
6. For What Nation is There So Great? (4Q 2021—Present Truth in Deuteronomy) 

 

Biblical Material: Deut. 4:1–9; Matt. 15:1–9; Num. 25:1–15; 1 Cor. 10:13; Deut. 4:32–35; 

Matt. 5:13–16. 

 

Quotes 

• Patriotism is, fundamentally, a conviction that a particular country is the best in the world 

because you were born in it.... George Bernard Shaw 

• Our true nationality is mankind. H.G. Wells 

• Nationalism is an infantile thing. It is the measles of mankind. Albert Einstein 

• National boundaries are not evident when we view the Earth from space. Fanatical ethnic 

or religious or national chauvinisms are a little difficult to maintain when we see our 

planet as a fragile blue crescent fading to become an inconspicuous point of light against 

the bastion and citadel of the stars. Carl Sagan 

• If people of faith can’t offer helpful spiritual and moral counsel about how to think about 

nationalism, then who can? Mark Tooley 

• Nationalism, I have argued, calls forth certain virtues of love and self-sacrifice that can 

be both productive and dangerous because of their proximity to the virtue of religion. 

Whether they are turned toward virtue or toward vice depends on the ends to which they 

are directed. Even the goal of successful local communities can become an idol if it is not 

ordered by love of God and the universal love of all people that is a corollary of the love 

of God. William Cavanaugh 

 

Questions 

 What are the challenges produced by patriotism and nationalism relative to Christian 

belief? What did Paul mean when he wrote that in Christ there is not Jew nor Greek? How can 

we best represent God without falling into exclusivism? Why did Jesus argue with the religious 

leaders of his time over their traditions? What lessons are we to learn from this study? 

 

Bible summary 

 “What nation is as great as us, having a god so close to them as the Lord our God is to us 

whenever we call on him?” Deut. 4:7 FBV. Jesus argued with the Pharisees and religious leaders 

over their traditions (Matt. 15:1–9). The seduction of the Israelites by Moabite woman, and its 

resolution, are described in Num. 25:1–15. According to 1 Cor. 10:13 we’re not allowed any 

temptation we cannot bear. God demonstrates his supremacy to Israel (Deut. 4:32–35). We are 

the salt of the earth and the light of the world, says Jesus (Matt. 5:13–16). 

 

Comment 

 Despite the great demonstration of God, his ability and goodness, the Israelites often 

went their own way, and even worshiped pagan gods. Moses’ declaration that they were the 

greatest nation because of their God is somewhat hollow when their rebellious history is taken 

into consideration. In the same way while we can claim an amazing God, how often do we let 

him down?  

 While we may be proud of the God we believe in, should that also make us proud of 

ourselves? Isn’t there also a danger of this becoming a form of nationalism, that in the case of the 

Jews led to exclusivism? While we would certainly agree that Israel was blessed by God as his 



special people, as the Old Testament makes clear it was not because of any inherent “goodness” 

in the nation. It was only as they responded to God’s leading that they became great, and their 

greatness was meant to bring other nations to God. 

 How can we develop a happy dependence on God without becoming triumphalistic? It 

surely has to relate to remaining humble. The temptation is to believe that success has something 

to do with us, rather than with God. Israel’s failings can be traced back to the belief that they 

themselves possessed some “specialness” rather than acknowledging that all their blessings came 

from God. 

 Like personal pride, national pride has great dangers. We can be thankful for the benefits 

of living in a particular country, but this shouldn’t blind us to society’s faults and failings, or 

worse still, to disparage others from a different country or race.  

 Beyond nationalistic convictions are actions that take on extremism. Some actions in the 

Old Testament could indeed be viewed as religious intolerance and persecution, much having 

national overtones. Today such linking of religion with nationalism is way beyond being proud 

of the God you serve. In a report by the former UN Special Rapporteur on Religious Intolerance 

Abdelfattah Amor, he wrote, “The worldwide trend as regards religion and belief is towards 

increased intolerance and discrimination against minorities and a failure to take account of their 

specific requirements and needs…. Sadly, intolerance and discrimination based on religion or 

belief are ever-present in the world…” He goes on to speak of “the ever-worsening scourge of 

extremism. This phenomenon, which is complex, having religious, political and ethical roots, 

and has diverse objectives (purely political and/or religious), respects no religion. It has hijacked 

Islam… Judaism…Christianity… and Hinduism…The casualties of this aberration are… 

religions themselves.” 

 As a world movement we need to avoid nationalistic sentiments. We need to proclaim 

our God as a global God as the one we worship, who is the Savior of the World. In that way we 

can be true to the sentiments in Deuteronomy without fracturing the body of Christ on national 

lines. 

 

Ellen White comments 

 When Jesus referred to the blessings given to the Gentiles, the fierce national pride of His 

hearers was aroused, and His words were drowned in a tumult of voices. These people had 

prided themselves on keeping the law; but now that their prejudices were offended, they were 

ready to commit murder.{DA 240.1}   

 If she [the Canaanite woman] may have the privilege of a dog, she is willing to be 

regarded as a dog. She has no national or religious prejudice or pride to influence her course, and 

she immediately acknowledges Jesus as the Redeemer, and as being able to do all that she asks 

of Him.  {DA 401.2}   

 Through faith in Christ we become members of the royal family, heirs of God, and joint 

heirs with Jesus Christ. In Christ we are one. As we come in sight of Calvary, and view the royal 

Sufferer who in man’s nature bore the curse of the law in his behalf, all national distinctions, all 

sectarian differences are obliterated; all honor of rank, all pride of caste is lost.  {LHU 320.4}   

 Intercourse with heathen peoples led to a desire to follow their national customs and 

kindled ambition for worldly greatness. As the people of Jehovah, Israel was to be honored; but 

as pride and self-confidence increased, the Israelites were not content with this pre-eminence. 

They cared rather for their standing among other nations. This spirit could not fail to invite 

temptation. {PP 746.3}   
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