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1. The Cosmic Controversy (2Q 2018 — Preparation for the End Time) 

 

Biblical material: Ezek. 28:1, 2, 11–17; Gen. 3:1–7; Rev. 12:1–17; Rom. 8:31–39; Rev. 

14:12. 

 

Quotes 

• If once the curtain were pulled back, and the spiritual world behind it came into 

view, it would expose to our spiritual vision a struggle so intense, so convulsive, 

sweeping everything within its range, that the fiercest battle ever fought on earth 

would seem, by comparison, a mere game. Not here, but up there—that is where 

the real conflict is waged. Our earthly struggle drones in its backlash. Abraham 

Kuyper 

• It is Satan’s constant effort to misrepresent the character of God, the nature of sin, 

and the real issues at stake in the great controversy… He causes them [human 

beings] to cherish false conceptions of God so that they regard Him with fear and 

hate rather than with love. The cruelty inherent in his own character is attributed 

to the Creator; it is embodied in systems of religion and expressed in modes of 

worship. Ellen White 

• The notion of cosmic conflict, with its assurance that God can defeat all that 

harms and threatens us and will eventually eradicate suffering entirely, can play 

an important role in a “practical theodicy.” It gives strength to many as they face 

the enormous challenges that suffering brings. Richard Rice 

• Christian theology can only be understood if we have incorporated a larger picture 

of a heavenly conflict that has spilled over to planet earth. What we will discover 

is that when we incorporate this cosmic conflict as a central theme that this adds a 

depth of understanding to every other Christian doctrine—including personal 

salvation. In fact, the extreme and radical way in which God won the universal 

conflict with Satan is the very same way in which God provided for our personal 

salvation.  Brad Cole   

• The problem facing the human family and the core issue in cosmic conflict 

theology center on the character of God.  Sigve Tonstad   

• The character and rule of God is manifested when instead of employing violence 

against his enemies to crush them, Jesus loves his enemies in order to redeem 

them.  Greg Boyd   

 

Questions 
How do we understand this cosmic conflict—what are the real issues and how are 

they resolved? How do we respond when even people within our own faith community 

term such ideas “Adventist mythology”? How does God truly “win”? What is our part in 

all of this? How do we speak well of God—better still, demonstrate the truth about God?   

 

Bible summary 

 Ezek. 28:1, 2, 11–17 reveals the great controversy under the symbol of the King 

of Tyre. Key verses are: “You were blameless in your ways from the day you were 

created till wickedness was found in you,” and “Your heart became proud on account of 

your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor.” (Ez. 28:15, 17 
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NIV). Gen. 3:1–7 provides the account of the Fall here on Earth, but it must always be 

remembered that is after the fall of Lucifer with all that this means. Rev. 12:1–17 records 

the war in heaven, and the expulsion of the rebel angels. Rom. 8:31–39 tells us we are 

more than conquerors and that nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of 

God that is in Christ Jesus. Rev. 14:12 calls for the patience of the saints. 

 

Comment   
 The great controversy is all about God and who he is, and our praise and joy 

comes from finding out God is not the kind of person the Devil has described, but that he 

is the source of all that is good and true and loving—revealed in the person of Jesus 

Christ. The issues in the great controversy don’t center on the supremacy of God’s power, 

but on how he uses it. Lucifer’s rebellion is a grab for power without responsibility. 

 Beginning at the end, we learn what happened in the beginning: “There was war 

in heaven.” (Revelation 12:7) Immediately this is a strange idea to many—for isn’t 

heaven the place of eternal peace and goodness? This stunning statement invites many 

more questions. How could this be? Isn’t heaven the place of perfection? What was 

God’s role? What were the issues in this conflict in paradise? How did they fight? All this 

as a result of Lucifer’s choice to go his own way, to insanely believe he could run God’s 

Universe better than God himself (Isaiah 14:13, 14). Lucifer tries to make himself like the 

Most High God. The heart of Lucifer’s rebellion is to believe his way better than God’s. 

So God is identified as the tyrant and is charged with all kinds of evil. Right becomes 

wrong, and wrong becomes right in this nightmare scenario that is the negative of God’s 

good creation (Ezekiel 28:13-17). While the prophecy is mixed, the message regarding 

Lucifer is clear. It is an emphasis on self, an exaltation of the individual above others in 

the exploitation of power. Though created perfect, Lucifer chose evil. 

