
3. The Everlasting Covenant (4Q 2021—Present Truth in Deuteronomy) 

 

Biblical Material: Gen. 12:1–3; Rom. 4:1–5; Exod. 2:24; Deut. 5:1–21; Deut. 26:16–19; Deut. 

8:5; Matt. 28:10; Genesis 17:7. 

 

Quotes 

• A covenant made with God should be regarded not as restrictive but as protective. Russell 

M. Nelson 

• In legal language, a covenant generally denotes an agreement between two or more 

parties. But in a religious context, a covenant is much more significant. It is a sacred 

promise with God. He fixes the terms. Russell M. Nelson 

• God doesn’t want us to have rigid rituals with Him. In the new covenant, He is more 

interested in having a relationship with us. Joseph Prince 

• He does not love us if we love him.  He loves us with an unconditional love; therefore, 

we should love him.  The message of the covenant is one of God’s totally free grace to 

his people.  Of course, it calls for a response of total commitment.  But notice the order:  

God’s covenant love is not the result of our commitment; it is the cause of it.  The pattern 

is, ‘I will, therefore you should;’ not ‘I will, but only if you will first.’ Sinclair Ferguson  

• As the gospels present it to us, the mission of Jesus of Nazareth is about the way in which 

the community of God’s people - historically, the Jewish people who had first received 

the law and the covenant - is being re-created in relation to Jesus himself. Rowan 

Williams 

• The whole covenant is a bundle of promises. Thomas Brooks 

 

Questions 

 In what way was God’s promise to Abraham really “an everlasting covenant”? In what 

way do such rituals point forward to the “new covenant” that Jesus spoke about? What are the 

possible dangers here? How can we talk about God’s covenant without making it all about legal 

issues? How do we apply this Old Testament language to the New? 

  

Bible summary 

 Gen. 12:1–3 is God’s call to Abram, and his promise to go with him. Rom. 4:1-5 speaks 

of Abraham and concludes, “God, who makes sinners right, considers them as right not because 

they’ve worked for it but because they trust in him.” (Rom. 4:5 FBV). God remembers his 

covenant during the time of Moses in Exod. 2:24. Deut. 5:1–21 repeats the Ten Commandments, 

though in slightly different form. Deut. 26:16–19 repeats that the Israelites are to keep all God’s 

commandments and regulations. God disciplines them like a father (Deut. 8:5). Jesus promises to 

meet the disciples in Galilee (Matt. 28:10). God affirms the everlasting nature of the covenant 

(Genesis 17:7). 

 

Comment 
  If God’s covenant with Abraham is “an everlasting covenant,” why are aspects of the 

covenant no longer applicable? For example, in Genesis 17:13 FBV circumcision is forever: 

“You must circumcise those born in your household or bought from foreigners as a sign in your 

bodies of my eternal agreement.” The early church struggled with this, since Jesus never 

rescinded this requirement—there no “thus saith the Lord” ending God’s clear demand for 



circumcision. It’s interesting when the Jerusalem Council met (see Acts 15) there is no mention 

of Gentiles being required to be circumcised. 

 From this we can deduce that even “everlasting covenants” can be modified and changed. 

In fact there are many repetitions of the covenant in the Old Testament, for while they may 

contain similar language and promises, they certainly do relate to the immediate situation. We 

can also see that specific promises can be added, and then when Jesus comes, the “new 

covenant” (which in essence is still the same “old covenant” of God promising to save his 

people) sums up the giving of God for us. 

 The trouble with the way the Israelites viewed the covenant was that they saw it as some 

transaction based on a contract, and this ended up as a big part of the problem in the experience 

of Israel before the exile. The thought was that God just wanted them to fulfill the demands of 

the covenant, understood by them as participation in the sacrificial system. But they missed the 

main point that the system was meant to encourage thought and reflection on the meaning of sin 

and God’s healing salvation. Instead they chose to believe that God wanted the sacrifices and the 

blood and the fat, and that by fulfilling the sacrificial requirements then God was obligated to 

save them. They saw no need of anything more than observing the detailed requirements of the 

sacrificial system.  

 As a result this “covenant relationship” in their eyes was just a legal mechanism that met 

the needs of both parties. This is why Isaiah and other prophets delivered God’s messages of 

rejection of such a covenant-based concept. God makes it clear he doesn’t want all the 

meaningless sacrifices—that they might as well be offering pigs and dogs!  

 Here we see the great danger of emphasizing some kind of reciprocal demands based on a 

covenant. What God really wants, as he makes clear in the later prophets, is not the minute 

observance of rituals and sacrifices, but a relationship that is based on love, truth, and trust: 

“What should I take with me when I approach the Lord, when I bow down before the God of 

heaven? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be 

pleased with thousands of rams, or ten thousand rivers of olive oil? Shall I sacrifice my firstborn 

child for my rebellion, my own flesh and blood for the sins I have committed? The Lord has told 

you what is good, and what the Lord asks from you: to do what is right, to love kindness, and to 

walk in humility with your God.” Micah 6:6-8 FBV.  

 

Ellen White comments  

The spirit of bondage is engendered by seeking to live in accordance with legal religion, 

through striving to fulfill the claims of the law in our own strength. There is hope for us only as 

we come under the Abrahamic covenant, which is the covenant of grace by faith in Christ Jesus. 

The gospel preached to Abraham, through which he had hope, was the same gospel that is 

preached to us today, through which we have hope. Abraham looked unto Jesus, who is also the 

Author and the Finisher of our faith.  {6BC 1077}  

The covenant of grace is not a new truth, for it existed in the mind of God from all 

eternity. This is why it is called the everlasting covenant. There is hope for us only as we come 

under the Abrahamic covenant, which is the covenant of grace by faith in Christ Jesus. {FLB 77} 

We have God’s pledge that He will bind men closely to His great heart of infinite love in 

the bonds of the new covenant of grace. All who will give up their hope of paying for their 

salvation, or earning it, and will come to Jesus just as they are, unworthy, sinful, and fall upon 

His merits, holding in their plea the pledged word of God to pardon the transgressor of His law, 

confessing their sins and seeking pardon, will find full and free salvation. {7ABC 468} 
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