
7. Law and Grace (4Q 2021—Present Truth in Deuteronomy) 

 

Biblical Material: Ezek. 28:15, 16; Deut. 4:44; Rom. 3:20; Deut. 10:1–15; Deut. 5:6–22; Deut. 

9:1–6; Galatians 2:21. 

 

Quotes 

• Jesus was referring to the “letter of the Mosaic law” of the OT then went on to illustrate 

that He embodied the fulfillment of that “law” and that now we may walk in the “Law of 

the Spirit” thereby realizing the “liberty.” He came to “engift” us with. We therefore are 

no longer subject to judgment but rather Grace as we “abide” in Him. R. Alan Woods 

• Legalism is an abuse of the law; it is a reliance on law-keeping for acceptance with God, 

and the proud observance of laws is no part of the grace of God. Ernest F. Kevan 

• The law demands what it cannot give; grace gives all it demands. Blaise Pascal 

• The law works fear and wrath; grace works hope and mercy. Martin Luther 

• Christianity seems at first to be all about morality, all about duties and rules and guilt and 

virtue, yet it leads you on, out of all that, into something beyond. One has a glimpse of a 

country where they do not talk of those things, except perhaps as a joke. Every one there 

is filled full with what we should call goodness as a mirror is filled with light. But they 

do not call it goodness. They do not call it anything. They are not thinking of it. They are 

too busy looking at the source from which it comes. C. S. Lewis 

• Grace doesn’t grease the wheels of the law. Grace isn’t God’s way of jury rigging a 

broken law. It’s the other way around. The law is just one small cog in a world animated 

entirely–from top to bottom, from beginning to end–by grace. Adam S. Miller 

 

Questions 

 Why are law and grace so often set in opposition to each other? Is there a different 

paradigm that would be more informative? Why did God need to stress obedience to his law to 

the Israelites? In what ways do we misunderstand the nature and character of God in dealing with 

these subjects? How does the great controversy relate to law, grace, and salvation? 

 

Bible summary 

. Lucifer’s rebellion is briefly referenced in Ezek. 28:15, 16. Deut. 4:44 introduces the law 

presented to the Israelites. “For no one is made right before God by doing what the law requires. 

The law only helps us recognize what sin really is.” Rom. 3:20 FBV. Deut. 10:1–15 is the 

construction of the ark to hold the two tables of the law. Deut. 5:6–22 is the alternate version of 

the Ten Commandments. God gave Canaan to the Israelites because of his goodness, not because 

of theirs (Deut. 9:1–6). “How could I dismiss God’s grace? For if we could be made right 

through keeping the law then Christ died a pointless death!” Galatians 2:21 FBV. 

 

Comment 

 The Law of Moses really means everything that God told Moses to communicate with the 

people of Israel about how they were to live and how they were to worship God. So in reality this 

is not from Moses, it only came through him. 

 So this includes all the instructions regarding offerings and sacrifices, the tabernacle and 

its services, the instructions regarding inheritances and civil laws, as well as the Ten 



Commandments. It is hard to separate out all the various aspects. We may refer to the ceremonial 

law and the moral law but they were very much seen as one. 

 Consequently our attitude to the Law of Moses is varied. Some dismiss it 

altogether. However in terms of ethics and morality, surely those fundamental principles still 

stand. When it comes to all the details about sin offerings and such aspects of worship in the 

tabernacle, the specifics are no longer applicable since the tabernacle and the Temple are no 

more. The rending of the Temple veil showed that this system had come to an end. But, for 

example, the Sabbath “law” reminds us of God as Creator in Genesis 2, repeated in Exodus 20, 

and Redeemer in Deuteronomy 5. God as the source of hope is the essential future-in-the-present 

aspect of Sabbath. God’s future promises become real in the Sabbath of the present. This is 

grace! 

 Ultimately the Law shows us what is right and good. But it is God who changes us, heals 

us, and saves us. It’s not about jumping hurdles or going through hoops. It’s about knowing God, 

and trusting in Jesus whom he sent. As we look into the mirror of the Law, and see our defects, 

we come to the only One who can remake us into his image and fit us for all eternity. 

To reduce God’s wonderful offer of free and full salvation to a set of mechanical 

concepts, to make a loving relationship into a legal contract, to turn truth into error—all of this is 

as easy as setting up a system based on human concepts of appeasement, satisfaction, penalties, 

payments, retribution, justification, punishment, and reparation.  

The preoccupation with legality and systematized “justice” led to Jesus’ death on the 

cross, since it was “better” that one man should die than the whole system be compromised. The 

demonic hatred of the scribes and Pharisees that led to their conspiracy to kill Jesus came from 

their commitment to a false idea of God and his saving methods. Could it be that we share some 

of these feelings and purposes that come from our own false ideas about God and salvation? 

God’s grace is supposed to bring happiness and acceptance, not hostility and anger and 

plotting. If our theological system leads us to fight fellow believers, to use intrigue and deceit to 

damage others with whom we disagree, to think that the end justifies the means, then we need to 

think again. 

 Killing grace. For when the challenge comes to your religious prejudices, the usual 

response is to strike back. For you feel you have invested so much in the system, you dare not 

even consider the possibility it could be wrong. Instead you would rather destroy the challenger. 

 But in Christ’s kingdom, all such thoughts need to be destroyed. There is to be no 

malevolence, no vindictive retribution, no sharpening of the swords. His kingdom is ruled by the 

law of love that does not allow hatred and misrepresentation, violence and cruelty. For these are 

the principles of the kingdom—that right is right for its own sake, good is inherently right, and 

love is the fulfillment of the law. 
 
Ellen White comments 

But in heaven, service is not rendered in the spirit of legality. When Satan rebelled 

against the law of Jehovah, the thought that there was a law came to the angels almost as an 

awakening to something unthought of. In their ministry the angels are not as servants, but as 

sons. There is perfect unity between them and their Creator. Obedience is to them no drudgery. 

{MB 109} 

Christ knew that no one could obey the law in his own strength. He desired to lead the 

lawyer to clearer and more critical research that he might find the truth. Only by accepting the 

virtue and grace of Christ can we keep the law. {COL 378.1}  
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