 How does God respond to this challenge to not only his authority, but to the very 

nature of truth and right? By demanding obedience? By asserting right based on divine 

power? By eliminating the source of this perversion? By killing Lucifer? No. Ultimately 

Lucifer is ejected from heaven, having had the opportunity to demonstrate his character 

and methods (Luke 10:18). Yet Satan, the Accuser, continues his attack on God and His 

truth, and we are part of it. Which is why we become “a spectacle to the whole universe, 

to angels as well as to men,” (1 Corinthians 4:9 NIV), a demonstration of God’s answer. 

 “We have been made a public show before the entire universe, to angels and to 

human beings.” 1 Corinthians 4:9 FBV. This statement leads immediately to the question 

as to what we have been made a public show for? For if we are here as part of God’s 

answer in the whole great controversy, then what is our message to be? Revelation 12 and 

the war in heaven. Again we are entitled to ask what the war was about, and what did it 

demonstrate? We are in the middle of the ongoing war, playing a role in the great 

controversy. What are the universe-wide issues here?  The central issue in the great 

controversy is who God is and how he acts. The devil has charged God with massive 

character defects, and actions that if true would be truly demonic. This cosmic conflict 

that has engulfed every thinking being is of supreme importance in understanding our 

own situation. Only with this as the permanent background can we begin to make sense 

of the world and our place in it, and our relationship to our creator God. God seeks to 

demonstrate the issues in the great controversy, and the ultimate results of rebellion. Does 

sin kill? Surely and inevitably, yes. But how? Through the long, painful, and bloody 
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history of humanity, God allows all to see the consequences. Not treating us as pawns in 

some divine game, but as free moral agents, making choices that determine what 

happens. Yet, because of the effects of sin, the innocent suffer with the guilty, and God 

wants that point to be understood too. God is dealing with very poor material—us!  

The Bible shows us the record of how God has handled the crisis, the conflict in 

his universe that has at its heart the question of whether God is truly good or not. Does he 

love, or is it only on his dictatorial terms? Does he act arbitrarily, or is he reasoned and 

consistent? Does he take delight in punishing and destroying, or does he weep for the loss 

of every one of his unique children?  Sometimes we may wonder why God did not act 

more “decisively,” take power and control, and dictate what should happen. But this is 

not the fundamental issue in the conflict. No one, not even the Devil, has disputed that 

God is all-powerful. In fact, that is one of the charges—that God is all-powerful and so he 

is a dictator, a tyrant, a despot who rules by force. So it is not a question of God unveiling 

his awesome power to enforce obedience to his autocratic will.  At times, God has used 

power, as the Bible records. Yet such actions do not achieve what God wants—

agreement over truth and right, a relationship based not on fear but love. For when it 

comes to might and power, even the devils believe. But they tremble: simply 

acknowledging God’s supremacy in power.  

God very clearly says that what he wants is not achieved by might, nor by power, 

but by his spirit (see Zechariah 4:6)—the persuasion that comes from the third member of 

the Godhead that convicts and leads into all truth.  Our role here in the present is to help 

people think well of God, to understand his nature and character, and to see the much 

bigger picture that involves the whole universe!  Without such a perspective, some of 

God’s actions are hard to understand. We certainly do not have a monopoly on the truth, 

but this more expansive framework of the issues related to God, his use of power, and 

how he runs his government considerably enhances our understanding and role in the 

cosmic conflict.  

 

Ellen White Comments  

 The controversy in heaven began with selfish strife for position, a desire on the 

part of Lucifer to be equal with God. {RH May 30, 1899} 

 Though he [Lucifer] had forsaken his position as covering cherub, yet if he had 

been willing to return to God, acknowledging the Creator’s wisdom, and satisfied to fill 

the place appointed him in God’s great plan, he would have been reinstated in his office. 

But pride forbade him to submit. He persistently defended his own course, maintained 

that he had no need of repentance, and fully committed himself, in the great controversy, 

against his Maker. {GC 496}  

 Sin originated in self-seeking. Lucifer, the covering cherub, desired to be first in 

heaven. He sought to gain control of heavenly beings, to draw them away from their 

Creator, and to win their homage to himself. Therefore he misrepresented God, 

attributing to Him the desire for self-exaltation. With his own evil characteristics he 

sought to invest the loving Creator. Thus he deceived angels. Thus he deceived men. He 

led them to doubt the word of God, and to distrust His goodness. Because God is a God 

of justice and terrible majesty, Satan caused them to look upon Him as severe and 

unforgiving. Thus he drew men to join him in rebellion against God, and the night of woe 

settled down upon the world. {DA 22} 
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