
3. From Mystery to Revelation (1Q 2020—Daniel) 

 

Biblical Material: Dan. 2:1–16, Acts 17:28, Dan. 2:17–49, Psalm 138, John 15:5, Deut. 32:4, 1 

Pet. 2:4. 

 

Quotes 

• Think of how many religions attempt to validate themselves with prophecy. Think of how 

many people rely on these prophecies, however vague, however unfulfilled, to support or 

prop up their beliefs. Yet has there ever been a religion with the prophetic accuracy and 

reliability of science?... No other human institution comes close. Carl Sagan 

• In a real sense, this is not simply a vision of the decline and fall of the Babylonian empire 

and its immediate successors, but an epitaph for human history. The entire human 

endeavor, though gifted and blessed by God in the beginning with unparalleled glory and 

dominion, ends up in nothing but division and dissolution. Iain M. Duguid 

 

Questions 

 What is the most significant aspect of Daniel 2? Is it the prophetic prediction, or the 

demonstration of the direct intervention of God? This passage is often used to demonstrate the 

validity of belief in God—but what is it really saying? Did it convince Nebuchadnezzar of the 

nature and character of Daniel’s God? What does it say to us today? 

 

Bible Summary 

 Daniel 2 records Nebuchadnezzar’s forgotten dream which is described and interpreted 

by Daniel. Paul quotes pagan writers in Acts 17:28. Psalm 138 is a psalm of thanks written by 

David. We can do nothing apart from Christ (John 15:5). God is good and faithful (Deut. 32:4). 

There will be a judgment for all (1 Pet. 2:4.). 

 

Comment 

 The most significant perspective in these chapters of Daniel is the character of God that is 

revealed. As always when reading Scripture we should be asking what this tells us about God, 

his motives, and his actions. So when it comes to Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s 

dream there’s much to think about. 

 When the astrologers and magicians first hear there is a royal dream to be interpreted, 

they must have smiled. They had invented supposed interpretations for dreams many times 

before—in fact it was a well-known ancient “art.” But this one had a twist—they had also to 

identify what the dream had actually been! It is easy to imagine the consternation when they 

realized they were being put on the spot—and that their inability to tell the king his dream 

undermined their claimed abilities… So the king’s anger is not surprising, especially when he 

too may have had doubts about the truth of their previous “interpretations.” 

 Daniel’s God-given gift to identify and also explain the dream came in complete contrast, 

and spoke so dramatically truthfully. The explanation is well known to us. The question comes, 

why did God wish to intervene in this way? 

 Certainly to try and influence events and to convince human beings of his existence, 

abilities, and nature. 



 There are many “spin-offs” here. Daniel is confirmed in his faith. Daniel and his 

companions are given high positions. The true God is identified. The future history of the world 

is revealed. The prophetic fulfillment confirms the truth of the prediction etc. 

 But what of the most important aspects in the great controversy? What is the king’s 

reaction to the revelation of God’s truth? He first falls prostrate at Daniel’s feet—imagine what 

that act meant from an absolute Oriental monarch, and what his courtiers thought! His 

acknowledgement of Daniel’s God is in context, but is it what God most would have wanted? 

His admission or “confession” is highly significant. Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges that Daniel’s 

God is “God of gods and Lord of kings and revealer of mysteries…”  

 In a sense it is “so far so good.” At least God has got the king’s attention. But as 

subsequent actions demonstrate, he has hardly even begun to know the nature and character 

whose abilities he has admitted. There is much more to learn. For all of us… 

 At an evangelistic series just north of London, the local pastor had decided on novel titles 

for a rather traditional program. Daniel 2 became “The Truth about the Amazing Metal Man,” 

creation “Adam’s Mother’s Birthday” and so on. My assigned topic was the Sabbath, 

transformed into “The Mysterious Number Seven.”  

 One of the guests came up to me before the lecture. “Oh, I’m so excited to be here to find 

out about the mysterious number seven,” he gushed. “For me, it’s always been number 6 which 

as been so special and lucky. Now you’re telling me it’s sevens.” 

 I groaned inwardly at the thought, and realized he was going to be terribly disappointed. 

Needless to say, we never saw him again… 

 So in our presentations, let us avoid the traps. For example, let us refuse the ‘almost over-

mastering deception’ to suggest some kind of date. Comments Ellen White: “The shortness of 

time is frequently urged as an incentive for seeking righteousness and making Christ our friend. 

This should not be the great motive with us; for it savors of selfishness. Is it necessary that the 

terrors of the day of God should be held before us, that we may be compelled to right action 

through fear? It ought not to be so.” Lift Him Up, 98.  

 Like the story of Daniel 2, our presentations need to begin somewhere, but the heart of 

the message must be a revelation of God as he truly is. While we may wish to convince others of 

the truth of God’s existence, his power and majesty, his plans for the future etc., the most 

significant aspects we can present are those that place God is the true light that reveal his 

goodness as he answers the challenges posed in the cosmic conflict, his desire to save all his 

erring children, and to give us “hope and a future.” 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 While Daniel clung to God with unwavering trust, the spirit of prophetic power came upon 

him. While honored by men with the responsibilities of the court and the secrets of the kingdom, he 

was honored by God as His ambassador, and taught to read the mysteries of ages to come. Heathen 

monarchs, through association with Heaven’s representative, were constrained to acknowledge the 

God of Daniel. Daniel 2:47. {Ed 56.1} 

So in Daniel God placed a light beside the throne of the world’s greatest kingdom, that all 

who would might learn of the true and living God….While faithful to his duties in the king’s 

court, Daniel so faithfully maintained his loyalty to God that God could honor him as His 

messenger to the Babylonian monarch. Through him the mysteries of the future were unfolded, 

and Nebuchadnezzar himself was constrained to acknowledge the God of Daniel “as a God of 

gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets.” Daniel 2:47.  {6T 220} 
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