
11. Deuteronomy in the Later Writings (4Q 2021—Present Truth in Deuteronomy) 

 

Biblical Material: 2 Kings 22; Neh. 9:6; Jer. 7:1–7; Ps. 148:4; Jer. 29:13, Mic. 6:1–8; Dan. 9:1–

19; Deuteronomy 4:29. 

 

Quotes 

• It was Deuteronomy that brought about the historical result of Josiah’s reformation. 

Julius Wellhausen 

• There are phrases in 2 Kings used to describe this book which correlate very closely with 

those used in Deuteronomy to describe itself. David Malick 

• Certainly we should be very active in seeking God, and Jesus himself called us to ‘ask, 

seek, knock’ in order to find him. Yet those who enter a relationship with God inevitably 

look back and recognize that God’s grace had sought them out, breaking them open to 

new realities. Timothy Keller 

• Everyone will be forgotten, nothing we do will make any difference, and all good 

endeavours, even the best, will come to naught. Unless there is God. If the God of the 

Bible exists, and there is a True Reality beneath and behind this one, and this life is not 

the only life, then every good endeavour, even the simplest ones, pursued in response to 

God’s calling, can matter forever. Timothy Keller 

• To be trusted is a greater compliment than to be loved. George MacDonald 

• If you find what you do each day seems to have no link to any higher purpose, you 

probably want to rethink what you’re doing. Ronald A. Heifetz 

 

Questions 

 Why did the book of Deuteronomy have such an impact on later Biblical writers? What 

lessons can we draw from the rediscovery of the “Book of the Law” in the time of King Josiah? 

While the repeating of the law takes up much of the book, what is the essential message of 

Deuteronomy? What does Deuteronomy have to say to us today? 

 

Bible summary 

 2 Kings 22 describes the discovery of the “Book of the Law,” believed to be 

Deuteronomy, which initiated King Josiah’s reforms. Nehemiah 9 is the account of the reading 

of the Book of the Law to the Israelites after the exile. In Jer. 7:1–7 God calls on people to repent 

so they can continue living in the land, and alludes to Deut. 14:29 and 24:19-21. Ps. 148:4 

references the praise given in Deut. 10:14. Jer. 29:13 repeats the promise given in  Deuteronomy 

4:29-30, saying “You will look for me and you will find me when you’re completely committed 

to looking for me.” Mic. 6:1–8 has parallels from Deut. 23, 32, and 33, and ends in a similar 

way: “People of Israel, what does the Lord your God want from you? He wants you to respect 

the Lord your God by following all his ways. He wants you to love him. He wants you to 

worship the Lord your God with all your mind and with all your being.” (Deut. 10:12 FBV). 

Dan. 9:1–19 has phrases that parallel those in Deut. 7, 9, and 10. God tells his people that when 

they’re exiled, “if while you’re there you decide to come to the Lord your God, you will find him 

if you come to him whole-heartedly, with complete commitment.” Deuteronomy 4:29. 

 

Comment 



Josiah’s actions show how significant a dedicated leader is, and the difference he made in 

the life of the nation when the “Book of the Law” was rediscovered. By his determined actions 

he brought Israel back to a better relationship to God, even though it is obvious that not all were 

convinced. The impact needs to be measured against what happens once he is gone—Israel 

quickly relapses into apostasy once more. But that is not to negate Josiah and his reforms—and it 

certainly gives us a good example to emulate. 

When it comes to us and our relationship to God, the real question is why is there a need 

to confess and repent? It’s not a question of informing God, since he already knows. He sees 

everything, and knows our heart—which should be a comfort to us! All that God tells us to do is 

for our benefit. He knows that unless we admit to ourselves our sins, it’s hard to leave them 

behind. There has to be clear decisions and definite actions—which is what confession and 

repentance is all about. And if we have harmed others, we need to confess to them too and ask 

their forgiveness... This is not some abstract theological idea, but a practical method of living. 

Some people find it very hard to say sorry, while others say it far too glibly. Our apologies must 

be sincere, and we must want to avoid the wrong we do. That is basic to demonstrating God to 

others—not in the pretentiously pious sense, but in showing we are defective human beings who 

are trying to do what is right, despite our failures.   

Harmony is restored not by acceptance of creeds or due process of law but through loving 

agreement with God on his nature, character and actions. This is the answer to the Devil’s 

program of division and separation, of hostility and hateful lies. 

Now we are in concord with God, no longer in lawlessness as rebels (for primarily sin 

has more to do with an attitude toward God than the actual breaking of laws), but in harmony 

with all his will and ways. Now we have life through him (see 1 John 5:11, 12) 

 

Ellen White comment 

During the first Passover celebrated by Hezekiah, provision had been made for the daily 

public reading of the book of the law to the people by teaching priests. It was the observance of 

the statutes recorded by Moses, especially those given in the book of the covenant, which forms 

a part of Deuteronomy, that had made the reign of Hezekiah so prosperous. But Manasseh had 

dared set aside these statutes; and during his reign the temple copy of the book of the law, 

through careless neglect, had become lost. Thus for many years the people generally were 

deprived of its instruction.  {PK 392-3}   

The king must leave with God the events of the future; he could not alter the eternal 

decrees of Jehovah. But in announcing the retributive judgments of Heaven, the Lord had not 

withdrawn opportunity for repentance and reformation; and Josiah, discerning in this a 

willingness on the part of God to temper His judgments with mercy, determined to do all in his 

power to bring about decided reforms. He arranged at once for a great convocation, to which 

were invited the elders and magistrates in Jerusalem and Judah, together with the common 

people. These, with the priests and Levites, met the king in the court of the temple.  

 To this vast assembly the king himself read “all the words of the book of the covenant 

which was found in the house of the Lord.” 2 Kings 23:2. The royal reader was deeply affected, 

and he delivered his message with the pathos of a broken heart. His hearers were profoundly 

moved. The intensity of feeling revealed in the countenance of the king, the solemnity of the 

message itself, the warning of judgments impending--all these had their effect, and many 

determined to join with the king in seeking forgiveness.  {PK 400}  
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