
2. Moses’ History Lesson (4Q 2021—Present Truth in Deuteronomy) 

 

Biblical Material: Deuteronomy 1–3; Exod. 32:29–32; Numbers 14; Eph. 3:10; Gen. 15:1–16; 

John 14:9; 1 Corinthians 10:3, 4. 

 

Quotes  

• We left our home forty years ago. Despite the unhappy events we faced there, we left 

because our faith allowed it, because our belief in the Lord taught us that we would find a 

new place, a place to build a heaven on earth. War was waged in our home as we left. 

Many, many innocents died. To live, people killed and were killed. In the book of 

Deuteronomy, Moses reminds his people of the promise made to their ancestors 

regarding the land of Canaan. He delivers the law, teaching them how to win a life of 

victory in the land of promise. They said, Jehovah, let all the enemies of the Lord face 

this same end. Do not pity them or offer them promises, only annihilate them all. And 

yet, Jesus taught love and peace. I say again—those left behind in our hometown had 

souls, just as we do. It is we who must repent first. Hwang Sok-yong 

• The aim of God in history is the creation of an all-inclusive community of loving persons 

with God himself at the very heart of this community as its prime Sustainer and most 

glorious Inhabitant. Dallas Willard 

• God does give us the history of his people. Jennifer Rothschild  

• The tears of God are the meaning of history. Nicholas Wolterstorff  

• History is a story written by the finger of God. C. S. Lewis 

 

Questions 

 How were the Israelites meant to respond to Moses’ recounting of their history? Is it true 

that the only thing we learn from history is that we don’t learn from history? Why did Israel 

make so many mistakes in their relationship with God? What were the underlying causes? How 

are we to respond to this historical narrative? What lessons do we learn? How does God look? 

 

Bible summary 

 “This is the record of what Moses told all the Israelites… Moses recounted to the 

Israelites everything that the Lord had instructed him to tell them.” Deut. 1:1, 3 FBV. Moses 

reminded the Israelites of what happened to them as they traveled through the desert on their way 

to Canaan. (Deuteronomy 1–3). But this wasn’t a history lesson. It was to repeat God’s call to his 

people, for them to come back to him. Exod. 32:29–32 concerns the repercussions after the 

Israelites worshiped the golden calf. Numbers 14 recounts Israel’s rebellion, wanting to return to 

Egypt after the poor report of the ten spies. Israel’s experience was a demonstration even to those 

in heaven (Eph. 3:10). Gen. 15:1–16 records God’s covenant with Abraham. “Anyone who has 

seen me has seen the Father.” John 14:9 FBV. Paul points out that all the Israelites ate the same 

spiritual food and drink, but that God wasn’t pleased with most of them (1 Corinthians 10:3, 4). 

 

Comment 

When Moses’ gave this summary of their history to the Israelites, this was far more than 

a schoolbook lesson. He was trying to remind them of all that God had done for them as 

evidence that they should continue to believe and trust in him. Most significantly he identified 

God as a parent—as protector, care-giver, provider, guardian, guide, and teacher. “The Lord your 



God who leads your way will fight for you in the same way you saw him do for you in Egypt. He 

did the same in the desert—you saw how the Lord your God carried you like a father carries his 

son during your whole journey until you arrived here.” Deuteronomy 1:30, 31 NIV.  

 I heard a great story from a lady who was attending a Camp meeting. There she met 

someone for the first time whose very first question to her was “So what’s your story?” She 

admitted that the question “threw her,” since she wasn’t sure whether she was being asked about 

what had happened to her that day, or about her particular view of some specific event, or her whole 

life-story—or what?!  We talked about how we might have answered that question for some time, 

and it was interesting to explore some of the possible responses. In fact the catch-phrase of the trip 

became, “So what’s your story?” It applies in many situations! 

 Everyone has a story to tell. That’s why we like to read biographies, hear personal accounts, 

even watch soap operas! They’re about stories in people’s lives, and we want to know about them 

for what we might learn for ourselves—what lessons we might draw from them. In fact most of 

what we like to read, watch, and hear are stories, whether it’s books, movies, plays, blogs, 

anecdotes, or whatever.  

 So too the Bible. Much of it is presented in the form of stories, so we can discover the 

experiences of others, and hopefully draw some lessons that we can apply to ourselves. 

  People have tried to set down what they think are the basic kinds of stories. The number 

of “archetypal stories” range from one to sixty! But it’s certainly true that most stories fit into 

some kind of “standard framework,” and the stories in the Bible also follow a similar pattern. 

“Local boy makes good” (Joseph in Egypt), “The Quest” (Abraham sets out for the Promised 

Land), “Superstar abandons rich lifestyle for noble cause” (Moses), “Tricky politician gets what 

he deserves” (Haman), “Clergyman in cruise scandal” (Jonah), “People’s idol has feet of clay” 

(Samson) etc. 

 God well knows that we learn best through stories, so instead of simply providing 

propositional truth, he demonstrates and illustrates through the Biblical narrative. In addition, in 

most places, we are left to decide the moral of the story ourselves… 

 

Ellen White comments 

 The Christian who accepts the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth will look at 

Bible history in its true bearing. The past, the history of the Jewish economy from the beginning 

to the end, instead of being spoken of contemptuously and sneered at as “the dark ages,” will 

reveal light, and still more light, as it is studied. {CTr 327.3} 

 Bible history stays the fainting heart with the hope of God’s mercy. We need not despair 

when we see that others have struggled through discouragements like our own, have fallen into 

temptations even as we have done, and yet have recovered their ground and been blessed of God. 

The words of inspiration comfort and cheer the erring soul. Although the patriarchs and apostles 

were subject to human frailties, yet through faith they obtained a good report, fought their battles 

in the strength of the Lord, and conquered gloriously. Thus may we trust in the virtue of the 

atoning sacrifice and be overcomers in the name of Jesus.  {CC 368.5}   

 Beginning at Moses, the very Alpha of Bible history, Christ expounded in all the 

Scriptures the things concerning Himself. Had He first made Himself known to them, their hearts 

would have been satisfied. In the fullness of their joy they would have hungered for nothing 

more. But it was necessary for them to understand the witness borne to Him by the types and 

prophecies of the Old Testament. {DA 796.4}   
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