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13. The Return of Our Lord Jesus (2Q 2018—Preparation for the End Time) 

 

Biblical material: Isa. 13:6, 9; Matt. 24:30, 31; Dan. 2:34, 35; 2 Tim. 4:6–8; 2 Thess. 

1:7–10; Matthew 24:27. 

 

Quotes 

• Belief in the imminent second coming of Christ is the reason for, and basis of, our 

existence... If we do not believe that Christ’s second coming is nigh at hand, we do 

not belong to the Advent movement. Furthermore, if we no longer hold this belief 

we have no business here today. Arthur S Maxwell 

• Our readiness must not depend on the imminence of Christ’s return but on its 

reality in our own experience. Sakae Kubo  

• The event (the Second Coming) then, really ought to be faced with the question, 

‘What is God trying to tell us by acting in this way?  What does it mean?’; (the 

theological question) rather than ‘How does it happen?’ or ‘When?’ (the historical 

question). Jack Provonsha 

• I wish to affirm the fact that it is faith in the second coming of Christ and belief in 

a future life which makes Christian people able to live better lives here and now. 

W.A. Fagal 

• So will it be with the Christian in his relationship with Christ. His focus will be 

fixed on the return of his Lord, and every act of his life will be governed and 

regulated accordingly. ‘Jesus is coming again’ will be… a standard by which 

every value in life is measured. It will put purpose and meaning into everything 

he does. T.R. Torkelson 

• The ‘blessed hope’ of the second coming of Christ is not a fringe doctrine. It is 

the very fabric that holds the Christian faith together. Hope is the warp and woof 

of human experience…. The Second Advent is not a theory, but should touch 

every facet of our life’s experience here and now.” R.R. Bietz 

• On the basis of the gospel one can say that the expression ‘the return of Christ’ 

denotes the central theme of the expectation of salvation. G.C. Berkouwer 

 

Questions 

 Why has Jesus’ second coming been so significant to our faith community? In 

what ways do we reveal our beliefs in our lives? Why is the return of Jesus so important 

to our system of belief—how does it affect other doctrines? Have we been saying that 

Jesus is coming soon for so long that it no longer rings true? How do we keep hope alive? 

 

Bible summary 

  Isa. 13:6, 9 tells us that the day of the Lord is coming. Matt. 24:30, 31 reminds us 

of the coming of the Son of man. Dan. 2:34, 35 speaks of the rock cut out without human 

hands that expands to fill the whole earth. Recognizing that his end was near, Paul states 

he has fought the good fight. (2 Tim. 4:6–8). Part of Jesus’ coming is for judgment (2 

Thess. 1:7–10). Jesus’ coming will be incredibly visible! (Matthew 24:27). 

 

Comment 
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 Why is it that we always want to measure time?  Why do we want to know when 

something is going to happen—exactly?  Why aren’t we happy with the fact that it has 

been promised?  Why don’t we like Jesus’ promise “I am coming soon” and would prefer 

a clear date?  Why do we want to know how soon is soon? 

Maybe it’s because of doubt.  We think that if we have a definite date then it’s 

more sure than just a vague “soon”.  Perhaps parents are a little to blame—in that when a 

child asks for something, we say wait, and when he asks how long, we just say, “Oh, 

soon”.  Most children know that when a parent says “We’ll see,” they really mean “No.”  

So to us a promise seems more sure if there is a strict time limit on it.  Soon is not good 

enough for us.  We want to know exactly when. 

Another reason—because then we don’t have to worry about being caught 

unawares.  If something is going to happen soon, then we have to be constantly prepared 

for it.  We all know how difficult that is. 

Just imagine a friend promises to come and visit you, but doesn’t give you a 

definite date.  He just says he’ll be coming to see you soon.  Can you imagine how you’d 

react?  I know my wife wouldn’t appreciate it— she’d have to make sure there was 

always a bed ready, and food in the cupboard, maybe even a meal ready and an extra 

place always set.  Knowing something is going to happen soon without knowing the 

exact date means a lot more work, and a state of constant readiness. 

And then if Jesus is really coming “soon” then it makes the future very uncertain.  

Nobody can be sure what to plan ahead for—it may all be changed by this unexpected 

visitor.  And if we really believe it is soon, then should we make any long-term plans at 

all?  Should we count on the future?  The “soon”-ness of this coming is just so confusing. 

