
1. Preamble to Deuteronomy (4Q 2021—Present Truth in Deuteronomy) 

 

Biblical Material: Isa. 14:12–14, Ezek. 28:12–17, Gen. 3:1–7, Gen. 12:1–3, Acts 7:20–36, 

Exod. 19:4–8; 1 John 4:8. 

 

Quotes 

• Jesus used the book of Deuteronomy in his own life more than any other book in the Old 

Testament. For example, Jesus answered all three of his temptations in the wilderness 

with quotations from the book of Deuteronomy. Mark D. Futato 

• The book of Deuteronomy was written to teach us that living as the people of God means 

that we are a people of devotion and love and no matter how often we fail God will 

continue to be faithful to us. Pat Sieler 

• Most of Deuteronomy is comprised of three speeches of Moses, each of which expresses 

Israel’s covenant relationship with God… This relationship was based on loyalty, similar 

to a marriage relationship; it was not an impersonal contract based on regulations, as in a 

formal business arrangement. Deuteronomy is fundamentally about relationship, not 

rules. https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/global-message-of-

deuteronomy/ 

• To make it really clear and simple, let’s call this movement across history we see in 

passages like the ones we just looked at from Exodus and Deuteronomy clicks. What we 

see is God meeting people at the click they’re at, and then drawing them forward. When 

they’re at F, God calls them to G. When we’re at L, God calls us to M. And if we’re way 

back there at A, God meets us way back there at A and does what God always does: 

invites us forward to B. Rob Bell 

 

Questions 

 What is the immediate context of the book of Deuteronomy? Why is this particularly 

important? How does this fit into the great controversy, with the Devil’s charges and God’s 

answers? What are the significant lessons for us in a book that seems to be about many laws and 

requirements, and Israel’s frequent failures? What are our take-aways? 

 

Bible summary 

 Isa. 14:12–14 provides the context of Lucifer’s ambition and fall. He seeks to be like the 

Most High, power without responsibility. Ezek. 28:12–17 adds to the perspective, starting with 

Lucifer’s creation as a flawless being, until he chose evil and in his selfishness rebelled against 

God.  The Fall of Adam and Eve is recorded in Gen. 3:1–7. Gen. 12:1–3 is God’s call to Abram. 

Acts 7:20–36 is part of Stephen’s speech before he was stoned, detailing what happened to 

Moses. In Exod. 19:4–8 God calls Israel to be his holy people. “Those who don’t love don’t 

know God, for God is love.” 1 John 4:8 FBV. 

 

Comment 

 It’s too bad that with such a long book as Deuteronomy that contains so many lessons for 

us that we should not even have one verse from it in this initial study. Similarly at the end of 

these set of lessons time is spent in material outside of the book rather than studying 

Deuteronomy itself. Surely if we’re going to study a Biblical book, we should immerse ourselves 

in it as much as possible and let it speak for itself. 



 The word “Deuteronomy” comes from the Greek and means “second law,” or a repetition 

of the law, “second” really meaning “a second time,” or “again.” It’s a recapitulation mainly 

delivered by Moses of the previous instructions given by God to his people. In a sense it’s a 

“sermon compilation,” a record of three speeches presented by Moses that recounted past history 

as well as what God wanted, and the right response that was needed. 

 In the Biblical material offered for this lesson we’re directed to Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. 

While some have derided our interpretation of these passages as “Adventist mythology,” they go 

to the heart of the conflict. Here we see the foundational issues in the great controversy, and how 

all that has happened since has been impacted by them. 

 Pride and jealousy are at the heart of Lucifer’s rebellion. Shakespeare wrote that 

“Rumour is a pipe, Blown by surmises, jealousies, conjectures.” Satan’s perverse 

misrepresentations are based on his intense jealousy of God, thinking himself wrongly treated 

and maligned. He developed accusations designed to do the most damage, blaming God for his 

own evil. 

Remember the Serpent’s words to Eve, encouraging her to distrust God by eating the 

fruit, convincing her to believe the rumors he was spreading: “‘You certainly won’t die,’ the 

serpent told Eve. ‘It’s because God knows that as soon as you eat it, you’ll see things differently, 

and you’ll be like God, knowing both what is good and what is evil.’” (Genesis 3:4 FBV). All 

false. All lies. Just another part of his great lie he has always told about God. As Adolf Hitler 

said, “The great masses of the people...will more easily fall victims to a big lie than a small one.”  

The Devil’s greatest tool in his rebellion against God is to defame him. The Devil’s 

highest ambition is to be like God—in the most wicked, jealous sense. He even had the gall to 

demand worship of God himself, when God came as Christ to this world: “The devil took him 

[Jesus] to a high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. ‘All 

this I will give you,’ he said, ‘if you will bow down and worship me.’” (Matthew 4:8, 9 NIV.) 

As Goethe wrote in Faust, “The devil is an egotist.” He is completely wrapped up in 

himself and his selfish ambitions to such an extent he will falsify every truth in order to gain his 

objective. He is the Father of Lies, the Murderer of Truth from the beginning. 

Satan personally conducted the warfare, his personal vendetta, against Jesus when he 

came to this earth. He took every opportunity to continue his “smear job” on God. The more 

Jesus revealed God, the more the Devil worked to corrupt this truth, and blind the minds of his 

unbelieving slaves. (2 Cor. 4:4). Slaves? Yes—for while God wants trustworthy friends, the 

Devil imposes bondage upon those he forces to submit to his demands. “God seeks comrades and 

claims love, The Devil seeks slaves and claims obedience.” (Rabindranath Tagore). An 

obedience that is based on slavish fear, an unquestioning terror that is always the Devil’s 

trademark. What Jesus offers is his love and friendship (John15:15). 

 

Ellen White comments 

 We cannot but look forward to new perplexities in the coming conflict, but we may look 

on what is past as well as on what is to come, and say, “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” “As 

thy days, so shall thy strength be.” Deuteronomy 33:25. The trial will not exceed the strength 

that shall be given us to bear it. Then let us take up our work just where we find it, believing that 

whatever may come, strength proportionate to the trial will be given.  {SC 125.2}   

Christ came to this earth to reveal the Father, to place Him in a correct light before 

men… Jesus came to declare the name of God, to reveal Him to the world. [Exodus 34:5-9; 

Deuteronomy 7:6-9, quoted.] {18MR 331.3}   
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