How do we analyze this? Is this just another vain human 

perception? What kind of God do we believe in, and how do we know we are right? The answer 

must be that it is the result of examining evidence and experience. From the Bible and personal 

experience we can say that God is not the kind of God described by many! Not the kind of God 

described by his enemies, or even by some of his friends. 

 We know: A God who is intimately concerned with each of us, you and me. A God who does 

care about every one of his created children. A God who is all-powerful, yet a God who gives 

freedom to all of us. A God who only wants a relationship based on our choice of him as our ever-

loving Father. A God who is totally deserving of our undivided trust.  A picture of a God who has 

been trying to win his case by persuasion and demonstration in the face of so many lies and 

deceptions from Satan, one of God’s former friends.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

Ephesus was a popular center for the worship of Diana. The fame of the magnificent temple of 

“Diana of the Ephesians” extended throughout all Asia and the world. Its surpassing splendor made 

it the pride, not only of the city, but of the nation. The idol within the temple was declared by 

tradition to have fallen from the sky. {AA286} 

It is fondly supposed that heathen superstitions have disappeared before the civilization of the 

twentieth century. But the word of God and the stern testimony of facts declare that sorcery is 

practiced in this age as verily as in the days of the old-time magicians. The ancient system of magic 

is, in reality, the same as what is now known as modern spiritualism. Satan is finding access to 

thousands of minds by presenting himself under the guise of departed friends... The dead do not 

hold communion with the living. But true to his early cunning, Satan employs this device in order 

to gain control of minds. {AA 289} 
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