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4. Salvation and the End Time (2Q 2018— Preparation for the End Time) 

 

Biblical material: John 14:9; Zeph. 3:17; John 1:1–3; Rom. 8:38, 39; Ps. 91:15, 16; Rev. 

14:6, 7; Eph. 1:4, 5; 1 John 4:10. 

 

Quotes 

• The greatest enemy to human souls is the self-righteous spirit which makes men 

look to themselves for salvation. Charles Spurgeon 

• The New Testament is of full authority and open to the understanding of simple 

men as to the points most needful to salvation. John Wycliffe 

• God does not give us salvation because we believe. Our believing is only the 

normal way of receiving the salvation he freely gives. Lewis B. Smedes 

• Though the Bible was written over sixteen centuries by at least forty authors, it 

has one central theme–salvation through faith in Christ. Max Lucado 

• Through salvation our past has been forgiven, our present is given meaning, and 

our future is secured. Rick Warren 

• Is it not wonderful news to believe that salvation lies outside ourselves? Martin 

Luther 

 

Questions 

 Do the “criteria” for salvation change in the end time? Why are we more 

concerned for salvation as the end approaches? Is this just “fire insurance”? Recognizing 

that when we see Jesus we see the Father, how do we view God and his salvation? Why 

do we find it so hard to accept that salvation is a free gift from God? 

 

Bible summary 

  The key verse in this week’s study is John 14:9 FBV: “Jesus replied, ‘Have I been 

with you such a long time, Philip, and yet you still don’t know me? Anyone who has seen 

me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”?’” Zeph. 3:17 reminds 

us that the Lord is the Mighty One who saves us. Jesus is the eternal Word (John 1:1–3). 

Nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:38, 39). 

God promises to save us when we call on him (Ps. 91:15, 16). Rev. 14:6, 7 is the first 

angel’s message—a call to worship the Creator. God has chosen us (Eph. 1:4, 5). “This is 

love! It’s not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and he sent his Son to be the 

reconciliation for our sins.” 1 John 4:10 FBV. 

 

Comment 

 Does salvation change as we approach the end time? No, it is always the same—

the free gift of God to all who will trust in him. Sometimes we urge the nearness of the 

end as an incentive to repent, but this is surely a wrong motive. The real reason to come 

to God is because we love him and he is the only one who can cure us of our fatal 

condition.  

 We also have issues with the fact that salvation is God’s free gift to us. In so 

many ways we seem to want to work for it. So instead of gratefully accepting God’s free 

gift, we turn around and ask what we have to pay, wanting to make our own contribution. 
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Whether we call it legalism or works righteousness or even “doing our part” we in some 

way want to turn God’s wonderful salvation into a kind of do-it-yourself religion.  

 Then there’s the terminology we use to describe salvation. Current concepts of 

salvation are very dependent upon legal images, primarily those of western justice. The 

courtroom scene is invoked to represent the way in which God “saves” us, primarily from 

the verdict and sentence of “Guilty”. Consequently the mechanics of the saving process 

centre on the payment of penalties, substitutionary punishment, and the adjustment of the 

accused’s legal standing (the blotting out of the Guilty verdict, satisfaction for sin, 

writing the person’s name in the “right” book etc. 

 Why the stress on the need for legal forgiveness? Because we see ourselves as 

being criminally guilty, and thus under executive sentence of doom from God. If a person 

is not legally forgiven, then that person will suffer the penalty—usually expressed as 

enduring the torments of Hell inflicted by a vindictive God for all eternity. 

 Such a view of God and his salvation does not find expression in the gospel Christ 

brought. It was not a question of ensuring you were legally “without fault” before God, 

like a “no-fault” insurance claim!  

 Forgiveness is surely important, but not as a guarantee to avoid punishment. 

Salvation is not a question of making sure you have paid your premium for fire 

insurance! God is not to be viewed as a hostile Judge determined to sentence all the 

Guilty, and only allowing those who hold “Get out of Hell” cards (“the forgiven”) to 

profit from his salvation. This highly-objectivized view of salvation ignores the 

personality of God and of us, and reduces God’s salvation to a mechanistic kind of 

contractual process whereby when all the right actions are performed then salvation is 

automatic. Jesus came to be God’s salvation: primarily as he revealed what this salvation 

is. Not a mechanical process or some objective legal transaction, but the relationship of 

persons. Salvation is subjective in the sense that it applies to and inside of us, rather than 

somewhere “out there.” 

 As God said to his people of old, “I am the Lord who heals you.” (Exodus 15:26). 

This is his salvation--healing all the wounds of sin, curing the sickness of evil, and 

restoring us once more into full spiritual health: remade into his glorious image. This is 

his salvation, so fully and freely demonstrated in Jesus and made available to all who 

will. This is his salvation: brought to us by God himself. Salvation is healing.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The shortness of time is urged as an incentive for us to seek righteousness and to 

make Christ our friend. This is not the great motive. It savors of selfishness. Is it 

necessary that the terrors of the day of God be held before us to compel us through fear to 

right action? This ought not to be. Jesus is attractive. He is full of love, mercy, and 

compassion. He proposes to be our friend, to walk with us through all the rough pathways 

of life. {RH, August 2, 1881 par. 6} 

 Full and free is the gift of saving grace. Every one may have the salvation that the 

Lord Jesus will bestow abundantly on all who bring his love into their life-work.  {RH, 

May 31, 1906 par. 6}   

 The Lord has made every provision whereby man may have full and free 

salvation, and be complete in Him. God designs that His children shall have the bright 

beams of the Sun of Righteousness, that all may have the light of truth. {1SM 375}   
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