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6. The “Change” of the Law (2Q 2018—Preparation for the End Time) 

 

Biblical material: Rom. 8:1; 7:15–25; Rom. 7:1–14; John 20:19–23; Acts 20:6, 7; Dan. 

7:23–25; Rev. 13:1–17. 

 

Quotes 

• The end of law is not to abolish or restrain, but to preserve and enlarge freedom. 

For in all the states of created beings capable of law, where there is no law, there 

is no freedom. John Locke 

• It seems to me that an unjust law is no law at all. Augustine 

• Any law which violates the inalienable rights of man is essentially unjust and 

tyrannical; it is not a law at all. Maximilian Robespierre 

• An unjust law is itself a species of violence. Arrest for its breach is more so. 

Mahatma Gandhi 

• Almost any sect, cult, or religion will legislate its creed into law if it acquires the 

political power to do so. Robert A. Heinlein 

• It is impossible to enslave, mentally or socially, a bible-reading people. The 

principles of the bible are the groundwork of human freedom. Horace Greeley 

 

Questions 

 What fundamental law did Lucifer wish to change in heaven? How do we avoid 

the charge of legalism in promoting the law? In what ways can we make it clear that this 

is not simply a question of one day against another? If the “seal of God” is the Sabbath, 

what of those who also observe this day, such as the Jews?   

 

Bible summary 

 Rom. 8:1 tells us there is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus. Rom. 

7:1–14 makes it clear that while the law is good, it does not save us. In addition, while we 

want to do what is good, there is the law of sin and death at work inside us that leads us 

to do the opposite of what we want (Rom.7:15–25). John 20:19–23 includes the often 

misunderstood words, “If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; if you hold them 

unforgiven, unforgiven they remain.” (v.23). Acts 20:6, 7 refers to the meeting on the 

first day of the week. In Dan. 7:23-25 the prophecy is given regarding the king who “will 

speak against the Most High and oppress his holy people and try to change the set times 

and the laws.” (v. 25 NIV). Rev. 13:1–17 speaks of the dictatorial beast from the earth. 

 

Comment  
 While this lesson is focused on the attempt to change the Sabbath to Sunday, the 

deeper issue is one of rebellion against God—the heart of the great controversy. While 

this attempt to change God’s law is significant, it reveals the real problem that originated 

with Lucifer. 

 The heart of the message here is over true and false beliefs, true and false 

worship, true and false concepts of God. The “little horn” seeks to set itself up to be as 

great as the Prince of the host—in other words, paralleling the descriptions of Satan in 

Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. The essence of the Great Controversy is this—the self-seeking 

pride that desires personal power and prestige at any cost to others. This is in complete 
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contrast to the way of God who though immensely powerful works to win not by force or 

compulsion, and whose might is not used in self-seeking. 

 It was his jealous thoughts that led Lucifer to rebel against God and his 

government, seeking to be like the Most High and take his place. However crazy this plan 

may seem to us, it reflects the jealous self-centeredness that is at the heart of Lucifer’s 

sin. Proud of himself, and demonstrating his jealous spirit, Lucifer attempts to lead the 

universe down a path that results in ruin and loss… 

 All this as a result of Lucifer’s choice to go his own way, insanely believing he 

could run God’s Universe better than God himself. “You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend 

to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount 

of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. I will ascend above the tops of 

the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’” Isaiah 14:13, 14 NIV. 

 In the prophecy of Daniel 7 Rome’s primary difference is its morphing into a 

religio-political power rather than continuing as a pagan kingdom. It is this latter power 

that is “most terrifying,” and its horn makes war on the saints. And it is this supplanting 

power that speaks against the Most High and seeks to change times and laws. In this clear 

parallel of the experience of Lucifer in wanting to be like the Most High we see the Great 

Controversy clearly revealed. When we remember the experience of Christians under 

persecution by the state or by fellow Christians, the devil’s agenda is laid bare. It is hard 

to believe that believers were killed for simply preaching the truth, or for possessing a 

Bible, or for daring to challenge human authority, but this is the history under this power. 

 Yet the primary message is one of victory—that the issues in the Great 

Controversy will be illuminated and resolved, that the future will be one of God’s eternal 

kingdom where righteousness dwells.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 It was difficult to uproot Satan from the affection of the angels in heaven. He took 

the position that the law of God was against the heavenly intelligences, and the warfare 

and controversy between Christ and Satan was started in heaven and is going on in the 

earth to the present day. The controversy between Christ and Satan was witnessed not 

only by the heavenly intelligences but by all the worlds that God had created. Here the 

power arises that claims to have the right to change times and laws—it is the man of sin. 

But does he have power to change times and laws? No; because God’s law is written in 

the tables of stone, engraven with His own finger, and placed in the temple of God in 

heaven. That great moral standard will be the criterion that will judge every being upon 

the face of the earth, both dead and living. . . . {CTr 216} 

 Religious powers, allied to heaven by profession, and claiming to have the 

characteristics of a lamb, will show by their acts that they have the heart of a dragon and 

that they are instigated and controlled by Satan. The time is coming when God's people 

will feel the hand of persecution because they keep holy the seventh day. Satan has 

caused the change of the Sabbath in the hope of carrying out his purpose for the defeat of 

God's plans. He seeks to make the commands of God of less force in the world than 

human laws. The man of sin, who thought to change times and laws, and who has always 

oppressed the people of God, will cause laws to be made enforcing the observance of the 

first day of the week. But God's people are to stand firm for Him. And the Lord will work 

in their behalf, showing plainly that He is the God of gods. {CCh 317} 
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