
13. The Resurrection of Moses (4Q 2021—Present Truth in Deuteronomy) 

 

Biblical Material: Num. 20:1–13; Deut. 31:2; Deut. 34:4; Deut. 34:1–12; Jude 9; 1 Cor. 15:13–

22. 

Quotes 

• The connection between Moses and the prophets and resurrection isn’t just about the 

triune God of love.  It is also about the nature of God’s people.  Moses and the prophets 

lay out a vision of what it means to be a member of God’s people, a vision that is fully 

embodied in the resurrected life of Jesus who suffered sinful humanity’s worst and repaid 

it with loving kindness. Mike O’Shea 

• I find it interesting that Peter, John, and James already knew who Moses and Elijah were. 

They seemed to know them without even being introduced or having seen them before, 

but I’m not sure why they knew them already. And, it would have been interesting to hear 

what Jesus, Moses, and Elijah were talking about on the Mount of Transfiguration. 

There’s no indication that the disciples heard any of it, but they did get a glimpse of the 

glory of the Son of God… Jack Wellman 

• For what reason does Jesus bring Moses and Elijah onto the scene [of the 

transfiguration]? One might offer a number of reasons. First this: that since “some” of the 

crowd “said he was Elijah, others Jeremiah or one of the ancient prophets” (Mt. 16:14), 

He brought the leading prophets there, so that even from them one might see the 

difference between servants and the master, and how right it was that Peter was praised 

for confessing Him to be Son of God. But secondly, one may also say something else. 

People constantly charged Him with transgressing the law, and considered Him a 

blasphemer, usurping for Himself the glory that belonged to the Father… Moses, after all, 

gave the law, and the Jews could be convinced that he would not stand by and watch it be 

trampled under foot, as they suspected, nor would he be conciliatory towards anyone who 

was transgressing it and hostile to its giver. And Elijah was “jealous for God’s glory” (cf. 

1 Kg. 19:10, 14), and would not himself have stood by submissively if Jesus were 

opposed to God, and said He was God, making Himself equal to the Father, yet were not 

what He said He was, and not making appropriate claims. John Chrysostom 

 

Questions 

 What is significant about the death and resurrection of Moses? How does this event close 

the book of Deuteronomy—why is it recorded in this way? How does this correspond to what 

happens later in the experience of Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration? What are we meant to 

conclude from this? How is the great controversy perspective advanced here? 

 

Bible summary 

 Num. 20:1–13 is the sad record of Moses’ failure when together with Aaron he asked the 

rebellious Israelites, “Do we have to bring water out of this rock for you?” (Num. 20:10 FBV). In 

Deut. 31:2 Moses announces that he is 120, and that the Lord has said he will not cross the 

Jordan. This prohibition is repeated in Deut. 34:4. Moses’ death is recorded in Deut. 34:1–12, 

with the note that no one knows the location of his grave. Michael and the devil dispute over the 

body of Moses (Jude 9). 1 Cor. 15:13–22 presents the resurrection of the good, based on Jesus’ 

resurrection. 



 

Comment 

 The record of Moses’ death in Deuteronomy makes it clear that he did not write every 

word included in the “books of Moses”! That fact should not disturb us, since clearly even 

unnamed writers are working under the guidance of the Holy Spirit in completing God’s Word. 

That Moses was indeed raised from the dead is clear from his appearance with Elijah, speaking 

with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. How we should understand his participation in this 

event is intriguing. 

 But what is made the main point of this study is that because of Jesus’ resurrection, our 

resurrection is made possible. Even though Moses made mistakes and was not permitted to cross 

the Jordan, he was still taken to the heavenly “Promised Land.” Here is encouragement for all of 

us. 

 In Christ our fear of death is gone. Because you know the death destroyer, you claim the 

promises he makes to you, and you trust in this loving God to “raise you up at the last day.” 

In the face of death God is undeniably real. He is the one who says: “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who trust in me will live, even though they die.” John 11:25 FBV 

Only in the resurrection of Jesus is there any hope for us at all. If you deny this literal 

resurrection of Jesus from the grave, then there is nothing left. No spirits floating away to some 

ethereal astral plane. Nothing.  

“If Christ hasn’t been raised, then your trust in God is useless, and you are still in your 

sins. This also means that those who died in Christ are lost. If our hope in Christ is only for this 

life, we’re the most pitiful people of all!” 1 Corinthians 15: 17-19 FBV. 

But if you do believe in this Jesus and his resurrection from the dead (which is the heart 

of the Christian message), then Jesus says to you: “I tell you the truth: those who follow what I 

say and trust the one who sent me have eternal life. They won’t be condemned, but have gone 

from death to life.” John 5:24 FBV. 

Not that we won’t die. But we are now spiritually alive. Death will be just a brief sleep 

until the trumpet call of God splits the skies as Jesus returns, and “those who have died in Christ 

will rise first.” 1 Thessalonians 4:16 FBV. 

 

Ellen White comments 

At the transfiguration of Christ, Moses, and Elijah who had been translated, were sent to 

talk with Christ in regard to his sufferings, and be the bearers of God’s glory to his dear Son. 

Moses had been greatly honored of God. He had been privileged to talk with God face to face, as 

a man speaketh with his friend. And God had revealed to him his excellent glory, as he had never 

done to any other.  {1SP 343.1}   

  In every age there is a new development of truth, a message of God to the people of that 

generation. The old truths are all essential; new truth is not independent of the old, but an 

unfolding of it. It is only as the old truths are understood that we can comprehend the new. When 

Christ desired to open to His disciples the truth of His resurrection, He began “at Moses and all 

the prophets” and “expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.” 

Luke 24:27. But it is the light which shines in the fresh unfolding of truth that glorifies the old. 

{COL 127.4}   

The resurrection and ascension of our Lord is a sure evidence of the triumph of the saints 

of God over death and the grave, and a pledge that heaven is open to those who wash their robes 

of character and make them white in the blood of the Lamb. {CCh 358.3} 
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