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7. Matthew 24 and 25 (2Q 2018—Preparation for the End Time) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 24:1–25, Rev. 13:11–17, Matt. 7:24–27, Luke 21:20, 2 Kings 

23:13, Matt. 25:1–30. 

 

Quotes 

• The future belongs to those who belong to God. This is hope. W.T. Purkiser 

• God leads us forward, not back. The Christian life means looking forward to the 

coming of Christ, like a runner straining for the finishing tape. Stephen Travis 

• Those who have lived as long as I have ...were enabled to compare different 

cultures and traditions, and know that the moment has come to discern the signs 

of the times, to seize the opportunity and to look far ahead. Pope John XXIII 

• What path does the Lord want? Always with the spirit of intelligence with which 

to understand the signs of the times. It is beautiful to ask the Lord for this grace. 

Pope Francis 

• Finding all the signs of the times, and the present condition of the world, to 

compare harmoniously with the prophetic descriptions of the last days, I was 

compelled to believe that this world had about reached the limits of the period 

allotted for its continuance. As I regarded the evidence, I could arrive at no other 

conclusion. William Miller 

• It will require a special preparation to meet the Lord when he comes. It will be 

necessary for the last church to look for Christ; for it is to them that look for him 

that he will appear the second time without sin unto salvation. Heb. ix, 28... Now 

we cannot look for Christ without watching the signs of the times, and believing 

in the advent near. Daniel T. Bourdeau 

 

Questions 

 How do we approach the “signs of the times” today? Why did Jesus point to 

signs? What of those signs we spoke of in the past as showing the nearness of Christ’s 

coming? Do we need to see the signs to scare us into preparation? What do the parables 

of Matthew 25 teach us about what is really important? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Matthew 24 Jesus speaks about the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the 

Temple together with his coming. He also points to the signs of the times that indicate his 

coming is near. In Matthew 25 he continues the theme by giving three parables: the five 

wise and five foolish girls; the talents; and the sheep and the goats. Rev. 13:11–17 

references the actions of the beast that comes from the earth. In Luke 21:20 Jesus said 

that when Jerusalem was surrounded by armies they would know destruction was near—a 

sign of the times for the people then. 2 Kings 23:13 refers to Solomon’s idolatry. 

 

Comment  

 Sometimes those events we think are the most dramatic and obvious signs of 

Christ’s coming are not at all.  Jesus tells us: “You’ll hear about wars, and rumors about 

wars, but don’t be anxious. These things have to happen, but this isn’t the end.”  Matthew 

24:6 FBV. 
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 So too all battles and revolutions and rebellions and famines and earthquakes—Jesus 

tells us these are to be expected, but are not definitive proof of his imminent return. What 

did Jesus say were the signs? 

 Jesus points first to the growth of evil as one major sign: “The increasing evil will 

lead the love of many to grow cold.” “They will arrest you, they will persecute you, and 

they will kill you. All people will hate you because of me. At that time many believers 

will give up believing. They will betray one another and hate one another. Many false 

prophets will come and deceive many people.”  Matthew 24:12; 9-11 FBV. 

 Are these things happening in the world today?  What is the evidence?  Think of all 

those depressing statistics related to rise in crime rate, collapse of marriage and family, 

pornography, persecution of Christians etc., false prophets of modern world: materialism, 

secularism, humanism... Yet even here the insistent question is “how much is too much?” 

Only God knows... 

 Then Jesus clearly says: “The good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed 

around the whole world so everyone will be able to hear it, and then the end will come.”  

Matthew 24:14 FBV. 

 The formation of Bible Societies and Christian Missions from the last century on 

illustrates this sign.  Today the gospel is being preached in more countries than ever before.  

Modern means of mass communication—literature, radio, TV, video etc. make the 

spreading of the gospel more feasible now than at any time in human history.  Once again 

though, with the rapid increase in the population of the world, how many are “being reached 

for Jesus”? And another telling question may be—what kind of God is being presented, for 

there are pictures of even the Christian God I too would reject... 