Maybe we want to quietly forget about this soon coming.  1. It’s been so long in 

coming that it can’t really have been soon in the first place.  2.  Soon is so vague that it 

makes me slightly doubt it will really happen—at least just yet.  3.  Soon means I’d 

always have to be watching and waiting around—and I haven’t got time for all that. 

 So what of us? Are we Adventists—looking for his coming? Or are we Exitists—

looking for our going? 

 Adventists. Why did we call ourselves that? Why was that so important to our 

spiritual ancestors that they wanted that as main designation? And if that belief in Jesus’ 

soon second coming is so important, why is that we seem to talk so little about it.  

 Are we beginning to say “Our Lord delayeth his coming”? And by the way, who 

was it in Jesus’ parable who said that? The wicked servant! 

 So where are we? Are we losing our voice while others around are finding theirs? 

Our fellow Christians are certainly talking more about the second coming than they ever 

used to. Once we were almost alone in preaching this belief. But now we find many other 

Christians stealing our best lines! 

 And even the secular society is far more concerned with providing for a future than 

before. People are genuinely concerned about their future and the future of this planet. 

 Sometimes we have strange ideas about this return of Jesus. We even dream about it. 

Ever had such a dream? Usually rather horrific and frightening. Worrying about whether we 

are ready etc. We almost want to put off the event. 

 But if you called your wife/husband and she/he said: “Oh, don’t come home”--what 

would you think? How would you feel? What might you suspect? Couldn’t say that it was a 

good relationship... 
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 So we need to get our attitude to Jesus’ return right. To do that, we must get our 

attitude to God right. Are we to fear the return of Jesus, or to eagerly await it? 

 After the end of the first century of the Christian church, instead of saying 

“Maranatha”—the Lord is coming, began to pray that the Lord would delay his coming. 

Why? Because they began to misunderstand the kind of God they worshiped, and the reason 

for his return! 

 Wouldn’t it be tragic if the same thing happened to us? For the Devil doesn’t mind 

us holding to the Second Coming as a doctrine, as a part of our belief, if it makes no 

difference to the way the live, if it is ineffective in our lives. 

 That’s why I believe this subject is so important—because it should affect us very 

greatly. Believing Christ’s return should make a difference. For ultimately this is our 

destination—the final wonderful scene in this drama called the great controversy. Despite 

some of the scary scenarios we’ve looked at in these current lessons, the ultimate objective 

is for there to be harmony throughout God’s universe. “And so we shall ever be with the 

Lord.” That’s our eternal home—let’s look forward to it! 

 “This [second coming] doctrine is one of the fundamental doctrines of the Holy 

Scripture. It finds a larger place in the pages of Holy Writ than any other doctrine of the 

church, this glorious event being mentioned more than three hundred times in the New 

Testament…” Carlyle B. Haynes 

 “The importance in God’s thought of the Second Coming of Christ is seen in the 

fact that this event is mentioned more times in the New Testament than there are 

chapters. It has been said by those who have taken the trouble to count that it is 

mentioned 318 times in the 260 chapters of the New Testament. And one who made a 

life-long study of the doctrine has said that it occupies one in every twenty-five verses 

from Matthew to Revelation.” R.A. Torrey 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The doctrine of the second advent is the very keynote of the Sacred Scriptures. {GC 

299} 

 We are looking for the second coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We are 

not only to believe that the end of all things is at hand. We are to be filled with the advent 

spirit that when the Lord comes He may find us ready to meet Him, whether we are working 

in the field, or building a house, or preaching the Word; ready to say, “Lo, this is our God; 

we have waited for Him, and He will save us” (Isaiah 25:9). {10MR 388}  

 Living power must attend the message of Christ’s second appearing. We must not 

rest until we see many souls converted to the blessed hope of the Lord’s return. In the days 

of the apostles the message that they bore wrought a real work, turning souls from idols to 

serve the living God. The work to be done today is just as real, and the truth is just as much 

truth; only we are to give the message with as much more earnestness as the coming of the 

Lord is nearer. The message for this time is positive, simple, and of the deepest importance. 

We must act like men and women who believe it. Waiting, watching, working, praying, 

warning the world—this is our work. {OFC 222} 

 The Lord is soon coming. Talk it, pray it, believe it. Make it a part of the life. {7T 

237}   
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