
9. From Contamination to Purification (1Q 2020—Daniel) 

 

Biblical Material: Daniel 8, Dan. 2:38, Gen. 11:4, Leviticus 16, Heb. 9:23–28. 

 

Quotes 

• A soldier of fortune with twisted tongue will come to pillage the sanctuary of the gods; 

To the heretics he will open the gate, thus stirring up the Church militant. Nostradamus 

• One of the reasons why a discussion of the topic of the sanctuary in heaven can be so 

volatile is the great gulf separating those who think concretely and those who think more 

abstractly. The concrete imagery that is so important for some is virtually impossible for 

others to accept. Alden Thompson 

• Some things are so terribly real we can’t possibly imagine them. C. S. Lewis 

• There is a sanctuary in heaven, the true tabernacle that the Lord set up and not humans. In 

it Christ ministers on our behalf, making available to believers the benefits of His atoning 

sacrifice offered once for all on the cross. SDA Fundamental Belief #24. 

 

Questions 

What is the essential message of the Sanctuary? What are the dangers in making the sin-

sacrifice system too objective? What of the concept of ceremonial defilement? How is this 

relevant today? How is “truth cast down to the ground”? In examining all this material, how can 

focus be kept on the real issues? What does this all say about God? 

 

Bible summary 

 Daniel 8 describes the battle between the ram and the goat, the little horn, the sanctuary 

etc., after which Daniel was exhausted! Dan. 2:38 identified Babylon as the head of gold. The 

people of Babylon planned to build a tall tower (Gen. 11:4). Leviticus 16 describes the rituals of 

the Day of Atonement. Heb. 9:23–28 explains Jesus’ high priestly ministry.  

 

Comment 

 The lesson dwells on the issue of defilement and its cleansing. To the modern mind such 

concepts are somewhat alien, and do not translate well into our experience. Are there other 

spiritual ideas that provide better parallels to what is happening here? For the most significant 

aspect is not to gain an understanding of ancient rituals, but to see how all this impacts on the 

divine-human relationship. Is God seen to be a pedantic examiner, checking out whether all the 

prescribed processes have been carried out, or is he trying to show through such symbols—

picture language—what sin does and how only he can fix the damage done? 

 While we have much interest in Daniel 8:14, it’s important not to lose sight of the wider 

context. The whole chapter is very much dealing with the conflict in the great controversy. The 

vision is identified as for the “distant future,” and relates to the conclusion of the conflict. Verses 

23-25 reveal much of the end result of this rebellion against God and his government. The rebel 

is identified as: completely wicked, stern-faced, a master of intrigue, very strong, causes 

astounding devastation, destroys mighty men and holy people, causes deceit to prosper etc. This 

is a very accurate description of Satan the rebel and those who follow his way.  

 Whatever, the whole revelation made Daniel quite sick! Evidently he understood that 

while there would be eventual vindication for God and his people, hard times were ahead. Even 

though the “Son of man” has explained the vision, Daniel does not understand it all. For this 



reason, Daniel 9 is clearly a continuation of the vision in Daniel 8, given for Daniel’s “insight 

and understanding” (9:23). 

 The most important aspects are: a) what sin does; b) how God fixes it; c) how this reflects 

on the nature and character of God; d) how this reveals the issues in the controversy; and e) how 

God eventually restores harmony to the universe. 

While debate continues over Daniel 8:14, what is the essence of the cleansing of the 

sanctuary and it’s part in the revelation of God to the universe? The challenge is to make sure 

this is still relevant and insightful, rather than to nail down every aspect. As the lesson concludes 

(13, Summary), “Though some parts of the book of Daniel remain a mystery, we have been 

given enough to trust in the Lord.” The recognition that we do not know it all is a significant 

admission, and a good balance for dogmatism. 

 Nor is this any reason to abandon beliefs. The true issue is to understand their meaning, 

rather than battle over minor points of interpretation. For in all this picture language, God is 

seeking to show that he can deal with the issues of the great controversy, that he still works for 

the good of all, and that he will save and heal all those who trust in him. 

 The heart of the message here is over true and false beliefs, true and false worship, true 

and false concepts of God. The “little horn” seeks to set itself up to be as great as the Prince of 

the host—in other words, paralleling the descriptions of Satan in Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. The 

essence of the great controversy is this—the self-seeking pride that desires personal power and 

prestige at any cost to others. This is in complete contrast to the way of God who though 

immensely powerful works to win not by force or compulsion, and whose might is not used in 

self-seeking—rather seeking the good for all others. 

 As Ellen White makes clear, the message here is part of the atonement—the way in 

which God restores harmony to the universe through demonstrating the truth, the answers to the 

great controversy, the responses to the lies the Devil has made against God.  

 The historical perspective cannot be ignored, either. This has been very much part of our 

reason for existence, and rightly has a high place in our minds. But it is more than “movable 

thrones” or “explanations for the disappointment” or “an image for our self-understanding.” As 

part of who we are, we need to better explain what these concepts mean, how they are relevant in 

today’s society, and how they demonstrate the truth of God. Otherwise they become redundant 

theological arguments that do not solve the issue. 

  

Ellen White comments 

 All who have received the light upon these subjects are to bear testimony of the great 

truths which God has committed to them. The sanctuary in heaven is the very center of Christ’s 

work in behalf of men. It concerns every soul living upon the earth. It opens to view the plan of 

redemption, bringing us down to the very close of time, and revealing the triumphant issue of the 

contest between righteousness and sin. It is of the utmost importance that all should thoroughly 

investigate these subjects, and be able to give an answer to every one that asketh them a reason 

of the hope that is in them. 

 The subject of the sanctuary was the key which unlocked the mystery of the 

disappointment of 1844. It opened to view a complete system of truth, connected and 

harmonious, showing that God’s hand had directed the great advent movement… 

 As a people, we should be earnest students of prophecy; we should not rest until we 

become intelligent in regard to the subject of the sanctuary, which is brought out in the visions of 

Daniel and John. {Ev 222-3} 
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