 How many of this world’s population really care about God, or about living honestly 

and rightly?  The modern trend is to look after Number One; hit the other guy before he hits 

you; grab what you can while you can; get what you want by and all means.  This is the 

religion of total selfishness and greed, with no concern for others at all. 

 Jesus spoke about his modern situation by comparing it to the sensual, corrupt and 

godless people living before the Flood: “When the Son of man comes it will be like it was 

during the time of Noah. It will be as in the days before the flood, when they were eating 

and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, right up until the day that Noah went into 

the Ark. They didn’t realize what was going to happen until the flood came and swept 

them all away. That’s how the coming of the Son of man will be.” Matthew 24:37-39 

FBV. 

 God waited 120 years at the time of Noah. How long will he wait for us? He 

certainly can determine when enough evidence has been accumulated, when immorality 

cannot continue any longer. But though we see the sign, it does not specifically identify the 

endpoint. 

 Jesus tells his disciples: “But right after those days of persecution the sun will be 

darkened, the moon will not shine, the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of 

heaven will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of man will appear in heaven, and all the 

peoples of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of man coming on the clouds of 

heaven with power and in brilliant glory. Matthew 24:29, 30 FBV. 

 An awesome description of the coming of Christ, preceded by these catastrophic 

signs.  No time for debating after this! But why do they mourn? Is it because they see God 

as he truly is? Or is it because they are so self-referenced that they’re just upset they can’t go 
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their own way anymore? Certainly these are very visible demonstrations of the end—no-one 

will miss it!—but the response is one of sadness and not happiness from those who know 

not God. 

 Even so, the most important signs are those that reveal the end of the great 

controversy. A very specific description of those people living at the end is given in 2 Tim 

3:1-4 FBV: “Be aware that there will be troubled times in the last days. People will love 

themselves and love money. They will be boastful, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their 

parents, ungrateful, and without God in their lives. Heartless and unforgiving, they’ll 

commit slander and have no self-control. Brutal people who hate what’s good, they will 

betray others and be totally thoughtless. They are absurdly full of themselves, living so 

much for pleasure that they don’t care about loving God.” 

 What does this say about us and our role in the great controversy? For whichever 

side we are on, we still provide demonstration and evidence... 

 For in the end, whatever the perspective on the signs, they are there not 

delimitations of time, but reminders of God’s future. We are such creatures of time, that 

the “when” is the all-important question. But for all the reasons we’ve mentioned, the real 

issues are far wider than our own rather parochial interests. These are issues involving the 

whole universe—and the restoration of harmony involves far more than us and Planet 

Earth! Nor is it so much a question of when, though that is always the burning question 

for us! Add to that our proclivity to procrastinate. If we knew the end was coming next 

January, we’d wait to get Christmas over first! As Augustine remarked, “The last day is 

hidden so every day may be regarded.” 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Christ had been warning the people of the coming of the kingdom of God, and He 

had sharply rebuked their ignorance and indifference. The signs in the sky, which 

foretold the weather, they were quick to read; but the signs of the times, which so clearly 

pointed to His mission, were not discerned.  {COL 212.2}   

 But there are many, many in our churches who know little of the real meaning of 

the truth for this time. I appeal to them not to disregard the fulfilling of the signs of the 

times, which says so plainly that the end is near. Oh, how many who have not sought 

their souls' salvation will soon make the bitter lamentation: "The harvest is past, the 

summer is ended, and we are not saved"!   

 We are living in the closing scenes of this earth's history. Prophecy is fast 

fulfilling. The hours of probation are fast passing. We have no time--not a moment--to 

lose. Let us not be found sleeping on guard. Let no one say in his heart or by his works: 

“My Lord delayeth His coming.” Let the message of Christ's soon return sound forth in 

earnest words of warning. Let us persuade men and women everywhere to repent and flee 

from the wrath to come. Let us arouse them to immediate preparation, for we little know 

what is before us. Let ministers and lay members go forth into the ripening fields to tell 

the unconcerned and indifferent to seek the Lord while He may be found. The workers 

will find their harvest wherever they proclaim the forgotten truths of the Bible. They will 

find those who will accept the truth and will devote their lives to winning souls to Christ.  

{8T 252-3}   
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