
12. Deuteronomy in the New Testament (4Q 2021—Present Truth in Deuteronomy) 

 

Biblical Material: Matt. 4:1–11; Deut. 8:3; Acts 10:34; Gal. 3:1–14; Acts 7:37; Heb. 10:28–31. 

 

Quotes 

• Deuteronomy is clearly one of the most important books in the Old Testament. First, 

Jesus quoted the book of Deuteronomy more than any other book in the Old Testament. 

Second, Jesus used the book of Deuteronomy in his own life more than any other book in 

the Old Testament. For example, Jesus answered all three of his temptations in the 

wilderness with quotations from the book of Deuteronomy (Luke 4:1–13). Since the 

person of Jesus is at the very heart of the gospel and Deuteronomy was so important in 

his life, it should therefore not be hard to find the gospel in this last book of Moses’ 

Pentateuch. Mark D. Futato 

• This book [Deuteronomy] is quoted, altogether, ninety times in the New Testament 

suggesting the early Church regarded it as very significant. Stephen Sizer 

• It is difficult to exaggerate the influence that Deuteronomy has had on the New 

Testament... Those who seek to dismiss the Old Testament will lose a richness of heritage 

and links with the past, which make the book of Deuteronomy such a fascinating study 

for today. David Broderick 

• The crisis of physical hunger is essentially a crisis of faith. What or whom will you trust 

to meet your most basic needs? Will you trust the God who made human bodies, or will 

you seek your own way? (Deuteronomy 8:1-3). Charles R. Swindoll 

• Christ, because He was the only Man who never yielded to temptation, is also the only 

Man who knows to the full what temptation means. C.S. Lewis 

• The chief weapon we ought to use in resisting Satan is the Bible. Three times the great 

enemy offered temptations to our Lord. Three times his offer was refused, with a text of 

Scripture as the reason, “it is written” (Mt. 3:4, 7, 10) J.C. Ryle 

 
Questions 

Why is it so important to know how Deuteronomy was used by Jesus and the NT writers? 

What does this continuity between Old and New Testaments teach us? Is it that Jesus quoted the 

words of Deuteronomy in his response to temptation or the meaning they contained? How is the 

full Bible God’s answer to the Devil, not only in the temptations, but in the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Matt. 4:1–11 we see Jesus using Deuteronomy to counter Satan’s temptations. Deut. 

8:3 is one of the verses quoted by Jesus during his temptations. Acts 10:34 references Deut. 

10:17 that God doesn’t show favoritism. Paul speaks of the “Book of the Law” in Gal. 3:10 and 

references Deut. 27:26. In Gal. 3:13 he references Deuteronomy 21:23. Luke quotes Deut. 18:18 

and applies the prophecy to Jesus (Acts 7:37). Two verses from Deut. 32 are referenced in Heb. 

10:28–31. 

 

Comment 

 It’s intriguing that Jesus chooses to respond to Satan’s temptations by quoting 

Deuteronomy. He cites 8:3, 6:16, and 6:13 in reply to the three temptations. Clearly Jesus viewed 

Deuteronomy rather differently than we do today. 



 What is really important to note is that while these are temptations that relate to very 

human situations (hunger, pride, and presumption) they are directed at Jesus’ divinity—to misuse 

his power. Human beings are not tempted to turn stones into bread, for example, but Jesus could 

have done this. The temptation was to misuse his divine power to satisfy his human hunger. 

Similarly this is true in relation to the Devil’s invitation to worship him. Though some find this 

absurd (for once you worship, you have ceded power and authority), it was a way for Jesus to 

“short-circuit” his mission to reclaim the world. Like the temptation to turn stones into bread, an 

action capable of rationalization—what would be wrong in acceding to either of these 

suggestions if it accomplished his objective? To die from hunger would have nullified his 

mission, so it would have been “logical” to satisfy his human needs in this way. To have 

acknowledged Satan as ruler was surely not such a great issue, logically. After all, didn’t Jesus 

identify him as “prince of this world.” Lastly the temptation to use divine aid to prevent self-

destruction would at least have proved God’s support, a demonstration of the Father’s care, 

thinking in this rationalizing way. But in all instances, Jesus saw through the ploys, and refused 

to misuse his power or to place his Father in an impossible situation. He did not enter into 

argument, but answered with Scripture. And when in the end, the Devil also quotes Scripture, (or 

misquotes it), Jesus refuses to “put God to the test” in this provocative and presumptuous way.  

 While these examples of how temptations come and how to deal with them are not 

exhaustive, they provide a useful baseline of principles. The most significant is not to be 

misdirected from mission, keeping to God’s values and methods, never seeking to use God’s 

blessings for our own personal gratification.  

 Similarly, when he’s asked by the lawyer to define the greatest commandment, Jesus 

replies using Deut. 6:5, saying that this is the first and greatest commandment. The story of as 

recorded in Matt. 22:34-40 reveals the difference between grace and legalism, because both 

statements of Jesus begin with “love.” When it comes to complete allegiance, Jesus’ answer 

makes the issue clear. It’s not a matter of swearing undying loyalty, but the answer of a friend: 

Love the Lord. God is not asking for professions of commitment—like Peter who vainly 

announced he would follow Jesus whatever the consequences. What God seeks is the love and 

acceptance of his thinking friends who agree with him that his way is the only way that makes 

sense. 

 

Ellen White comments 

 Jesus resisted the temptations of Satan in the same manner that every tempted soul may 

resist, by referring him to the inspired record and saying, “It is written.”  {3SM 136.2}   

 He met the enemy at every step with “It is written.” He used the word of God to thwart 

the temptations of the evil one. This is where our safety lies. We should study the word of God, 

and be so filled with it, that we can meet the enemy of our souls with “It is written,” as did our 

example. Then we could hope for the grace that God has promised, to enable us to be 

overcomers. You should be full of hope in the work of the Lord. {ST, September 30, 1889 par. 

3} 

 Love, the basis of creation and of redemption, is the basis of true education. This is made 

plain in the law that God has given as the guide of life. The first and great commandment is, 

[Mark 12:30 quoted.] To love Him, the Infinite, the Omniscient One, with the whole strength and 

mind and heart, means the highest development of every power. It means that in the whole 

being—the body, the mind, as well as the soul—the image of God is to be restored.  {CT 32.1}   
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