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2. Daniel and the End Time (2Q 2018 — Preparation for the End Time) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 16:10; Daniel 1, 2; 3:1–6; Rev. 13:11–15; Dan. 3:13–18; John 

3:7; Daniel 4, 6. 

 

Quotes 

• The Vision of Christ that thou dost see, Is my vision's greatest enemy. Thine is the 

Friend of all Mankind, Mine speaks in Parables to the blind. Thine loves the same 

world that mine hates, Thy heaven-doors are my hell gates. William Blake 

• As Christians, we must understand that there is no word so meaningless as the 

word "god" until it is defined. No word has been used to reach absolutely opposite 

concepts as much as the word "god". Consequently, let us not be confused. There 

is much "spirituality" about us today that would relate itself to the word god or to 

the idea god; but this is not what we are talking about. Biblical truth and 

spirituality is not a relationship to the word god, or to the idea god. It is a 

relationship to the one who is there, which is an entirely different concept. 

Francis A. Schaeffer 

• The idol-maker may know, more or less clearly, that he is only giving shape to the 

half-formed concept of God in his head; that his images are solid metaphors—

what we call symbols. The skeptical Greek philosopher may remind us that, after 

all, the image of Athena is only a symbol, only a means of fixing one's rambling 

thoughts upon the spirit that is Athena. Yet the idolater will persist in losing sight 

of the forest for the trees, and the god for the image… The crucifix, the plaster 

image, the saint's relic or miraculous medal or cheaply and illegibly printed Bible 

may become themselves things considered holy and magical, able to stop a bullet. 

Worse yet, the god confined in an image is a shrunken and powerless god. 

Because you have limited your concept of God to a man shape on a carved 

crucifix, you may be in danger of inferring that you are free to outrage the man 

shapes walking and breathing around you. Because you worship the god in a 

specially baked wafer and a specially designed chalice, you may forget to worship 

the God of all bread and all wine. Joy Davidman 

 

Questions 

 Why have we placed so much stress on the end times? How do you relate to the 

time of trouble? How do we get our names written in the book? What is the basis for 

God’s decision on ‘who makes it’? Who or what is being vindicated here? What about 

these “day” prophecies? What is the knowledge that is increased, and why? What is the 

fundamental message of the book of Daniel? 

 

Bible summary 

 Luke 16:10 reminds us that those who are trusted with little can be trusted with 

much, and the reverse. Daniel 1 and 2 is the account of Daniel in Babylon and his 

interpretation of the king’s dream. Rev. 13:11–15 recounts the activities of the second 

beast. Dan. 3:1–6; and 13–18 are part of the story of Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image. 

Jesus tells Nicodemus in John 3:7 “you must be born again.”  
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Comment  
 The end time is often a subject of much controversy. For some it is a time to be 

dreaded, for this is the time of trouble such as never was. For others it is merely the 

gateway to eternity. For others still it is the time to prove their characters. And for even 

still others, it is the time of God’s vindication and the beginning of reunion with God 

their friend. It all depends on how you see it—most importantly, who you think God 

really is and what the endtime achieves. 

 Is the emphasis to be on the time of trouble, or on becoming like the “stars forever 

and ever”? Or perhaps the real objective is to understand more of this “day” prophecies? 

Or is the best advice that given right at the very end of the book of Daniel? “As for you, 

go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to 

receive your allotted inheritance.” Daniel 12:13 NIV. 

 It’s all too easy to become so absorbed by all the fascinating details of prophecy 

that we miss the overall message of Daniel’s book. From the very beginning as a youth, 

Daniel had wanted to speak well of his loving Lord, to represent him rightly. And all the 

way through his life experience, Daniel has continued to do just that, even in very trying 

circumstances and with kings who were only impressed by displays of power and 

majesty. Daniel’s concern for God’s reputation is admirable, especially as it was reflected 

in the circumstances of his chosen people. Yet there is more to it even than such a 

concern. For in all the counsel and insight Daniel receives, the primary message is that 

God is working through the issues in the great controversy, answering the questions and 

challenges, and eventually ensuring that those who trust and love him will be part of the 

vindication of truth and right. 

 That’s why the end time is so important. It is the conclusion of all that God has 

been working towards. As Emil Brunner wrote about the Second Advent, without such a 

conclusion faith would be like a ladder which ended nowhere, steps into the void. There 

has to be the final consummation of the whole plan of God, which includes our salvation, 

but goes far beyond. 

 Daniel asks (12:8 NIV), “what will the outcome of all this be?” That’s the right 

question—what is all this for, why is it happening, and what is the conclusion of the 

matter? The final conclusion is the verdict on God and his trustworthiness from the 

created intelligences throughout the universe. Whose side are we on? 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Daniel stood in his lot to bear his testimony, which was sealed until the time of 

the end, when the first angel’s message should be proclaimed to our world. These matters 

are of infinite importance in these last days. . . . The book of Daniel is unsealed in the 

revelation to John, and it carries us forward to the last scenes of this earth’s history. {CTr 

334}  

Read the book of Daniel. Call up, point by point, the history of the kingdoms 

there represented. Behold statesmen, councils, powerful armies, and see how God 

wrought to abase pride and lay human glory in the dust. God alone is represented as 

great. In the vision of the prophet He is seen casting down one mighty ruler and setting 

up another. He is revealed as the monarch of the universe, about to set up His everlasting 

kingdom—the Ancient of days, the living God, the Source of all wisdom, the Ruler of the 

present, the Revealer of the future. {CTr 335} 
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