
1. From Reading to Understanding (1Q 2020—Daniel) 

 

Biblical Material: Luke 24:25–27; 2 Pet. 3:11–13; Jonah 3:3–10; Num. 14:34; Dan. 9:23; 10:11, 

12; Acts 8:30. 

 

Quotes 

• The prophecies in the Book of Daniel are so detailed and accurate that scholars who don’t 

believe in the Bible as the inspired Word of God have trouble accepting Daniel as the 

author of his book. Chuck Smith 

• Arguably the most telling statement about Daniel, however, is the way his record was 

accepted by Jesus Christ and the apostles. Clearly it was seen by them as prophetic. The 

number of references and allusions to Daniel in the New Testament make it one of the 

books most used by the early Church. Ivor C. Fletcher 

• The Book of Daniel deals with political issues apart from ecclesiastical matters, giving 

the final outcome of events and issues which are at work in the world today. He answers 

the question—Who will rule the world?—not, How will the world be converted? J. 

Vernon McGee 

• The book of Daniel makes it clear that the true God is the supreme ruler over heaven and 

earth, even when all seems lost and the consequences of sin seem overwhelming. Charles 

R. Swindoll 

• The Bible prophet, Daniel, outlines in vivid detail world events now unfolding before our 

eyes. His predictions, covering twenty-five hundred years of history, clearly outline 

world events from the prophet’s time (six hundred years before Christ) to ours. Mark 

Finley 

 

Questions 

 Why is it so important to focus on the meaning of Scripture, especially the book of 

Daniel? What do we do with the part of Scripture that are not clear? What methods should we 

use in understanding the Bible? Why has the book of Daniel so often become the happy-hunting-

ground of cranks with weird theories? How does Daniel fit into the grat controversy scheme? 

 

Bible summary 

 Jesus gives a bible study to the disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:25–27) 

explaining what was written about himself. 2 Pet. 3:11–13 points to the end-time destruction and 

re-creation of the world. Jonah 3:3–10 records the warning giving to the Ninevites and their 

repentance. Num. 14:34 references a year for a day. In Dan. 9:23 Daniel to told to think about the 

vision and to understand what it means, and similarly in 10:11, 12. Philip asked the Ethiopian 

eunuch, “Do you understand what you’re reading?” (Acts 8:30). 

 

Comment 
 There’s little point in reading without understanding. In scholarly terms, this is called 

“hermeneutics,” a way of understanding the text. When it comes to apocalyptic literature, such as 

found in the book of Daniel, we need to approach the text in a different way, recognizing that it 

is full of symbolism and allusions, if we are to understand it correctly. While the first few 

chapters (especially relating to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream etc.) are easy to understand, much of 

the rest cannot be rightly understood without a deep knowledge of Biblical allusions, symbols, 



and signs. Even there we are not always absolutely sure of the interpretation, and so different 

scholars may see different perspectives. However the main thrust of the book is clear: the final 

vindication of God and his truth, the end of the great controversy, and the elimination of evil. 

 Many say Daniel is a difficult book to understand. However, despite some of the more 

obscure passages, its primary theme is God’s vindication and victory. Added to this are the 

examples of prophecy fulfilled, to give us confidence in God and his word. We are to read the 

Bible not simply as a requirement, but to seek for knowledge and understanding, especially about 

the nature and character of God. 

 We read the Bible not for literary benefit, or for insight into ancient customs, or for some 

ritual requirement—but to understand God. As God uses past experiences to teach truth about 

himself, then we can begin to catch a glimpse of the divine in all the humanity that fills the 

Bible. Most of all we read the gospels, which tell us how God became a human being and walked 

this earth, revealing the true nature of our heavenly Father. “Anyone who has seen me has seen 

the Father,” Jesus tells us in John 14:9 FBV. Also: “I call you friends, for everything my Father 

told me I’ve explained to you.” John 15:15 FBV.  

 The reason to read the Bible is to find its Author. Not Bible reading for its own sake, as 

some have done, but because its vital to find the God whose nature and character are revealed in 

his book to us, and to accept his offer of healing salvation. As Jesus himself said, “You search 

the Scriptures because you think that through them you’ll gain eternal life. But the evidence they 

give is in support of me! John 5:39 FBV. The Bible is all about God revealing Himself to man. It 

is not about our search for God. The Bible is the Word of God that makes it possible for us to get 

to know him better. God is reaching out to us and telling us the truth through his Word. 

 

Ellen White comments 

 When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better understood, believers will have an 

entirely different religious experience. {TM 114} 

 The case of Daniel reveals to us the fact that the Lord is always ready to hear the prayers of 

the contrite soul, and when we seek the Lord with all our hearts, He will answer our petitions. Here 

is revealed where Daniel obtained his skill and understanding; and if we will only ask of God 

wisdom, we may be blessed with increased ability, and with power from heaven. If we will come 

to God just as we are, and pray to Him in faith as did Daniel, we shall see of the salvation of God. 

We need to pray as we never prayed before. {CTr 334.6} 

 Daniel was a faithful statesman in the courts of Babylon; for he feared, loved, and trusted 

God; and in time of temptation and peril he was preserved by the power of God. We read that God 

gave Daniel wisdom, and endowed him with understanding.  {CE 197.3}   

 He [Jesus] maintained His disguise till He had interpreted the Scriptures, and had led them 

[the disciples on the road to Emmaus] to an intelligent faith in His life, His character, His mission 

to earth, and His death and resurrection. He wished the truth to take firm root in their minds, not 

because it was supported by His personal testimony, but because the typical law, and the prophets 

of the Old Testament, agreeing with the facts of His life and death, presented unquestionable 

evidence of that truth. When the object of His labors with the two disciples was gained, He 

revealed Himself to them, that their joy might be full, and then vanished from their sight. {5BC 

1125.12}  (My emphasis). 
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