
9. Turn Their Hearts (4Q 2021—Present Truth in Deuteronomy) 

 

Biblical Material: Deut. 5:22–29; Deut. 4:25–31; Deut. 30:1–10; Matt. 3:1–8; Mark 1:15; Acts 

2:37, 38. 

 

Quotes 

• Nothing erases the past. There is repentance, there is atonement, and there is forgiveness. 

That is all, but that is enough. Ted Chiang 

• While I don’t have to leave home to find God’s oasis, I do have to search for it, pursuing 

God in prayer and trusting Him to take care of me when all other hope is gone. He 

promised that “If ... you seek the Lord your God, you will find him if you look for him 

with all your heart and with all your soul” (Deuteronomy 4:29). Lynn Austin 

• The church is not a theological classroom. It is a conversion, confession, repentance, 

reconciliation, forgiveness and sanctification center, where flawed people place their faith 

in Christ, gather to know and love him better, and learn to love others as he designed. 

Paul David Tripp 

• Repentance was never yet produced in any man’s heart apart from the grace of God. 

Charles H. Spurgeon 

• No sin is unforgivable except the sin of unrepentance. Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica 

• Repentance is siding with God against self. Todd Nibert 

 

Questions 

 How do we explain the concept of repentance to people today? Is it just a question of 

saying sorry? How do we deal with those who believe they’ve committed the unpardonable sin, 

that there is no possibility of forgiveness for them? What images of repentance are better than 

others in explaining what God really wants? How does repentance fit into concepts of legality? 

 

Bible summary 

 The people asked Moses to speak to God on their behalf, for they were afraid of him 

(Deut. 5:22–29). “If…you decide to come to the Lord your God, you will find him if you come 

to him whole-heartedly, with complete commitment.” Deut. 4:29 FBV. Deut. 30:1–10 is God’s 

promise of restoration if his people do as he says. Matt. 3:1–8 records John the Baptist’s call to 

repentance. Jesus continues the theme, “‘The time predicted has come,’ he said. ‘God’s kingdom 

has arrived! Repent and believe in the good news.’” Mark 1:15 FBV. Acts 2:37, 38 is Peter’s call 

to repentance on the Day of Pentecost. 

 

Comment 

 The usual “salvation recipe” is flawed. It usually goes like this. 1. We recognize our 

sinful actions. 2. We repent and ask for God’s forgiveness. 3. He forgives us.  

 But forgiveness is not enough! It may sound strange even to say that, since we usually think 

of our Christian beliefs in terms of God’s forgiveness for our sins. Yet if we just leave it there, we 

miss the point, and in fact can even make a mockery of the whole plan of salvation. 

 Someone told me recently of her Catholic friend who’d told her “I wish I could die right 

after coming out of the confessional!” And sometimes we may feel like that too. “Lord, take me 

when I’ve repented and asked for forgiveness of all my sins.” Seen in those terms, God becomes a 

divine checker of sin who is busy making sure that every last sin has been repented of and forgiven 



on a cosmic score-card. Salvation becomes the process of making sure every sinful action has a 

balancing “forgiven” marked against it. 

 Such ideas can lead us to be casual about sin. I remember talking to one man who didn’t 

seem to be bothered about his sins in any way. “After all,” he told me, “God’s in the forgiveness 

business!” This is why Paul has to write in such strong terms to the folk in Rome who were 

wondering whether they should “continue in sin so that grace may abound.” God forbid! said Paul. 

Absolutely not! 

 Why not? Because while God can and does forgive, that’s only part of His goal. God’s plan 

is not just to have a people who are legally not guilty, pardoned, forgiven. When Jesus’ birth was 

announced, he was to be called Jesus not because we would forgive his people their sins but because 

he would save his people from their sins! (see Matthew 1:21). To be forgiven just is not enough for 

God. He wants us saved from our sins—from the results, the pain, the death of sin. That’s why God 

is identified in Psalm 103:3 as the one who forgives all your iniquities, heals all your diseases. In 

the Hebrew parallelism of the poetry of the Psalms, the forgiving of sins is identified with healing—

which is what Jesus did in his ministry too (see for example Luke 5:20-24). 

 That is why forgiveness is called God’s remedy for sin. It is the cure of sin, not just some 

way of saying sin is legally taken care of. Restoration. Cure. Healing. Remaking God’s image in us. 

That’s what God wants to do, not to have us come to Him and say, “Please forgive me” and once 

we are forgiven go on in our own way. God is far more interested in taking away our desire to sin 

than in just taking away specific sins! 

 That’s why when Peter asked Jesus about forgiveness he missed the point. The Jews said 

forgive five times. Peter in saying seven times thought he was being extra generous. But Jesus’ 

“seventy times seven” expresses the kind of attitude that real forgiveness is all about. And that’s 

why we must not limit God’s forgiveness. 

 God’s forgiveness means making us whole again: Forgiveness is the answer to the child’s 

dream of a miracle by which what is broken is made whole again, what is soiled is again made 

clean. Dag Hammarskjold. 

 That’s what we want! A true miracle! For the greatest miracle is not the physical healings or 

the provision of needs but the spiritual healing and change that only God can achieve. I know that in 

my own life. That’s why just to want to be forgiven can never be enough. I want to be where I don’t 

have to keep on asking for forgiveness because God has changed me and I no longer want to do 

what is wrong. This is true repentance! 

 

Ellen White comments 
 “God’s forgiveness is not merely a judicial act by which He sets us free from condemnation. 

It is not only forgiveness for sin, but reclaiming from sin. It is the outflow of redeeming love that 

transforms the heart. David had the true conception of forgiveness when he prayed, “Create in me a 

clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10. {MB 114}  

 Jesus knows the circumstances of every soul. You may say, I am sinful, very sinful. You 

may be; but the worse you are, the more you need Jesus. He turns no weeping, contrite one away. 

He does not tell to any all that He might reveal, but He bids every trembling soul take courage. 

Freely will He pardon all who come to Him for forgiveness and restoration.  {DA 568.3}   

 The Teacher from heaven, no less a personage than the Son of God, came to earth to 

reveal the character of the Father to men, that they might worship him in spirit and in truth… He 

urged upon men the necessity of prayer, repentance, confession, and the abandonment of sin. 

{CE 74.1} 
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