
11. From Battle to Victory (1Q 2020—Daniel) 

 

Biblical Material: Eph. 6:12, Daniel 10, Ezra 4:1–5, Josh. 5:13–15, Rev. 1:12–18, Col. 2:15, 

Rom 8:37–39. 

 

Quotes 

• Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God. Corrie ten Boom 

• Pray, and let God worry. Martin Luther 

• Prayer is life passionately wanting, wishing, desiring God’s triumph. Prayer is life 

striving and toiling everywhere and always for that ultimate victory. G. Campbell 

Morgan 

• We dance round in a ring and suppose, 

But the Secret sits in the middle and knows. Robert Frost 

• God has been so lavish in his gifts that you can lose some priceless ones, the equivalent 

of whole kingdoms, and still be indecently rich. Wilfrid Heed 

 

Questions 

 What lessons can we learn from this chapter of Daniel What do we do when we don’t 

understand how God is working in our lives? How does Go seek to encourage us? Why is the 

great controversy such an encouragement in terms of the vindication of God? How can we 

identify more with Daniel and share his experience of God? 

 

Bible Summary 

 Daniel 10 is a vision of encouragement and explanation. “We’re not fighting against 

human forces, but against supernatural rulers and powers, the dark lords of this world, against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavens.” Eph. 6:12 FBV. Ezra 4:1–5 describes the work of 

rebuilding Jerusalem under opposition. Josh. 5:13–15 recounts Joshua’s meeting the with 

commander of the Lord’s army. Rev. 1:12–18 is John’s description of the glorious Son of Man 

which parallels Daniel 10. Col. 2:15 reveals the triumphal Jesus. We are more than conquerors 

through Jesus, and we cannot be separated from him (Rom 8:37–39). 

 

Comment 

 God provides Daniel with this wonderful picture of Gabriel, and then even Michael, 

battling to persuade the king of Persia. In this “behind the scenes” look at the intense conflicts in 

the Great Controversy, God shows that even the issue of just one mind and its allegiance is 

highly significant. For the true battle in the cosmic conflict is not physical, but spiritual; it is over 

truth and right and trustworthiness—all those things that Satan has charged God with. 

 Even within our own faith community there are different interpretations of Daniel 11. 

While many commentators relate the wars described to the struggle for supremacy after 

Alexander the Great, and some may indeed be in view here, it is certainly more than that. And is 

it really important to have a dogmatic understanding of the “Kings from the North and the 

South”? Our trust in God is far more than every aspect of prophetic interpretation! 

 In fact more than these details, we should be looking to the fundamental aspects of faith 

demonstrated by Daniel. Faith is not “believing what ain’t so,” as one person defined it. Faith in 

God is reasonable, and based on evidence. That’s what God wants—not some blind unthinking faith 

that can lead us to some completely mistaken ideas about himself. 



 No. We must trust like children do. Do children know their parents? Of course! The image 

of childlike trust is often given as a little girl throwing herself from a high step into her father’s 

arms. But I can tell you, that its trust based on evidence. The little girl knows her father will catch 

her, because he has shown himself to be trustworthy. He cares about her. He loves her. And he will 

not let her fall. 

 So too with us. Our childlike trust in God is based on the evidence of God as a completely 

trustworthy person. That’s what the Bible is for—to show us what God is like in his dealings with 

humanity. That’s what Jesus came to demonstrate personally—that God can be trusted: completely 

and fully. There is no doubt! And that’s what we have to discover in our own experience: that we 

can place ourselves in God’s hands without any doubts at all. 

 And if we don’t? Then we will not enter the Kingdom, as Jesus says. Because if we come to 

God without trusting him, he cannot help us, heal us, save us. We cannot come bargaining with 

God. We can only allow him into our lives like a skilled doctor to fix all the mess sin has caused in 

our lives. It’s all a question of trust. 

 Children see so clearly. They understand the true nature of a loving, caring, saving God. It’s 

only as we “mature” that we lose this attitude—maybe because we get let down so often by others. 

“Put not your trust in princes”—or in anyone else in this deceitful world! As David so clearly said, 

“Even my best friend, the one I trusted, who shared meals with me—even he has turned against 

me.” (Ps. 41:9 FBV). We’re let down so often. In the experience of Jesus, spoken through the 

prophecy of Zechariah: “If somebody asks him, ‘What are those wounds on your back?’ he will 

answer, ‘I was wounded in my friend’s house.’” (Zec. 13:6 FBV). 

 All we can do is to trust in him. For if we don’t, we are totally lost. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 [Dan. 10:12, 13 quoted.] By this we see that heavenly agencies have to contend with 

hindrances before the purpose of God is fulfilled in its time. The king of Persia was controlled by 

the highest of all evil angels. He refused, as did Pharaoh, to obey the word of the Lord. Gabriel 

declared, He withstood me twenty-one days by his representations against the Jews. But Michael 

came to his help, and then he remained with the kings of Persia, holding the powers in check, 

giving right counsel against evil counsel. Good and evil angels are taking a part in the planning 

of God in His earthly kingdom. It is God’s purpose to carry forward His work in correct lines, in 

ways that will advance His glory. But Satan is ever trying to counterwork God’s purpose. Only 

by humbling themselves before God can God’s servants advance His work. Never are they to 

depend on their own efforts or on outward display for success. 

 We have before us in the Word of God instances of heavenly agencies working on the 

minds of kings and rulers, while at the same time satanic agencies were also at work on their 

minds. No human eloquence, in strongly set forth human opinions, can change the working of 

satanic agencies. Satan seeks continually to block the way, so that the truth shall be bound about 

by human devising; and those who have light and knowledge are in the greatest danger unless 

they constantly consecrate themselves to God, humiliating self, and realizing the peril of the 

times.  

 Heavenly beings are appointed to answer the prayers of those who are working 

unselfishly for the interests of the cause of God. The very highest angels in the heavenly courts 

are appointed to work out the prayers which ascend to God for the advancement of the cause of 

God. Each angel has his particular post of duty, which he is not permitted to leave for any other 

place. If he should leave, the powers of darkness would gain an advantage...  {4BC 1173} 
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