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10. America and Babylon (2Q 2018—Preparation for the End Time) 

 

Biblical material: Rev. 13:1–12; 14:9–11; 16:2; 19:20; 20:4; Jer. 51:6, 7, 53, 57; Rev. 

18:1–4; Daniel 12:1. 

 

Quotes 

• America is the home of Protestantism, but her churches to-day are Protestant only 

in name. The exaltation of man above God, the enthroning of human intellect, the 

hope of righteousness by works, the trampling underfoot of the law of God,-these 

are some of the things which mark the Protestant churches as daughters of the 

Babylon, which swayed the world from her seat at Rome. S.N. Haskell 

• Are American Protestants drunk? Yes, drunk with the wine of Babylon. A.T. 

Jones 

• The great sin charged against Babylon is unlawful connection with the kings of 

the earth. The church should be entirely free from the state. But now the churches 

of America, which have for long years borne so noble a part, are clamoring for a 

union with the state, calling for a recognition of God’s name in the Constitution, 

and God’s law in the courts, and that the government be run on Christian lines. 

Old, antiquated laws which they find upon the statute books of various States, 

they are beginning to use to persecute those who differ in belief with them; and 

they seek for the enactment of more stringent Sunday laws for the same purpose. 

And when they shall succeed in getting full control of the state, they will have 

severed the last link that has held them to their high estate, show themselves true 

members of the Babylonian family, and sink in spirit and practice to the level of 

the elder Rome. Uriah Smith  

• These ideas also obtained in America. Roger Williams (1605-1683), for example, 

early regarded the Anglican Church as part of the “abomination of antichrist”; he 

saw many Protestants clinging to the spirit of Babylon, and persecuting in the 

spirit of the Beast. Later, Samuel Hopkins (1721-1803), noted Congregational 

theologian, had also said that the Protestant churches were not yet wholly 

reformed, that few churches or individuals have come far enough out of Rome, 

“the mother of all the false doctrines, superstition, infidelity, and abominable 

practices in the Protestant world”; although some churches are purer than others, 

there is much of Antichrist in them. L.E. Froom 

 

Questions 

 How do we view the importance of the prophetic message today? Does it seem 

unpatriotic to identify the United States with the second beast of Rev. 13? How do we 

share this kind of message without being seen as judgmental and condemnatory? How 

does this all fit in with the over-arching theme of the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 Rev. 13:1-12 deals with the two beasts: the first from the sea, the second from the 

earth. It is the second lamb-like beast that speaks like the dragon, and has been identified 

with the rise to power of the United States. Rev. 14:9–11 is the third angel’s message. 

Rev. 16:2 describes the angel pouring out the first bowl of God’s wrath. The beast and 
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the false prophet are thrown into the lake of fire (Rev. 19:20;). The thrones are set up for 

judgment (Rev. 20:4). The fall of Babylon is prophesied in Jer. 51:6, 7, 53, 57; and the 

image is picked up by John in Rev. 18:1–4. But in the end Michael stands up to save his 

people (Daniel 12:1). 

. 

Comment  
 The Adventist pioneers identified the beast that arose from the earth in Revelation 

13 as the United States, from its characteristics and the timing of its rise. The 

implementation of widespread persecution is still to come, yet there have been examples 

in the past. The key to avoiding state-sponsored persecution of religious groups is the 

principle of the separation of church and state.  

 The central aspect in Revelation 13 is true and false worship. The use of the beast 

symbols is associated with power and the demand for obedience and worship. At the 

heart of the great controversy is this issue: who do you worship and admire. It is no 

accident that one of the devil’s temptations he directed at Jesus was to bow down and 

worship him. How ridiculous to offer to give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world in 

return for worshipping the devil—yet it shows what the devil really wanted. 

 As the only true superpower in the world, it is not surprising that the United States 

will play a role in end time events. While historically the US has championed the cause 

of religious freedom, despite some past failings, it is the future perspective that causes the 

most concern. There are already plenty of voices calling for the wall of separation 

between church and state to be broken down, to openly advocate that the US endorse 

Christian worship—and even make it mandatory. When it comes to such matters, you can 

be sure that the rights of religious minorities will be disregarded “for the greater good of 

all.” 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 When the churches of our land, uniting upon such points of faith as are held by 

them in common, shall influence the State to enforce their decrees and sustain their 

institutions, then will Protestant America have formed an image of the Roman hierarchy. 

Then the true church will be assailed by persecution, as were God’s ancient people. {4SP 

279} 

 The second angel’s message of Revelation 14 was first preached in the summer of 

1844, and it then had a more direct application to the churches of the United States, 

where the warning of the judgment had been most widely proclaimed and most generally 

rejected, and where the declension in the churches had been most rapid. But the message 

of the second angel did not reach its complete fulfillment in 1844. The churches then 

experienced a moral fall, in consequence of their refusal of the light of the advent 

message; but that fall was not complete. As they have continued to reject the special 

truths for this time they have fallen lower and lower. Not yet, however, can it be said that 

“Babylon is fallen,... because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 

fornication.” She has not yet made all nations do this. The spirit of world conforming and 

indifference to the testing truths for our time exists and has been gaining ground in 

churches of the Protestant faith in all the countries of Christendom; and these churches 

are included in the solemn and terrible denunciation of the second angel. But the work of 

apostasy has not yet reached its culmination.  {GC 389}   
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