
5. The Stranger in Your Gates (4Q 2021—Present Truth in Deuteronomy) 

 

Biblical Material: Mark 12:29–31; Deut. 10:1–19; Ps. 146:5–10; Matt. 7:12; Deut. 27:19; James 

1:27–2:11. 

 

Quotes 

• If you contemplate the Golden Rule, it turns out to be an injunction to live by grace rather 

than by what you think other people deserve. Deepak Chopra 

• Do unto others as you would have them do unto you, right? Well, if you find yourself 

doing not nice things to others, it might mean you don’t like yourself very much. I’d start 

there. Charles F. Glassman 

• Remember!—It is Christianity to do good always--even to those who do evil to us. It is 

Christianity to love our neighbours as ourself, and to do to all men as we would have 

them do to us. It is Christianity to be gentle, merciful and forgiving, and to keep those 

qualities quiet in our own hearts, and never make a boast of them or of our prayers or of 

our love of God, but always to show that we love Him by humbly trying to do right in 

everything. If we do this, and remember the life and lessons of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and try to act up to them, we may confidently hope that God will forgive us our sins and 

mistakes, and enable us to live and die in peace. Charles Dickens 

• The golden rule of conduct is mutual toleration, seeing that we will never all think alike 

and we shall always see Truth in fragment and from different points of vision.  Mahatma 

Gandhi 

 

Questions 

 Why is the “Golden Rule” so often referenced but so rarely practiced? What is the real 

answer to racism and discrimination? Why did God have to tell the Israelites so often to treat the 

foreigners well? How do we demonstrate that we are truly inclusive? How are we part of God’s 

demonstration that in his universe the other is always more important? 

 

Bible summary 

 After referencing love for God, Jesus speaks about loving your neighbor as yourself in 

Mark 12:29–31. Moses speaks of the giving of the Ten Commandments in Deut. 10:1–19, and 

concludes, “You too must love the foreigner because you yourselves were once foreigners in 

Egypt.” (Deut. 10: 19 FBV). God protects the foreigners (see Ps. 146:5–10). Jesus said, “Treat 

others the way you want them to treat you. This sums up the law and the prophets.” Matt. 7:12 

FBV. Those who are unjust to foreigners are cursed (Deut. 27:19). James 1:27–2:11 warns 

against discrimination and favoritism.  

 

Comment 

 This study is primarily concerned with our responsibility to others. The “stranger within 

your gates” referred to foreigners who lived with the Israelites, and the term “foreigner” is used 

92 times in the Old Testament. Frequently the term is used to include foreigners in the 

commands and observances given to the Israelites, ensuring that they were not excluded from 

festivals and rituals. The Sabbath, for example, was to be observed by the foreigners who lived 

with the Israelites as well. 



 The exodus from Egypt was made up of a “mixed multitude” that included Egyptians, 

and other foreigners also joined Israel later. God was insistent that they be included in worship 

and in society generally. There was not to be exclusion and racism shown to those who were not 

Israelites. For example, God says, “Don’t allow foreigners who have dedicated themselves to the 

Lord say, ‘The Lord will definitely exclude me from his people’…About the foreigners who 

have dedicated themselves to the Lord, who worship him, who love the Lord, and who are his 

servants, everyone who observes the Sabbath without violating it and who keep to my 

agreement—I will bring these foreigners to my holy mountain and make them happy in my 

house of prayer. I will accept their burnt offerings and sacrifices, because my Temple will be 

called a house of prayer for all nations.” Isaiah 56:3, 6, 7 FBV. 

 Time and again God speaks of foreigners and commands the Israelites to treat them well, 

for he is their God too. In this we see the application of God’s principle that in his universe the 

other is always more important. 

Think of the many examples of Jesus’ interactions with “foreigners.” It almost seems as 

if Jesus went out of his way to exalt those who were despised by his society. In fact he mentions 

some specifically—the woman of Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian etc. At the centurion’s 

profession of faith, Jesus speaks so highly one can assume many of his hearers were offended: 

“When Jesus heard this, he was amazed. He turned to the crowd following him, and told them, 

‘Believe me, I haven’t found such trust anywhere in Israel.’” Luke 7:9 FBV.  

To the “chosen people,” such an endorsement of a foreigner must have caused much 

gnashing of teeth. But what of the Canaanite woman who came asking for healing of her 

daughter. For those that watched this scene, just think. Not one from Israel, but a foreigner. Not a 

man, but a woman. Not a son, but a daughter…  

Of the miracles that are specifically identified in the gospels, many involve foreigners, 

aliens, the societal outcasts. There’s a point here, surely. For Jesus, there is no favoritism, 

partiality or discrimination—rather an endorsement of eternal principles of truth and right. Over 

and over again, Jesus’ actions are the inversion of the ways of this world.  

Paul ends his argument in Romans 9: “That’s who we are—those he’s called, not just 

from among the Jews, but from among the foreigners too... What shall we conclude, then? That 

even though the foreigners were not even looking to do right, they did grasp what is right, and 

through their trust in God did what was morally right.” (9:24, 30 FBV). The conclusion is that 

we are made right with God only by trusting in him, and that the foreigners did this. For now 

“you’re no longer strangers and foreigners; you are fellow citizens of God’s people and belong to 

God’s family.” (Eph. 2:19 FBV)  

 

Ellen White comments 

  While plans are being carried out to warn the inhabitants of various nations in distant 

lands, much must be done in behalf of the foreigners who have come to the shores of our own 

land. The souls in China are no more precious than the souls within the shadow of our doors. 

God’s people are to labor faithfully in distant lands, as His providence may open the way; and 

they are also to fulfill their duty toward the foreigners of various nationalities in the cities and 

villages and country districts close by.  {Ev 569.2}   

 Christ came to teach us, not only what we ought to know and believe, but also what we 

ought to do in our relations with God and with our fellow men. The golden rule of equity 

demands that we do unto others as we would they should do unto us. We are to keep their eternal 

interests in view…{OFC 232.2} 
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